
Inspection of Roundabout Nursery
178 Whitehawk Road, Brighton, East Sussex BN2 5FL

Inspection date: 23 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children make independent choices about where they play and can take their play 
outside. This enables children to take the lead in their learning. Children are 
resilient and show clear determination. If they accidently take a tumble, they pick 
themselves up and return to their chosen activity. For example, when a child 
wobbles off the ride-on bicycle, they rub their hands together and promptly pick up 
the bicycle and continue riding. Children receive gentle reminders about the 
feelings of others. For example, staff help older children to look at the facial 
expressions of others to help them think about how that person is feeling. This 
enables them to stop what they are doing, consider the situation and make a 
different choice. 

Babies learn songs and rhymes, such as by finding items in the song bag. They 
take out an item and sing a corresponding song and some sing this independently. 
They copy the actions and learn new words. Toddlers work together to solve 
puzzles, and they celebrate with a 'high five'. They develop good friendship groups 
and enjoy each other's company. For example, if they visit the sensory room, they 
choose a friend to accompany them. Leaders have a secure understanding of how 
to support staff to make worthwhile changes to their planning system. This enables 
them to place more focus on the planning of activities for what children need to 
learn next, while continuing to include their interests. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a good oversight of the quality of the provision and effectively 
target areas for improvement. There is a clear delegation of roles and 
responsibilities between the leaders, who work together to guide the staff. Staff 
comment positively about the support they receive for their well-being and of 
the 'family' atmosphere in which they work. 

n There is a robust recruitment process in place, which includes a clear induction 
for staff to enable them to be suitable in their roles. Staff have regular 
opportunities for training and to enhance their professionalism. For example, 
they recently attended training on sign language to build their skills in the 
differing ways of communicating with children.  

n Staff know their key children well. They gather information from parents about 
their care and learning needs. This helps staff to offer activities and experiences 
that will interest and engage children. However, some staff do not always deploy 
themselves effectively to support the team, and they are not always aware of 
what older children need to learn next. This does not enable staff to make the 
most of each interaction with children to extend their learning further. 

n Older children develop good imaginative skills and take great enjoyment in 
pretend play. For example, they readily welcome others into their restaurant and 
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work together to take food orders, make the meal and then serve their 
customers. This shows good levels of cooperation.

n Staff are effective in their methods for providing children with warnings of 
change in routine. For example, they use a sand timer and announce to children 
when it will be time to tidy up. This enables children to be able to bring their 
play to a conclusion and helps them to understand what is happening next.  

n Children immerse themselves in creative play. For example, toddlers can be 
found up to their elbows in paint, relishing in how it feels to touch. This helps 
children to learn more about their senses and to explore freely. 

n Children enjoy time in the gardens. Older children take great care as they roll 
down the hill and walk across the wooden logs, showing how they balance. 
Children show great skills, such as when they manoeuvre the ride-on toys down 
the slope, avoiding their friends and stopping at the bottom just in time. This 
shows developing awareness of space around them. 

n Staff are responsive to babies' nonverbal cues, which enables them to meet their 
needs. Babies enjoy closeness with staff and receive warm cuddles while having 
a bottle of milk, or when they do not feel well. This enables them to build good 
bonds and relationships with staff.

n Staff foster good relationships with parents, although leaders do not always 
make sure that parents are fully aware of the differences when moving from the 
toddler to the pre-school room. Parents do, however, comment that their 
children develop good communication and social skills and that they are 
prepared well for the move on to school.

n There is good support for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities and children who speak English as an additional language. Staff make 
effective use of the services available to help families, in order for them to share 
required information with staff in their home language. This enables staff to 
individually tailor plans for children's care and learning so that the curriculum is 
ambitious for all. Leaders use additional funding wisely to provide children with 
extra experiences and resources that support changes in their lives.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the effectiveness of team working to build on staff deployment and 
awareness of what children need to learn next 

n build on the relationship with parents to share more information about when 
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children move to the pre-school room.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY334821

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10326814

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 86

Number of children on roll 131

Name of registered person Brighton & Hove City Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526925

Telephone number 01273 294 780

Date of previous inspection 25 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Roundabout Nursery registered in 2006 and is located in Brighton, East Sussex. 
The nursery is open each weekday from 8am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. The 
nursery receives funding to provide early education for children aged two, three 
and four years. There are 32 members of staff who work at the nursery. Of these, 
28 hold relevant childcare qualifications, including early years teacher status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The leaders and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed the 
early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with one of the deputy managers.
n The inspectors spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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