
Inspection of St Andrews Pre-School
St Andrew's Road, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3BJ

Inspection date: 17 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children flourish and thrive at this very welcoming and friendly setting. Staff 
interact warmly with them and are very kind and caring. They know the children 
well. Staff are very supportive and encouraging of children. Children are happy and 
extremely confident, showing high levels of self-esteem. 

There is an ambitious curriculum that successfully challenges children to make the 
best possible progress across all areas of learning. The focus of leaders and staff 
on developing children's independence, resilience and self-esteem successfully 
prepares children for future learning, including moving on to school. Staff provide 
very good opportunities for children to carry out tasks for themselves, to keep 
trying and to be socially confident in different situations. There is a happy buzz 
across the playrooms as children immerse themselves in various learning 
opportunities.

Staff have high expectations for all children and promote these well through their 
positive interactions and guidance. Children behave really well. They are kind, 
considerate and play nicely with others. They seek each other and staff out in play, 
particularly in games, where they take turns and share. Staff are very positive role 
models, and children follow their lead, showing friendly behaviour towards familiar 
people and visitors. 

The setting works very well with parents to ensure they work together to meet the 
children's needs. Parents report very positively on the excellent communication 
with staff and how well they are involved in their children's learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is strong leadership that ensures continued improvements to practice. This 
has led staff to provide targeted 'bucket time' for specific children to help them 
focus and concentrate for increasing amounts of time. Children make good and, 
in some areas, excellent progress in their learning and development based on 
their starting points. Staff extend learning consistently so that all children benefit 
greatly from their interactions.

n Children learn to solve problems. For example, outdoors, when some guttering 
moves, preventing the balls from rolling into the pit, children look to see what is 
wrong and correct it, handling the awkward pipes themselves to continue with 
their experiments. During a game, when three children pick a different game 
each they would like to play, the member of staff tells them, 'There are three 
games, what can we do so everyone is happy?' A four-year-old tells her, 'We can 
take it in turns to play all the games.' 

n Children understand the familiar routines and expectations from staff, which 
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results in happy, active children, who have a positive attitude to learning. 
Sometimes, however, not all large-group times work as well as they could to 
ensure that children focus more and benefit fully from the learning opportunities.

n Staff's strong focus on children's communication and language results in children 
who competently use language to express themselves and share the rules of 
games. For example, a four-year-old explains to the others how to play snakes 
and ladders, pointing to the different parts of the board and what to expect if 
they land on a particular square.  

n Staff make very good use of books to extend the children's learning. For 
example, a member of staff shares a book with a small group of children who 
are playing with toy construction vehicles in the sand. She introduces new 
language well, giving them context to the new vocabulary. Children look at the 
pictures and listen intently, relating her descriptions to what they are playing 
with. They learn about pistons, levers, and scoops and how they work. They 
move their toy excavators to scoop up sand and remain focused and engaged 
for long periods. 

n Children develop extremely strong personal and social skills that enable them to 
play very well with others. They learn to label and recognise a wide range of 
different emotions. For example, a three-year-old goes up to a member of staff 
when she pretends to be sad, hugging and telling her, 'It's ok'. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) make 
excellent progress from their starting points. The special educational needs 
coordinator (SENCo) and key persons work very well with other professionals 
and parents to ensure that gaps close quickly. As such, children are continuously 
supported to gain new skills at the setting and at home. Targeted support means 
children flourish and benefit fully from their experiences. 

n Children are physically capable and confidently take risks. Staff encourage them 
to do so without using limiting language. For example, a four-year-old carefully 
and slowly climbs up two steps on a stool. They very proudly tell staff, 'I did it, 
look at me, look how tall I am.' 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of group times, to encourage children to focus more and fully 
benefit from the learning opportunities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 139362

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10317395

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person St Andrews Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905663

Telephone number 01308 458151

Date of previous inspection 16 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

St Andrew's Pre-School first registered in 1975 and has been in its current premises 
since 1997. It is run by a parent committee and operates from premises in Bridport, 
Dorset. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early years education for 
children aged two-, three- and four-years-old. The pre-school opens from 8.45am 
until 3.15pm, Monday to Thursday, and from 8.45am to 12.45pm on Friday, term 
time only. There are eight staff employed, all of whom hold childcare qualifications 
at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janet Armstrong
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 

the setting. 
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 
n The inspector looked at a sample of key documentation. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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