
Inspection of Coconut Nursery
133 Stoke Newington Church Street, London N16 0UH

Inspection date: 9 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

GoodGood



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children quickly develop strong attachments with staff, who greet them with a 
warm smile and 'hello' on arrival. Staff offer reassurance and encouragement to 
children. Babies receive lots of cuddles to settle them during the day. This build 
children's confidence and helps them to feel safe and secure, ready to begin their 
learning. Children demonstrate respect towards one another and behave well. 
Conflicts are swiftly managed by staff, who are positive role models and are calm 
and nurturing towards all the children. Leaders and staff are passionate for children 
to learn about the world around them and how to lead healthy and happy lifestyles. 
Children are eager to investigate and are curious about their environment. They 
explore the growing area in the garden and have seen how the weather has had an 
impact on the plants they have grown.

Leaders are ambitious for every child. The curriculum is varied and broad to 
provide children with learning experiences that create curiosity and excitement. 
Children make good progress. There is a strong emphasis on supporting children to 
become confident communicators. Children playing in a group to decorate a rocket 
speak with one another as they decide what to add to enhance its appearance. 
They display joy as the rocket quickly becomes colourful with a range of foil and 
paper, as they encourage one another in their play. Children have a good attitude 
to learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager values her staff and ensures that regular supervision identifies 
staff strengths and areas that need further support. Staff attend regular training 
to try to ensure teaching practice is consistent and that children have the best 
learning experiences. The manager checks in with staff's well-being, which staff 
value.

n Children experience a varied curriculum, which includes opportunities each day 
to engage with outside professionals. Children enjoy football, puppetry delivered 
in French, music, and drama. Children share their joy as they watch in awe at 
the puppet show and repeat back familiar words such as 'la mer' and 'le bateau'.

n Staff support children's independence from an early age. Children learn how to 
put on their coats, hats and gloves when they go outside to play. They use 
cutlery and serve themselves at mealtimes, where able. Staff encourage children 
to keep trying and not to be afraid to make mistakes. 

n Children develop their physical skills through a sequence of learning. Babies 
cruise along furniture as they build their strength and confidence for walking. 
Outdoors, children learn to take risks as they balance on planks and climb the 
frames. Children use tricycles to manoeuvre around the playground and whoop 
in delight as they swerve their vehicles. Children explore play dough as they 
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build their finger muscles. This helps to develop their fine motor skills in 
preparation for early writing.

n The nursery staff have a strong ethos of protecting the environment and 
teaching the children to do so. Staff provide children with the responsibility 
within their eco-team which ensures resources are recycled each day. Books that 
need to be replaced are re-used by creating story books for the pre-school 
children. Children choose characters to cut from the pages to create a new story 
board. This helps children to build on their vocabulary and use their imagination.

n Children have access to a wide range of books, both inside and outside. They 
learn to love literature, with regular storytelling opportunities where staff bring 
stories to life through actions and sounds. Babies snuggle up as they listen 
intently. Older children excitedly recall familiar parts of the story which they 
know well.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and the staff. Parents know who the key 
person is for their child through an effective settling-in and communication 
process. Parents are reassured that when their child starts at the nursery, they 
can leave when their child is ready. Staff are nurturing and kind. The manager 
offers support during crucial milestones for children, such as the birth of siblings, 
which parents appreciate.

n Staff plan for children so that their learning is based on what the children know 
now, and what they need to know next. However, some staff are not aware of 
individual children's interests and their next steps in learning. So, on occasion, 
children are not fully engaged and do not get the most out of activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure staff, especially those with key-person responsibilities, are aware of 
children's interests and next steps, so that children are deeply engaged and 
benefit fully from nursery activities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 144566

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10324238

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 49

Number of children on roll 78

Name of registered person Coconut Nursery LLP

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909060

Telephone number 020 7923 0720

Date of previous inspection 16 December 201916 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Coconut Nursery registered in 1992. It is situated in Stoke Newington in the 
London Borough of Hackney. The nursery is open from 8am to 6pm every weekday, 
all year round, apart from Christmas, Easter and bank holidays. The nursery 
employs 32 members of staff, of whom, 19 are qualified in early years from level 6 
to level 2. The setting is in receipt of funding for the provision of early years 
education for children aged three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Halpin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and children.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during an activity.
n The inspector spoke to several parents at the beginning of the day and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with staff and took their views into account.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed suitability of staff 

working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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