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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children arrive happy and are greeted warmly by the welcoming staff. Staff show
genuine interest in the children and their families and form strong bonds with
them. Experienced staff create a calm, cosy and homely environment, which
children adore. Leaders have created an ambitious curriculum for all children. This
is based on the secure knowledge of children's current skills and interests and
takes account of what they want children to learn next.

Staff regularly introduce new language and resources to extend and build on
children's previous learning. For example, older children are curious to learn about
different birds in winter. Furthermore, they are excited to observe a 'red kite' fly
into the neighbouring field. Children learn how to use all their senses to understand
the properties of different materials and objects. For instance, younger children
become deeply engaged in their play as they scoop, pour and transfer sand, water
and coloured oats to different containers. Children make good progress and
demonstrate an eagerness to explore and learn more.

Staff reflect a positive and respectful culture and have high expectations for
children's behaviour. As a result, children demonstrate very good levels of self-
confidence and self-esteem and behave impeccably well. Children display
exceptionally positive and mature behaviours. They are motivated to explore and
play extremely well together. Staff sensitively support and promote children's
emotional security, resilience, independence and development. Children thrive in
their nurturing environment. They build very strong emotional bonds with their key
person.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B |eaders are passionate and committed to the continuous improvement of the
nursery. They have an accurate view of the setting. The supportive management
team provides good opportunities for staff training and support. For example,
training recently completed has helped the team to further support and monitor
children's language and communication skills. As a result, this training is making
a positive difference to the progress children make in this area.

m Children are curious about the world around them and relish the opportunities to
be outside. This supports them in learning new skills and vocabulary. For
instance, children use binoculars to observe nature; they enjoy painting and
compare quantities as they fill and empty various containers in the water tray.
Much laughter and giggles can be heard from a group of children as they build
dens in the garden with their friends. Children learn the necessary skills they
need to be ready for school, such as taking turns, sharing, independence and
listening to instructions.
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B Staff encourage children constantly to be increasingly independent. For example,
young children have plenty of opportunities to negotiate steps and equipment.
Older children develop confidence in using various tools in their play, such as
pipettes, spanners and screwdrivers. This helps to develop the muscles in their
hands needed to hold and control a pencil successfully.

m Overall, staff support children's communication and language skills well. Children
are provided with a language-rich environment. Staff use various opportunities
to extend children's vocabulary. For example, they ask questions to encourage
children to think and talk about their play. However, during some group
activities, while the more confident children voice their ideas and knowledge,
staff do not always consider how to encourage those who are quieter and less
confident to talk and express themselves.

B Staff gather relevant information from parents when children first start about
what they already know and can do. Staff use this information, alongside their
own observations and assessment, to plan interesting and challenging activities.
Key persons know their children well. They spend quality time with them to
establish strong relationships and help them to feel safe and secure.

B Partnership with parents is a real strength of the nursery. Staff share photos and
regular information about children's progress via an online app and verbal
discussions. Parents comment that they are 'immensely impressed' and that staff
are 'highly professional and committed, and children get the best start in life'.

B The management team is proactive in monitoring staff practice. Managers work
alongside staff and model practice effectively. Leaders meet with staff regularly
to discuss their well-being and the progress that individual children are making.
This all helps to raise the quality of care and learning. Staff say they feel fully
supported. They are given opportunities to enhance their existing skills and
knowledge.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance opportunities for children who are less confident in speaking to talk and
express themselves.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY499912

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10326417

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 083

Name of registered person Willow Cottage Nurseries Ltd
Telephone number 01869 251358

Date of previous inspection 29 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Willow Cottage Nursery (Bletchingdon) registered in 2016 as a private limited
company. The nursery is situated at The Old School, in Bletchingdon, Oxfordshire.
It is one of three privately owned nurseries located in Oxfordshire. The nursery
operates weekdays, from 7.40am until 5.45pm, for 51 weeks of the year. The
nursery receives funding to provide early education for children aged two, three
and four years. The nursery employs 26 staff, 21 of whom hold appropriate early
years qualifications between level 2 and level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anneliese Fox-Jones
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
setting and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector observed activities in the three main base rooms and garden. She
talked to staff about the progress individual children are making and what they
want the children to learn.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk across all areas of the
nursery to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are
organised.

B A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager. The
inspector observed interactions between staff and the children and evaluated the
impact these have on children's learning.

B The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of staff
working with children.

B The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including evidence of paediatric
first-aid training. The inspector had a discussion with leaders about the
evaluation of the setting and plans for improvement.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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