
Inspection of Poppies Daycare Nursery 
Ltd
Perham Down Road, Perham Down, Andover, Hampshire SP11 9FQ

Inspection date: 23 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Managers and staff create an environment that nurtures children's interests and 
values them as individuals. Staff work closely with parents from the outset to 
ensure that they have all the information they need to help children transition to 
nursery smoothly. For example, staff settle babies to sleep using the same 
techniques as their parents to help them feel secure. Children show that they are 
happy and motivated to learn. For example, toddlers join in with excitement as 
staff read stories. Children behave well and are kind and polite. Staff teach children 
how to share their feelings and communicate effectively with others to develop 
their social and emotional skills. For example, when minor disagreements occur, 
staff explain to children how sharing works and demonstrate how to ask for a turn.

Staff support children's language development well. They add new words to extend 
children's vocabulary and repeat children's language to help them pronounce words 
correctly. Children learn to be independent in preparation for school. Toddlers learn 
to put on their own coats, and pre-school children serve their own food and pour 
their own drinks. Children enjoy plenty of fresh air and exercise every day. Toddlers 
smile widely as they stamp in puddles in the garden. The curriculum is carefully 
organised to meet the individual needs of every child and ensure all children make 
good progress. Children are well prepared for the next stage in their education, 
including school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers plan a curriculum with a strong focus on developing children's 
communication, social and physical skills. Children's emotional well-being is 
particularly well nurtured, which supports their learning and promotes positive 
behaviour because they feel safe and secure. Staff use assessment well to 
identify any gaps in children's development and take swift action to close them.

n Managers organise a robust system for staff training. Staff show a proactive 
approach to developing their practice, quickly implementing new information 
they have learned. For example, following recent mathematics training, pre-
school staff organise activities that teach children to recognise a small group of 
items without needing to count them to develop their numeracy skills.

n Staff provide plenty of opportunities for children to develop their fine motor skills 
to build the muscles they need for early writing. For example, staff working with 
toddlers teach them how to use single-handed tools, such as scissors. Pre-school 
children manipulate play dough with their hands as they enjoy a 'dough disco'.

n Children are kind and polite to others. They play cooperatively as they pretend 
to make cakes using jars of coloured beads, sharing the resources and saying 
'please' and 'thank you' to each other. Staff praise positive behaviour and help 
children to identify and name their feelings to help them learn to manage their 
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own behaviour.
n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. 

Managers use extra funding well to meet the needs of the intended children. The 
special educational needs and/or disabilities coordinator makes appropriate 
referrals to external agencies, when needed, to help children get the support 
they need to make good progress.  

n Staff nurture a love of books. Toddlers join in with the parts of the stories they 
know well as staff read to them. Staff teach children a wide variety of songs and 
rhymes to develop their vocabulary and literacy skills. They skilfully use targeted 
singing activities to provide extra support where gaps are identified in children's 
language development, following training from speech and language 
professionals.

n Staff support children to learn to manage their own self-care to help build their 
confidence and self-esteem. Older children attend to their own toileting, and 
staff teach children to wash their own hands and wipe their own noses 
hygienically. Children develop the independence and resilience they need in 
preparation for school. 

n Staff plan a wide variety of exciting activities to build on children's interests. 
However, at times, staff do not organise group activities well enough in the pre-
school room to enable children to fully engage in learning. For example, 
sometimes activities to develop children's language skills take place in a noisy 
room, which impacts on children's ability to tune into the words and sounds that 
staff are teaching them. As a result, some children's concentration is hindered.

n Parents report that they are very happy with the care and learning their children 
receive. Staff provide parents with advice and guidance to support them to 
extend their children's learning at home. For example, they share information 
about toilet training and organise meetings with parents to explain the transition 
to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n manage distractions during adult-led activities in the pre-school room to support 
children to stay engaged and focused on their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY431980

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10317414

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Poppies Daycare Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527456

Telephone number 01980 844008

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Poppies Daycare Nursery Limited registered in 2011. It operates from Perham 
Down, near Andover, on Salisbury Plain. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, 
from 7.30am to 5.30pm, all year round. It receives funding for the provision of free 
early education to children aged two, three and four years old. The nursery 
employs 16 staff to work with the children. Of these, one member of staff holds a 
relevant level 6 qualification, 11 hold early years qualifications from level 2 to level 
5 and four are unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Large
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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