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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff create a welcoming environment at the after-school club. They plan a range 
of activities that capture the children's interests well. Children arrive happily and 
settle into the session with ease. Staff establish good relationships with the 
teachers who work at the school that the children attend, and they share relevant 
information about the children's day. This helps children to receive good levels of 
continuity in their care.

Children show positive engagement as they explore creative activities such as 
stickers, stencils and drawing. Staff ask them questions about their creations and 
support children's thinking skills during conversations. Staff support children to 
create models and structures with construction resources and magnetic blocks. This 
helps to support the children's problem-solving skills, creativity and awareness of 
different mathematical concepts. Staff have high expectations for children's 
behaviour. They provide clear messages and gentle reminders about what is 
expected at the club. As a result, children listen and behave very well.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive good levels of 
support. Staff work in partnership with parents, teachers and other professionals to 
reinforce different learning strategies and goals. It is evident that it is an inclusive 
setting and all children feel happy, safe and settled.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff place strong emphasis on promoting children's emotional well-being. Staff 
frequently ask children about how they feel and talk about kindness towards 
others. Furthermore, staff treat children with respect and are positive role 
models. As a result, children show they are happy at the club and have a good 
bond with staff.  

n Staff create a relaxed environment for children to explore and play. Staff support 
children effectively to share and show consideration towards each other. Children 
behave well and form good relationships with their peers. For instance, they 
have discussions about their interests and their day. Older children play 
collaboratively on shared activities and show good engagement, negotiation and 
turn-taking skills. Children's social development is well nurtured during their time 
at the club. 

n Staff teach children about diversity in an effective way. For instance, they 
encourage all children to share information about their home cultures and 
celebrate a range of different festivals that are meaningful to the children. For 
example, during Diwali, they made tea light holders, and they created paper 
boats when celebrating Thailand National Day. This helps children to learn about 
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each other's similarities and differences and develop respectful attitudes towards 
each other.

n Staff support children to lead active and healthy lifestyles. For instance, they 
provide children with healthy snacks such as fruits, salads and yoghurts. They 
also have regular discussions with childen about good lifestyles choices and 
foods that help them to grow. 

n Staff listen to children's ideas and views well. For example, they ask children 
about what resources they want to use. Children speak positively about their 
time at the club. They express that they enjoy the different activities and like 
spending time with their friends. Some older children express that they would 
like a wider variety of snacks to choose from. 

n Staff form good partnerships with parents and carers. Parents express high 
levels of satisfaction with their experience. They state that staff are friendly and 
accommodating and take time to get to know each child well. They comment 
that their children enjoy attending and regularly take home different art and 
craft projects they have worked on. 

n Staff meet individual children's needs very well. They gather lots of important 
information from parents, before their children join, to understand about their 
culture, home languages, medical needs and interests. Staff engage with 
additional training, when required, and work collaboratively to support all 
children during their time at the after-school club. 

n Staff complete ongoing evaluations of the strengths of the setting and areas for 
development. Staff make regular evaluations of the activities and how they can 
enhance the experiences for the children and families. They show good 
commitment to completing relevant training to help to keep their knowledge up 
to date, such as courses on promoting diversity and supporting children's mental 
health and well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY306311

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10305773

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 72

Name of registered person Wandsworth Borough Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907101

Telephone number 07789030635

Date of previous inspection 3 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Smallwood After School Centre and Holiday Playcentre registered in 2005. It is run 
by Wandsworth Play Services. It operates from Smallwood Primary School in the 
Tooting area, in the London Borough of Wandsworth. The setting is open each 
weekday, from 3.30pm to 6pm, during school term times. The setting employs two 
members of staff. These staff hold relevant qualifications at level 3 and level 2. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Mckenzie
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector carried out a number of observations and assessed the quality of 
the children's experiences at the after-school club. 

n The inspector spoke to the staff about their roles, responsibilities and well-being. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents and considered their views as part of the 

inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to several children and took account of how they feel about 

attending the setting. 
n A range of documentation was viewed, including staff suitability information and 

training certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Smallwood After School Centre and Holiday Playcentre
15 January 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

