
Inspection of Tern Valley Day Nursery
Unit 100, Tern Valley Business Park, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 3AG

Inspection date: 17 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children often seek out the staff for cuddles and love. Staff are very nurturing and 
attentive towards all children. This helps children to form lasting bonds with the 
staff who care for them. Staff know their key children extremely well. Babies start 
to pull themselves up, crawl and take steps. Staff use praise in recognition of the 
children's efforts. Toddlers watch in awe as they explore the cause and effect of 
mixing different materials together. Staff are incredibly positive role models to the 
children. They talk to them about other's emotions and feelings and there are clear 
boundaries in place. This helps children to learn right from wrong. Staff are highly 
respectful and sensitive to children's individual backgrounds and personal 
situations. They work closely with parents and carers to ensure children are fully 
supported as they move through life and experience change. This helps all children 
to feel valued.

Children make good progress in their learning and development. Staff plan a broad 
range of activities for children to enjoy, based on their individual interests. As a 
result, children are eager to take part. Children are confident learners. They 
eagerly share what they are doing with staff and visitors and invite them to join 
them in their play. Children's independence is given high priority. Older children 
successfully serve themselves to meals and pour their own drinks. All children 
access 'snuffle' and water stations, to help them to gain independence in their self-
care.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The setting benefits from an experienced, strong, and knowledgeable 
management team. They are highly ambitious and strive to provide the very best 
start for children. Their passion is obvious, and this is reflected throughout the 
setting as staff share their ethos to provide a welcoming, family-orientated 
environment in which children thrive. 

n The manager has a strong overview of the curriculum, and this is embedded in 
practice. She monitors staff practice and encourages them to share ideas with 
each other. Staff comment positively about how leaders support their well-being. 
Leaders have regular review meetings with staff to discuss their practice and 
ways that this can be improved. Leaders provide staff with coaching and support 
to help them fully understand their roles and responsibilities. Staff are given 
access to training to help develop further their knowledge and skills. 

n Recruitment procedures check that staff are suitable to work with children, 
induction procedures are robust. This helps staff to understand the steps they 
should take to keep children safe, both in the setting and at home. 

n Staff generally engage well with children and get down to children's level as they 
join in their play. However, at times staff do not adapt their teaching practice. 
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For example, they ask questions to babies who are still babbling, or talk in full 
sentences to younger children who are using single words. This does not fully 
promote children's communication and language development. 

n Children can choose what they want to play with. They especially enjoy playing 
with the play dough. They mould and stretch the dough, manipulating it with 
their hands. Children thoroughly enjoy looking at books and listening to stories. 
They learn about the days of the week, the months of the year and the weather. 
However, sometimes the activities are too long and are very repetitive. As a 
result, children do not consistently gain the best from them to enhance their 
learning even more. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is extremely passionate and 
knowledgeable. She works well alongside children, parents, and other 
professionals to ensure that children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) receive the specialist help they require. The SENCo supports 
staff to plan activities and set and review targets for children. This process is 
successful at ensuring that children with SEND continue to flourish in their 
development. 

n Children's physical development is given high priority. Children thoroughly enjoy 
the time they spend outdoors. They access a variety of equipment to enhance 
their physical skills. For example, they roll hoops and manoeuvre a see-saw. 
Older children transform themselves into animals as they take part in a yoga 
session. They persevere as they balance on one leg and pretend to fly. Children 
are proud of their achievements.  

n Parents and carers speak extremely highly about how staff support their 
children. They state that they can see the progress their child has made in their 
development. Staff provide parents with daily feedback about their child's day. 
They also provide parents with a wealth of activities and information about how 
they can support their child's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to adapt their teaching practice, particularly when they 
communicate with babies and younger children, to help promote children's 
language development

n review the content and length of activities, to ensure that all children gain the 
very best from them to enhance their learning further.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2653501

Local authority Shropshire

Inspection number 10305315

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 112

Number of children on roll 105

Name of registered person Church Street Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908007

Telephone number 07957664144

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Tern Valley Day Nursery registered in 2021 and is in Market Drayton. The nursery 
operates Monday to Friday, 7.30am until 6pm, all year round, except for bank 
holidays and a week at Christmas. The nursery employs 23 members of staff. Of 
these, 22 hold appropriate childcare qualifications between level 1 and level 6. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Rebecca Johnson
Louise Chinyuku
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspectors viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspectors on a learning walk and talked to them about 
their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspectors talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspectors carried out joint observations of group activities with the 
manager.

n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspectors spoke with the nominated individual and managers about the 
leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account 
of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Tern Valley Day Nursery
17 January 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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