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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils really enjoy school. They are happy here. Pupils describe the school as a
‘close-knit community’. They feel safe and cared for because they have trusted
adults they can turn to for help. The staff know the pupils really well.

The school is calm and purposeful. Routines are well established. Pupils are
encouraged to be inquisitive, respectful and well mannered. They behave well in
lessons and around the school. They engage positively both with friends and staff.

Pupils enjoy playing a range of sports at school, including football, dodgeball and
basketball. They appreciate being taken on annual team-building residential trips,
including to Wales and Kent. They also enjoy the time they spend on Friday
afternoons helping in their local communities.

The school’s secular curriculum is more ambitious than it used to be. Pupils now
study a wider range of subjects. They especially enjoy learning computing skills and
completing creative media projects using the school’s new laptops. Typically, the
school makes sure that staff expect more of pupils’ achievement than before,
although this is not as routinely the case as it could be.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have worked hard to improve and extend the secular curriculum
significantly since the previous inspection. They have worked effectively with a
consultant to rethink what pupils need to know and be able to do in each subject,
and how each subject is resourced. There are now coherent curriculum plans in
place for all the required areas of learning. Pupils study a broader range of subjects
than in the past, including creative media, computing and geography. Leaders have
recruited new teachers with specialist subject knowledge and invested in a range of
new learning resources. The teaching of key content in a logical sequence is helping
pupils to build up valuable knowledge and to practise useful skills. Assessment
information, based on a combination of regular tests and teachers’ knowledge of
pupils, is used to inform pupils’ next steps.

However, many improvements are relatively new, and systems for ensuring quality
and consistency are not embedded. For example, the work in pupils’ books does not
routinely reflect the subject curriculum content. In addition, although pupils study
GCSE content in English and mathematics, there are no clear plans to enter pupils
for national GCSE examinations in these subjects.

Pupils are fluent readers. They are encouraged to read and do so enthusiastically.
Leaders ensure that pupils have access to a suitable range of English fiction and
non-fiction texts from the school’s small library, which is in the process of being
expanded further.
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Leaders have organised some suitably high-quality training for teachers, which has
helped to improve the quality of secular education. However, while staff provide
effective support to pupils who need additional help, there is a lack of training and
expertise to identify and support pupils who may have special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND).

Pupils are taught to be kind, respectful and polite. They attend school regularly and
respond well to the high expectations of their behaviour. The school actively
promotes British values, including through a suitable programme of personal, social,
health and economic education. Pupils enjoy taking part in extra-curricular activities,
including sports, singing and various trips. They take an active part in preparing for
and celebrating Jewish festivals and are also actively taught to respect the religions,
faiths and beliefs of others. Pupils know all the protected characteristics and why it
is important to respect these. Pupils are also taught about the range of careers
available to them in the future. They access helpful advice and guidance through a
range of assemblies, lessons, activities and visiting speakers. Leaders continue to
ensure that the school complies with the relationships and sex education guidance.
Pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain.

Parents and carers are positive about the school’s work. Staff are equally positive.
They feel supported by leaders and express no concerns about workload. Governors
have invested heavily in the school since the previous inspection. They now provide
formal and more effective scrutiny of leaders’ work. The school complies with the
independent school standards and schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010. Leaders
and governors are now demonstrating both the capacity and commitment to
improve the school further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and proprietor)

B Improvements to the secular curriculum are relatively new, and the systems for
ensuring quality and consistency are not fully embedded. Leaders should
strengthen further the training for staff and the systems for monitoring the quality
of education, including to ensure that pupils” work reflects the subject curriculum
content.

B There is a lack of training and expertise to identify and support pupils who may
have SEND. Leaders should realise their plans to recruit new, and train existing,
staff, in order to ensure that pupils with any additional needs may be accurately
and swiftly identified and that their needs are appropriately supported.

B The school has no clear plans to ensure that pupils sit GCSE examinations in
English language and mathematics, despite being taught the GCSE examination
content in these subjects. Leaders should realise their ambition to ensure that
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pupils are able, and encouraged, to achieve well in national examinations in
English language and mathematics.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
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School details

Unique reference number 144727

DfE registration number 302/6012

Local authority Barnet

Inspection number 10286451

Type of school Other independent school
School category Independent school

Age range of pupils 13to 16

Gender of pupils Boys

Number of pupils on the school roll 29

Number of part-time pupils 0

Proprietor Yitzchok Sufrin

Headteacher Moishe Zavdi

Annual fees (day pupils) £6,240

Telephone number 020 3409 1853

Website None

Email address office@mechina.co.uk

Date of previous inspection 16 to 18 November 2021
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Information about this school

B This is a secondary day school in Finchley, Barnet for boys of Orthodox Jewish
faith.

B Responsibility for the school lies with the sole proprietor, who delegates
responsibility for governance to a governing body.

B The school makes no use of any alternative provision.

B The previous inspection was a progress monitoring inspection in December 2022.
The school’s last standard inspection took place in November 2021.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State
for Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an
independent school.

The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with leaders and
has taken that into account in the evaluation of the school.

B The inspector carried out deep dives in mathematics, science and creative media.
For each deep dive, the inspector held discussions about the curriculum, looked at
curriculum plans, visited all available lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to pupils
about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. The inspector also
considered curriculum plans and pupils” work in English.

B The inspector spoke with all pupils, the proprietor, the chair of governors and the
headteacher. He also considered the views expressed on Ofsted Parent View.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspector: reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B The inspector toured the premises and reviewed a range of documentation to
check the school’s compliance with the independent school standards.

Inspection team

James Waite, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects
childcare and children’s social care and inspects the Children and Family Court
Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training,
further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and
training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s
services and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and child
protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or
Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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