
Inspection of Southsea Nature 
Nursery
St Johns College, Grove Road South, Portsmouth PO5 3QW

Inspection date: 17 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this fully inclusive and homely nursery. Staff know children 
incredibly well and show delight when discussing their key children with the 
inspector. Children mirror staff's enthusiasm as they arrive happily and eager to 
learn. They develop kindness and compassion for others. For example, children 
notice when a friend is on their own and invite them to play. Staff provide children 
with the tools they need to maintain meaningful friendships. For example, all 
children learn simple sign language, ensuring every child has a voice that is heard.  

Children learn about the world through first-hand experiences and meaningful 
interactions. This helps them to make connections within their learning. For 
instance, children examine preserved insects with great curiosity. They place the 
insects on a light table and explore their differing characteristics. Staff present new 
information to expand children's knowledge. For example, children learn that the 
common bluebottle butterfly that is native to South East Asia enjoys flying across 
treetops and can recognise colour. 

Children behave exceptionally well and take pride in completing routine activities 
such as tidying up. For example, children independently sweep the floor, clean 
spillages and pack toys away without prompting. They work in collaboration and 
offer help to those who are struggling with heavy items. Once finished with their 
own task, children offer their support to help others who still have jobs to do. Staff 
provide meaningful praise which helps to reinforce positive behaviour and build 
excellent levels of self-esteem. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership and management are highly effective. The manager and her team 
develop a curriculum that is ambitious and builds precisely on what children 
need to learn next. Staff benefit from regular supervision that is supportive and 
effective at developing their skills. This creates a highly capable, motivated and 
dedicated team that provides children with an excellent start to their early 
education.  

n Staff provide children with an abundance of high-quality interactions that 
prioritise their communication skills. For example, children who are at an early 
stage within their communication development, receive expert support and 
communication aids that enable them to make their needs and desires known. 
Those who are at a later stage in their development, gain a broad vocabulary 
and learn that some words, such as 'mammoth', have more than one meaning. 
This helps all children to become effective communicators. 

n Staff use conversation to extend and reinforce children's understanding of 
healthy lifestyles. For example, children chat about their journeys and compare 
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the different modes of transport they use. This initiates a discussion about the 
benefits of keeping active. Children learn that regular exercise, such as cycling, 
can help to keep their bodies fit and their hearts healthy. Staff also use these 
discussions to teach children about safety. For instance, children learn why 
brakes and bells are important tools when riding a bike and how these can help 
to keep them and others safe. This helps children to develop safe behaviours 
and healthy attitudes. 

n Staff provide children with excellent opportunities to explore the world through 
their senses. For example, children experiment with sound as they drop dried 
lentils and peas onto musical instruments. They listen intently and observe how 
'sprinkling' lentils onto bells makes a 'tinkering' sound. Children release handfuls 
of lentils from various heights to test how this will affect the sounds they make. 
This helps children to express their creativity while broadening connections with 
what they already know. 

n Children lead their own play and benefit from the freedom staff give them to 
think through and test out their ideas. For example, a child creates a new tool to 
enhance his mark-making technique. He takes time to think through his design 
before attaching pencils to the roof of a toy car with tape. The child tests out his 
idea before adjusting the position of the pencils so the tips are pointing towards 
the paper. The child then moves the car back and forth and watches the pencils 
as they leave marks on the paper. This helps children to develop critical-thinking 
skills that will prepare them well for future learning. 

n The passionate and dedicated team works seamlessly with parents and 
professionals to ensure children, including those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities, receive a curriculum that is ambitious and tailored precisely to 
their individual needs. Parents receive regular, detailed information on their 
children's progress through face-to-face meetings and via their online app. Staff 
promote home learning through a story sack lending library and photos 
providing ideas on play. This helps to provide a consistent approach to children's 
learning, helping them to reach their full potential.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2655061

Local authority Portsmouth

Inspection number 10305526

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Nature Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534878

Telephone number 07530438993

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Southsea Nature Nursery registered in August 2021 and provides sessional day 
care for children aged two to five years. It operates from the grounds of St John's 
College in Portsmouth and is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm, offering a 
range of sessions. The provider employs seven staff, six of whom hold a relevant  
qualification at level 3 or above. The provider is in receipt of funding for children 
aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Paula Sissons
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the provision and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 
during the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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