
Inspection of Love Lane Pre-School
Shaw cum Donnington Village Hall, Love Lane, Donnington, NEWBURY, Berkshire 
RG14 2JG

Inspection date: 29 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The management team, staff and new committee have successfully addressed the 
last inspection findings. For example, the new chair of the committee has ensured 
that all members of the committee understand their role and had their suitability 
checks completed. The manager works well with the treasurer to ensure that all 
funding is spent appropriately on children to improve outcomes. Staff have formed 
strong relationships with parents and children, which in turn helps children to feel 
safe and secure.

The manager and staff regularly reflect on what they are offering to children to 
ensure that their needs are met. Staff communicate well to each other about 
children's progress and their next steps in learning. This helps them to cater 
activities to support children's development. Children are happy and thrive in the 
care of the kind, dedicated and enthusiastic staff team. Staff engage with children 
well, overall, and offer a learning environment which is rich in language.  

Children enjoy attending and they settle quickly to self-chosen play activities. They 
enjoy circle time where they enthusiastically sing the welcome song to their friends, 
staff, and visitors. Group times are provided to help children build on their social 
skills and to encourage children's listening, attention, and confidence. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work well together to create a welcoming and child-friendly setting. Staff 
set out activities that provide children with interest and build on what they know 
and can do. Children enjoy attending the pre-school, they separate well from 
their parents and carers and show enthusiasm to play.

n All children show they are making good progress from their starting points. 
Those that need additional support are offered this well. Children have many 
opportunities to hear and learn songs and rhymes. As part of the curriculum 
provided by the staff, children enjoy learning a new song weekly. 

n Staff promote children's communication and language skills well. They hold 
ongoing discussions with the children and read books regularly to them to 
support their listening and attention skills. However, at times, some staff quickly 
ask children multiple questions, which does not allow them time to respond.

n Children are supported in developing their independence skills very well. They 
make choices and decisions about their play. For example, children can choose 
where to play, inside or outside, and pick from a good range of activities out and 
available. Children are taught to manage their own self-help skills successfully. 
For instance, children are encouraged to put on their outside clothing and get 
tissues to blow their noses. 

n Children behave well and are appropriately supported in learning about their 
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feelings and emotions. This is because staff use colours to affiliate emotions with 
use of the 'Colour Monster' to help children to learn. Children benefit from a 
good amount of praise and encouragement from staff, which supports their self-
confidence. However, at times, staff do not help children to understand the 
consequences of their behaviour and why routines need to be followed. For 
example, too often children are not taught why they should sit down to eat and 
walk inside. 

n Children enjoy playing outside and they learn to take and manage risks well 
when using equipment in their play. For instance, as they use the scooters and 
build obstacle courses, they negotiate obstacles and space. Staff support 
children's understanding of the world successfully. For example, they take 
children out in the community to visit the castle, parks, explore the woodlands 
and to the allotment to grow and nurture foods, children also enjoy visits from 
animals, such as therapy horses.

n Staff work effectively with parents and other professionals to ensure that 
children receive the support that they need. Parents speak highly about the staff, 
their children's development and the care provided. They comment that staff 
value their children and support their learning well. Others recognise that the 
staff go above and beyond as they guide and give emotional support and 
assistance as required. Parents say they are happy with the information they 
receive about their children's learning, both verbally and through meetings.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on strategies used for questioning children, to develop the consistency of 
their interactions to further support children's thinking skills  

n create more opportunities to help children understand why rules are in place. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 507889

Local authority West Berkshire

Inspection number 10283772

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Love Lane Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524052

Telephone number 07900 120 202

Date of previous inspection 1 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Love Lane Pre-School registered in 1992. It operates from Shaw cum Donnington 
Village Hall in Newbury, Berkshire. The pre-school opens five mornings a week 
during school terms. Sessions are from 8.30am until 11.30am. Four members of 
staff work with the children, all of whom hold an early years qualification up to 
level 3. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for children 
aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Bartholomew
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned 
small-group activity. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they took part in.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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