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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Leaders have embedded thorough, supportive settling-in systems. They help
children to settle quickly and feel secure. Children excitedly explore the interesting
learning environments and show a strong desire to learn. Leaders have devised a
well-thought-out, aspirational curriculum. They have high expectations for what all
children can achieve. Children are keen to carry out tasks for themselves. For
example, even very young children find their own drinking cups and feed
themselves with a spoon. Older children serve their own healthy meals and put on
their own coats. All children make good progress from their starting points.

Staff have created a respectful environment, where each child is valued as an
individual. Staff help children to develop a sense of kindness and respect. When
exploring books, staff encourage children to reflect on each other's similarities and
differences, such as their different hair and eye colour. Babies demonstrate their
kindness as they carry dolls and place them gently in their bed and snuggle up to
them. Older children play cooperatively together. As they create a track for the
train, other children join in by making tunnels with their legs. They all giggle
together as the trains go 'under the bridge'. Children have developed loving bonds
with the staff and each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Overall, the curriculum for communication and language is implemented well.
Staff encourage frequent two-way conversation with children, showing interest
and using clear pronunciation of words. Babies make attempts to copy the words
that staff use. Staff sing with enthusiasm, and babies become excited when they
hear familiar songs and giggle as they anticipate the ending. Staff use a range of
strategies, such as sign language, to support children's communication skills.
Children make good progress and become confident communicators.

W Staff instil a love of books and reading. As babies find their favourite stories,
staff encourage them to turn the pages and name the items that they point to.
Older children spend long periods sharing books together and with staff. Staff
use visual aids and props to encourage children to retell their favourite stories
and make predictions about what might happen next. Children's early literacy
skills are developing well.

m Staff offer a wide range of activities to help children strengthen their large-
muscle skills. Babies are provided with lots of reassurance and the space to
develop early crawling and walking skills. The well-resourced outdoor area
provides opportunities for children to balance, run and climb. Children develop
their small-muscle skills as they squeeze and roll dough to make 'pizza’ for their
friends. Staff teach children how to safely cut with knives as they cut up fruits
together. These fun experiences help children to make good progress in their
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physical development.

B The special educational needs and disabilities coordinator (SENDCo) is
knowledgeable and committed to her role. Staff and the SENDCo act promptly
when they have concerns about children's development. The SENDCo works
effectively with parents, staff at other settings that the children attend, and
other agencies. They work together to plan appropriate targets for each child, to
support them to make good progress.

B There is a strong emphasis on self-evaluation within the nursery. Leaders
regularly seek the views of parents and staff and use this feedback to influence
their improvements. Leaders have embedded supportive supervision procedures
in which staff are provided with coaching and targeted training to help them to
build on their skills and knowledge over time. Leaders have an accurate view of
the strengths and areas of development for the nursery.

B Staff know children's next steps in their learning. They plan appropriate activities
and experiences that help children to develop new skills and knowledge. For
example, staff introduce a range of soft materials and encourage young children
to develop their hand-eye coordination as they thread. However, during free
play, as children show interest in using the material in other ways, staff direct
them back to complete the task that was planned. Staff do not consistently
extend children's ideas or use these opportunities to allow children to practise
and consolidate their skills.

m Overall, the day is planned well, and children are engaged. However, some
activities and daily routines are not organised effectively to maintain children's
attention. For example, as children get ready for mealtimes, it is not always clear
which staff are responsible for continuing to engage children in learning
opportunities. This results in some children becoming disengaged and noise
levels rising. Staff do not consistently support children to get the most from the
learning opportunities on offer at mealtimes.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B help staff to recognise opportunities to extend children's ideas and learning
during free play

B review the organisation of routines and activities so that children are consistently
engaged in quality learning experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY428639

Local authority Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council
Inspection number 10318986

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
oD e
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to3d

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Kids In Bloom Limited

Telephone number 0151 477 8640

Date of previous inspection 5 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Kids In Bloom @ Northwood Children's Centre registered in 2011 and is situated in
Kirkby, Liverpool. The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, six
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery opens
from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The
out-of-school provision opens from 3.15pm until 6pm, during term time, and from
7.30am until 6pm, during the holidays. The nursery provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The nominated individual and the manager joined the inspector on a learning
walk and talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want their
children to learn.

B Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

m Children spoke to and communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

® The SENDCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities.

B The nominated individual and the inspector carried out a joint observation
during a group activity.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B Leaders showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability of
staff working at the setting.

B The inspector had a telephone conversation with the parent representative for
the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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