
Inspection of The Treehouse Pre-
School
Coxhill Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 8BF

Inspection date: 25 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this welcoming pre-school. On arrival, they are greeted by 
friendly staff, who know the children well. They pop their belongings on their 
named pegs and show excitement to start their day playing with their friends. Staff 
ensure that children have breakfast on arrival and chat to them during mealtimes 
about their home life and their recent holiday adventures. An effective key-person 
system ensures that all children are well supported and their individual needs are 
consistently met. This helps children to feel safe and secure and have a strong 
sense of belonging.

Leaders and staff have a clear vision of what they want children to learn and can 
explain how they put this into practice. For example, they plan a curriculum based 
on children's interests and stages of development to support their individual needs. 
As a result, all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, show positive attitudes to their learning and make good progress from 
their starting point.

Staff ensure that children have fresh air and exercise daily. They enjoy outdoor play 
and have many opportunities to develop their physical skills. For example, children 
squeal with joy as they play in the pre-school garden. They practise their 
coordination and balancing skills on ride-on toys and climbing frames. This 
contributes well towards children's small- and large-muscle development.

Staff are good role models and teach children the skills they need to resolve minor 
issues, such as sharing resources and toys. This helps children to behave well and 
supports them to develop close friendships with their peers at the setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have identified that, following the COVID-19 pandemic, children benefit 
from additional support for their speech and language development and their 
social skills. Staff regularly read to the children and skilfully ask children 
questions about the stories they are listening to. They encourage children to talk 
about the emotions of the characters in the story, which helps children to 
understand different feelings. Children learn to become confident 
communicators, and their social and emotional development is successfully 
encouraged.

n Leaders and staff are very knowledgeable and fully understand how to capture 
children's interests in their mathematical learning. For example, when children 
engage in art and craft activities, staff ask the children to sort and count 
different-coloured lids. Outdoors, staff encourage children to count the steps 
they are climbing. This helps children to gain a good understanding of early 
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mathematical learning and challenges their critical thinking successfully. 
n Staff enable children to develop their independence skills from an early age. 

Children wash their hands independently, clean their dishes and help at tidy-up 
time. In addition, children learn to dress themselves and zip up their coats. They 
relish in the praise that they continually receive from staff, which recognises 
their efforts and achievements. This ensures that all children have the support 
they need in their ongoing learning and eventual move on to school.

n Overall, staff interact well with the children. However, very occasionally, some 
adult-led activities limit the opportunities for children's own creativity and 
independent thinking. For example, staff direct children too much and do not 
always encourage children to practise skills they have already learned or do 
things by themselves. 

n Parents speak highly of the staff at the setting. They report that their children 
have made good progress, in particular with their speech and language 
development and their social skills. Termly parents' evenings are in place to 
discuss children's development and progress.

n Staff report that they feel well supported by the manager. They have the 
opportunity to develop their knowledge and expertise further through ongoing 
professional training. This enables them to meet the needs of the children at the 
pre-school effectively. Staff have regular supervisions and appraisals with the 
manager and feel that they can raise any concerns.

n The manager and staff lead the pre-school with a strong sense of direction. They 
collaboratively work together with local schools, the local authority and other 
professionals to provide further support for the children in their care. Staff take 
good account of children's needs when using additional funding. For instance, 
they obtain resources to enhance children's speech and language development 
and to support them with their personal, social and emotional well-being.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the planning of adult-led activities to make sure children can practise 
skills they have already learned and have increased opportunities to be 
independent and use their own creativity.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY496576

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10308568

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Southcourt Baptist Church Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902160

Telephone number 01296 434 541

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Treehouse Pre-School operates from premises on the grounds of Southcourt 
Baptist Church in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. The pre-school is open each 
weekday, from 8.30am until 2.30pm, during school term times. Funding is accepted 
to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. A team 
of eight staff work with the children, four of whom hold relevant childcare 
qualifications at level 2 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katharina Hill
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n Staff talked to the inspector about how they plan activities and what they do to 
support children's learning and development. They also explained the 
procedures that they follow to keep children safe.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager of an 
activity.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager to look at how the 
curriculum is planned and delivered.

n The inspector spoke to children and viewed their activities. She spoke to parents 
and considered their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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