
Inspection of Piglets Day Nursery
Pylands Lane, Bursledon, Southampton, Hampshire SO31 1BH

Inspection date: 12 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff consider children's interests when they plan for their learning. For instance, 
when children show an interest in the weather becoming colder, staff organise a 
winter themed activity to extend children's understanding of the world around 
them. Children enjoy investigating what happens to ice when they sprinkle salt on 
it. Staff encourage children to think of different words to describe their 
observations, which helps to extend children's vocabulary. 

Children are given opportunities to try new things. For example, staff give children 
different foods to eat during snack time to enable them to explore different tastes. 
Older children serve their own food, which supports them to develop their 
independence skills. They demonstrate a willingness to keep trying as they attempt 
to pick the food up with tongs. Staff give children encouragement and support to 
help them achieve their task. This helps children to learn to persevere when they 
are faced with challenges. 

Staff support children to take appropriate risks during their activities. For instance, 
when children choose to balance on beams, staff gently guide them to think about 
how to arrange and use the equipment safely. Children listen to staff and respond 
appropriately. This helps children to learn how to manage risks for themselves. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders implement effective strategies to promote staff's well-being and 
professional development. Leaders ensure that they meet regularly with staff to 
discuss how they are getting on and any concerns they may have. Leaders also 
observe staff practice so that they can provide staff with mentoring and 
coaching. This enables leaders to identify areas where additional training and 
support for staff are needed, which helps to improve children's experiences at 
nursery.  

n Leaders and staff understand the importance of working with parents to help 
children to settle in well when they first join the nursery. Staff take time getting 
to know children, which enables them to design a settling-in programme that is 
tailored to each child. This supports children to adjust quickly to being at nursery 
and to confidently engage with staff.  

n Parents are happy with the setting and their children enjoy attending. Staff 
communicate effectively with parents and keep them informed of their children's 
progress through the parent app, termly reports and regular, informal chats. 
Staff also encourage parents to share what children have learned at home so 
that staff are more informed about children's progress. This helps staff 
implement appropriate planning and support for children's continued learning.

n Leaders and staff provide effective support for children with special educational 
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needs and/or disabilities. They work in partnership with other agencies involved 
in children's care to promote their ongoing development. For example, leaders 
arrange for parents and professionals to provide staff with relevant training. This 
enables staff to meet children's needs. 

n Overall, staff are focused on promoting children's safety. For instance, they 
regularly check on babies while they sleep. However, they do not always respond 
promptly to domestic tasks, such as cleaning up spillages to reduce the risk of 
children slipping. This does not fully support children to identify and manage 
risks for themselves. 

n Staff support children to strengthen their mathematical knowledge, such as by 
singing counting songs. Staff extend these learning opportunities by encouraging 
children to represent the numbers. Children eagerly join in and show staff how 
many fingers they need to hold up to match the number in their song. This 
enables staff to assess what children know so that they can identify how to 
support children to further their understanding of mathematical concepts.  

n Staff arrange the learning environment to support children's physical 
development. For instance, babies become fully engrossed in scooping and 
pouring oats into containers. Toddlers manipulate play dough to make birthday 
cakes. They place sticks on the top to represent candles and sing 'happy 
birthday' to their friends. This helps children to develop their small-muscle skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to recognise the importance of taking prompt action to respond to 
hazards in the environment, such as spillages. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511331

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10325905

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 97

Name of registered person Piglets Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908317

Telephone number 02380 406686

Date of previous inspection 30 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Piglets Day Nursery registered in 1998 and is located in Southampton. The nursery 
is open from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. The 
nursery provides funding for two-, three-, and four-year-old children. It employs 28 
members of staff. Of these, one holds a level 6, one holds a level 5, four hold a 
level 4, 15 hold a level 3 and two hold a level 2 appropriate qualification in 
childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Kiely
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager completed a learning walk of the nursery with the inspector 
and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The deputy manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group 

activity. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Piglets Day Nursery
12 January 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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