
Inspection of Kids Planet Harrogate
Sunbeams, Ainsty Road, Harrogate HG1 4AP

Inspection date: 15 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff follow children's interests and extend children's learning in areas they chose 
to play in. For instance, toddlers show enjoyment as they splash in the water and 
staff extend conversations to develop toddlers' vocabulary. Young children enjoy 
experimenting with containers as staff teach them about mathematical concepts, 
such as full and empty. Older children are engrossed in mark-making activities and 
staff encourage them to paint the dinosaur feet to make tracks. Staff are good role 
models for children and encourage them to be kind and caring towards each other. 
They know children well and provide a good balance of challenge and support to 
help them make progress. Children's behaviour is positive, and they begin to 
develop an awareness of social boundaries and expectations. 

Since the pandemic, staff continue to focus on supporting children's speech and 
language development. They consistently use opportunities to model new 
vocabulary during activities and children's self-chosen play. In addition, staff have 
all received training to help them complete specific assessments to evaluate 
children's communication and language skills. This helps them to make swift 
referrals and provide tailored support in the nursery while they await help from 
other professionals. Gaps in children's learning begin to close. Parents leave 
positive feedback about their experiences and their children's learning. They say 
that they feel their children are safe and supported here and that staff 
communicate very well with them. This helps them to feel involved and included in 
their children's learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is ambitious and interesting for children. Staff are clear on what 
they want to teach children and use information from assessments to help them 
plan activities. Children develop secure foundations for future learning and staff 
quickly identify areas where children may need further support. Staff have a 
clear focus on supporting children's communication and language development. 

n The leadership team and staff have worked hard to ensure that children in pre-
school are well prepared for the next stages in their learning. Staff speak to 
teachers in schools to ensure that they are helping children develop the right 
skills they will need before they start. They communicate this information to 
parents to promote continuity. Children enjoy some focused-group activities and 
take turns to 'stir the soup' as they think about which words rhyme. This helps 
them to develop their concentration and listening skills. 

n Overall, children show good levels of concentration and focus on developing new 
skills. They are keen to join in with activities and show enjoyment in learning. 
However, at times, staff do not focus their teaching and attention on some 
children who are quieter in the group. On occasion, these children wander 
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around activities and resources, as opposed to engaging in purposeful learning. 
n Children have good relationships with their key person and other members of 

staff. They show confidence in asking them for help and benefit from being with 
staff who are kind, caring and nurturing towards them. Staff meet children's care 
needs effectively and provide parents with detailed information on children's 
meals, sleep and toileting. Overall, children are happy and settled in the nursery.

n However, on the day of the inspection, babies and toddlers shared one room due 
to lower numbers in the nursery. In addition, staff in this room focused on 
completing routine tasks before lunch, while children were still playing and 
exploring. Both aspects hindered children's learning and levels of engagement at 
this time and the environment became chaotic, resulting in some children 
becoming upset. 

n In contrast, staff use consistent behaviour management strategies across the 
nursery. They talk to children about using 'kind hands' and 'kind feet' and 
consistently praise children for their efforts and positive behaviours. Staff 
support children to share and purposefully use less resources in activities to 
promote turn-taking. Children make good progress in their personal, social and 
emotional development, which parents state they are particularly pleased with. 

n Partnerships are very positive. For example, new children attend flexible settling-
in visits. The manager welcomes staff into the nursery from other settings to 
share information about how to meet their specific needs. The manager and 
staff team are passionate about working closely with children's families. They 
provide a range of home-learning experiences and activities for families to take 
home. 

n The leadership team shows dedication and commitment to providing good 
standards of care and learning for children. There is a clear vision for continual 
improvement. The company has a team to support staff in their work with 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff say they feel 
valued in the nursery and benefit from regular supervisions to help them develop 
their practice. There is a strong focus on promoting staff's positive emotional 
well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus staff's teaching for children who are quieter members in the group to 
ensure that they are also supported in their learning
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n ensure that staff are consistently aware of, and focus on, young children's level 
of engagement and their emotional well-being.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2754810

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10325935

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 81

Number of children on roll 145

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 01423526204

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids planet Harrogate, in North Yorkshire, registered again in 2023 and is situated 
in the grounds of St Robert's Catholic Primary School, Harrogate. The nursery 
employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of these, the majority hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one member of staff with 
early years teacher status and the manager who has a level 5. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities attend. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Lorains
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with the setting 
and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n A joint observation was completed by the manager and the inspector during a 
planned activity indoors.

n The inspector held a discussion with manager and management team in relation 
to the leadership and management of the nursery. She looked at relevant 
documentation, such as evidence of recruitment, staff's qualifications and their 
suitability to work with children. 

n The inspector spoke to parents and obtained feedback for the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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