
Inspection of Leaps and Bounds Day 
Nursery
27 Bemister Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 1LG

Inspection date: 19 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the welcoming and extremely nurturing environment. They 
demonstrate that they feel very safe and secure, and they are very confident and 
motivated learners. Highly skilled staff know the children exceptionally well and 
plan an extremely effective curriculum that helps them to make excellent progress 
in their learning. Staff are passionate and knowledgeable and have high 
expectations for the children to achieve. They plan challenging activities for the 
children. For instance, children use tweezers to put different-sized pom-poms in a 
bottle to promote their mathematical skills as they count and talk about the 
different sizes. Children solve problems as they work out how to get them out using 
the tweezers. Children excitedly re-enact the story of 'The Tiger Who Came to Tea' 
using the small-world resources, and staff use effective questioning to enhance 
their learning and promote their early literacy skills.

Children's behaviour is exemplary. They talk with confidence about the expectations 
and explain the consequences of their behaviour. Highly effective partnerships with 
other agencies ensure that all children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, are extremely well supported. Children feel secure in the 
setting because safeguarding is given an exceptionally high priority by the 
dedicated staff, who are highly skilled and confident in this area.

Partnership with parents is highly effective. Parents talk about how well the staff 
know their children and the excellent progress their children are making.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team is exceptionally knowledgeable and passionate about 
making sure that every child gets the best start in life. Every child is treated as 
an individual, and highly skilled staff deliver a rich and varied curriculum tailored 
to children's individual needs and abilities. For example, when children make 
fruit kebabs, they use sharp knives carefully to prepare the different fruits and 
thread them onto sticks. Staff show the children the recipe, and they talk about 
the different fruits and what they smell and taste like. This supports children's 
fine motor skills and their learning about healthy lifestyles, and it extends their 
language successfully.

n Parents speak very highly of staff, who they feel 'go over and above' to make 
sure that the children are happy and feel secure. Parents value the additional 
support that staff provide with specific child-related issues such as toilet training, 
sleeping and tooth brushing. Parents report that children thoroughly enjoy 
coming to the setting and are making excellent progress. Staff use a variety of 
methods to keep parents well informed of their child's progress. For example, 
they use an online system and encourage parents to share what their children 
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are doing at home. This enables staff to plan the next steps in children's learning 
effectively. 

n The management team uses additional funding extremely well to make sure that 
it supports the children for whom it is provided. For example, they buy specific 
resources or provide extra sessions to meet the children's needs.

n Passionate staff provide quality learning opportunities for children that are 
tailored to their individual needs. For example, they make story time extra 
special by providing resources that the children can retell the story with. They 
show great excitement as they recount familiar parts of the story. This supports 
their early literacy skills and communication and language.

n The curriculum for developing children's speech and language is given a high 
priority. Staff role model language, repeat words and use a national language 
programme to support all children in this area of their learning. Consequently, 
children are confident talkers and are keen to engage with staff, visiting adults 
and the other children. 

n Staff teach children how to lead healthy lifestyles exceptionally well. They 
provide each child with a toothbrush and teach them about good oral health by 
using a variety of resources to support children in learning the importance of 
brushing their teeth regularly. Children benefit from nutritious snacks and plenty 
of exercise in the fresh air, moving their bodies in a variety of ways to enhance 
their fitness.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY315912

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10317422

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Cadman, Victoria Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908749

Telephone number 01202 269 628

Date of previous inspection 24 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Leaps and Bounds Day Nursery registered in 2005. It operates from the ground 
floor of a house in the Winton area of Bournemouth. The nursery is open each 
weekday, from 8am to 5.30pm, for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery receives free 
early years funding for children aged two, three and four years. There are five 
members of staff who work with the children, including the owner and the 
manager. Of these, three hold early years qualifications at level 3 and one is an 
apprentice at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Sparey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The children and staff spoke to the inspector at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and discussed the 
findings.

n The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views.
n The inspector held a meeting with the owner and the manager and viewed 

documentation relating to staff records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Leaps and Bounds Day Nursery
19 January 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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