
Inspection of Leo's Day Nursery
66 St Alban's Road, Arnold NG5 6GS

Inspection date: 12 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and their families are warmly welcomed into this friendly and caring 
nursery. There is a clear and effective key-person system in place. When children 
start at the nursery, the staff work with parents to find out about their child's 
normal routines, interests and development. Children have strong attachments to 
their key person. Babies and toddlers receive lots of cuddles and reassurance when 
they arrive at the setting and throughout the day. Children show a sense of 
belonging at the nursery. Pre-school children confidently talk to the inspector about 
what they enjoy doing at the nursery. They point out their friends and the toys that 
they enjoy playing with.

Staff are good role models. They get down to children's level and play alongside 
children. They help children to problem solve and encourage them to keep trying 
when at first they struggle. Children concentrate and persevere as they work using 
tools to break ice and free toy animals that are frozen into it. When a child 
comments that breaking the ice with the tools is really hard work, staff encourage 
the children to think of ways they could melt the ice to make freeing the animals 
easier. Children recall prior experiences and suggest adding warm water to the ice.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff comment that they enjoy working at the nursery. They have regular 
supervision and receive feedback on their practice. Robust recruitment 
procedures are in place to ensure that all staff employed to work with children 
are suitable to do so. New staff receive a comprehensive induction to ensure 
that they understand their role and responsibilities. 

n The setting's special educational needs coordinator supports the key person of 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) to work in 
partnership with parents and other professionals. They plan and implement 
strategies and interventions to ensure that all children with SEND receive the 
support that they need to make good progress in their learning and 
development. 

n Staff encourage children to learn how to resolve conflict and to recognise and 
manage their emotions. Pre-school children are confident to express how they 
feel. This includes expressing when they are happy, sad, angry or frustrated. At 
dinner time when pre-school children do not want to help tidy up toys, staff get 
to their level and talk to them. Staff encourage the children to think about the 
activities they would like to get out to play with after they have eaten dinner. 
This helps motivate the children to put the toys they have been playing with 
away.

n Staff promote children's love of books and stories. Pre-school children listen to 
stories being read. Staff encourage them to talk about what they can see in the 
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illustrations. Children use their imaginations to pretend to make porridge. Staff 
support them to recall and act out the story of Goldilocks and the three bears. 
However, staff do not consistently give children enough time to think and 
respond to questions they ask. Children are not able to share their own ideas 
and feelings.

n Staff provide children with freshly cooked healthy meals. Good attention is paid 
to meeting children's individual dietary requirements and preferences. Children 
are encouraged to drink water as needed throughout the day. They are learning 
to take care of their own hygiene needs. Pre-school children wipe their own 
noses and understand that they need to wash their hands before eating to 
prevent germs from making them ill. 

n Parents value the information that staff share with them about their child's day 
and about the progress they are making in their development. They comment on 
the progress that their children have made, which they attribute to the time that 
their children spend at the nursery. 

n The implementation of the curriculum for physical development is not as robust 
as other aspects of the curriculum. Pre-school children enjoy taking part in a 
wide range of activities outside. Staff provide children with the opportunity to 
develop their coordination and spatial awareness as they ride and steer wheeled 
toys. Children work together to build towers with empty milk crates. However, 
staff working with younger children do not plan well enough for physical 
exercise.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's awareness of how to promote children's communication skills and 
extend children's language

n support staff that work with babies and toddlers to deliver the curriculum for 
physical development effectively, providing opportunities for children to have 
regular access to fresh air and take part in physical exercise.

Inspection report: Leo's Day Nursery
12 January 2024 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY346312

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10325841

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 73

Name of registered person Leo's Childrens Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902804

Telephone number 0115 9673229

Date of previous inspection 21 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Leo's Day Nursery located in Arnold, Nottingham registered in 2007. The nursery 
employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 5, nine hold level 3 qualifications and two hold level 2 
childcare qualifications. The nursery opens Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the 
year, closing for Christmas and bank holidays. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Teresa Lester
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the 

nursery.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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