
Inspection of Paston Fundays Pre-
School
Honeyhill Children's Centre, 150 Chadburn, Paston, PETERBOROUGH PE4 7DH

Inspection date: 17 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff warmly greet each child into the pre-school. They ask how children are feeling 
and provide good support to children who may be slightly unsettled. Staff's warm 
and caring approach helps children to settle quickly, and they eagerly explore their 
chosen activity. Staff work hard to create a friendly and homely setting that 
provides good support for children and their families. A feelings board has been 
introduced to help children who find it difficult to express their emotions to identify, 
understand and respond to the feelings they have. Children play calmly and show 
good focus and attention as they play. Staff help children to learn how to show 
kindness towards others. Children are learning to share and take turns.

Staff provide children with a range of activities that promote the use of their senses 
and helps to begin the development of their creative thoughts and development 
over time. In role play, children chop and peel real fruit and vegetables, they play 
with everyday household objects, such as spatulas and cups. Spices are added to 
dough and children explore tea bags and coffee granules mixed with water. They 
pour drinks from teapots to serve to staff and their friends. These types of activities 
also help to develop children's fine motor skills and hand muscles in preparation for 
being able to use and hold writing materials confidently in school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders consistently think about how they can best support children and families 
in the pre-school. They give high regard to children's backgrounds and family 
lives and the individual support they might need. Leaders help parents access a 
range of resources in the community and invite them to regular stay-and-play 
sessions, which help them to support their children's learning, both in the pre-
school and at home. Parents speak highly of the setting and the care their 
children receive. 

n Leaders demonstrate a clear understanding of their aims for children's 
development before starting school. They want to give children the best start in 
life. Staff create an environment that gives children access to a broad range of 
play and learning opportunities, both indoors and outdoors, that motivate them 
to learn. Staff take children out into the community and city centre. For example, 
they visit the museum for literacy focused play activities.  

n Leaders provide good support to the staff team. They utilise their team's 
strengths well and recognise where additional support is needed. Staff morale is 
good, and they say they feel well supported in their role. An ongoing programme 
of professional development opportunities continually helps staff to build their 
skills. Currently, there is a strong focus on staff's communication with children, 
as on occasions some staff do not demonstrate enough ambition to help children 
build good communication and language skills and opportunities to extend 
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learning are missed. 
n Staff help children to become independent and learn vital skills for later life. At 

snack time, children spread butter on toast and clear away the cup and plate 
they have been using. They attempt to dress themselves for outdoor play and 
hang their belongings on a peg when they arrive. Staff teach children how to 
use and carefully handle breakable items, such as cups and teapots. They learn 
how to safely chop vegetables.  

n There is a strong focus on literacy and promoting early reading within the pre-
school and home through schemes, such as a lending library for the parents, 
siblings and the children who attend. Staff carefully weave core stories into 
activities, such as discussing and creating models of dinosaurs from the current 
book, when playing with dough. Staff read regularly to children both as a group 
and individually, which helps to foster a love of books.

n The pre-school has clear systems in place to recognise and meet the needs of 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff strive to provide 
a learning environment that consistently meets their needs and helps them to 
make good progress. Positive relationships are in place with parents and other 
professionals to ensure that identified learning targets are consistently 
implemented.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend existing systems for the monitoring of staff performance to continue to 
strengthen and improve on teaching skills that especially help to further develop 
children's communication and language. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 404999

Local authority Peterborough

Inspection number 10304882

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Family Action

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517161

Telephone number 07789 691102

Date of previous inspection 5 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Paston Fundays Pre-School registered in 2001 and is managed by the charity, 
Family Action. The charity employs five members of childcare staff. All staff hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and above. The pre-school opens 
from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 11.45am, 
and 12.15pm until 3.15pm. A lunch club operates each day between 11.45am and 
12.15pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Mooney

Inspection report: Paston Fundays Pre-School
17 January 2024 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observation of a group activity with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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