
Inspection of Sanderstead Park 
Nursery
THE PAVILION SANDERSTEAD RECREATION GROUND, LIMPSFIELD ROAD, 
SANDERSTEAD CR2 9EA

Inspection date: 23 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have experienced a time of change recently and staff and leadership are 
working hard to provide stability. Children are settled and engaged. Staff use 
established routines to create a feeling of calm. This is reinforced with pictures of 
what happens in nursery, which are used as a visual aid for all children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

Staff work together to plan the ambitious curriculum. Children enjoy a variety of 
activities based around the topic 'traditional tales'. Toddlers concentrate well and 
practise using their fine motor skills, sticking shapes onto a gingerbread man. They 
try again when the shapes do not stick first time, while attentive staff offer 
solutions of why this may be. Children listen, then try a new approach until they 
are successful, and then proudly show staff their creations. Children are happy to 
share ideas and communicate what they are doing. They show curiosity in what is 
happening around them. Children show interest in books and re-tell familiar stories. 
They remember new vocabulary to describe the characters. Children persevere 
when trying to pronounce the words and are congratulated by staff when they get 
it right. 

Staff speak to children kindly and treat them with respect. Staff show consideration 
when asking the children to do anything. For example, children are asked 
permission by staff before having their nappy changed or helped with putting on 
clothes. This helps children to keep themselves safe by teaching ownership of their 
bodies and the language of consent.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan monthly 'umbrella' topics to reflect what is happening in the world 
around them. They design activities based on the needs and interests of the 
children, while focussing on their individual learning and development. Staff use 
observation and tracking to ensure each child makes progress. Management 
make good use of tracking to monitor the progress of all children and support 
staff to fill any gaps.

n The nursery is calm and noise levels are low. Children are busy and show good 
levels of concentration in what they are doing. Children listen well and respond 
to staff positively. Staff play alongside children or sometimes leave them to 
happily play in friendship groups. Children are encouraged to share and show 
'kind hands' to one another. Children struggling with their emotions are tended 
to with gentleness by caring staff.

n Children enjoy being outside daily and have access to an enclosed garden. Staff 
take babies on walks around the local park, safely tucked up in their triple 
buggies. Children splash in puddles and run around in all weathers, cosy and 
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warm in protective outdoor clothing and wellies. Children work together to help 
scoop leaves into a bucket, others practise their coordination and balance while 
climbing on the frame.

n Staff read policies and learn about procedures during their induction. However, 
sometimes messages can be misunderstood or occasionally missed. Managers 
are working hard to solve this and have an open-door policy. Staff are supported 
to further their knowledge in childcare with formal qualifications and short 
courses online. Management test staff's understanding by asking questions at 
one-to-one meetings and quizzes at staff meetings.

n Children are encouraged to be independent in readiness for school. For example, 
older children can go to the toilet on their own. At times, children forget to tell 
staff where they are going and this can lead to them being out of the room 
without always being noticed. The management team is helping staff to develop 
strategies to remind children of the rules.

n The manager and owners work together to promote consistency. Staff, in the 
main, feel able to approach management and discuss all issues. The manager 
uses team meetings, observations and one-to-one meetings, as tools to guide 
staff and develop practice. All staff work together to support positive 
partnerships with parents. Leaders and staff engage with outside agencies, such 
as speech and language, to help achieve positive outcomes for all children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Home-cooked meals are made from fresh ingredients. Children look expectantly 
for their meal as lunchtime arrives. Children tuck in and enjoy their food. Staff 
are knowledgeable about allergy requirements and dietary needs. Older children 
scrape their bowls after they have finished and sit down in readiness for 
pudding. When children ask politely for fruit instead of cake, staff happily 
respond to their needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve methods to communicate all information in a format that staff 
understand

n support staff to implement agreed routines and strategies.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547239

Local authority Croydon

Inspection number 10326951

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 0

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Sanderstead Park Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547238

Telephone number 07931283693

Date of previous inspection 21 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Sanderstead Park Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery is open Monday to Friday 
from 8am until 6pm, all year round. There are eleven members of staff, of whom 
eight are qualified in either level 2 or 3 in childcare qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Zoe Duggan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed the quality of the education being provided across the 
nursery, both indoors and outdoors and assessed the impact on children's 
learning.

n The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation in the baby room.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection and took account of their views.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about the nursery.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n The inspector spoke with the registered individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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