
Inspection of Rockwell House Day 
Nursery And Nursery School
Wallingford Street, Wantage OX12 8AZ

Inspection date: 10 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The new leadership team has made significant improvements to the nursery since 
the last inspection. Working with staff, the team has worked hard to create a safe 
and welcoming environment for the children. The rooms in which children play 
have been reorganised to create a stimulating learning environment. All staff have 
benefitted from training and support to improve their knowledge, understanding 
and skills in relation to the curriculum and the early years foundation stage. Staff 
maintain their roles as a key person effectively. This helps children to receive the 
consistent support they need to feel happy and secure. 

Staff know the children well in their care. They understand what their key children 
need to learn and plan and provide activities to support their next steps in learning. 
Children show excitement as they play and explore and concentrate well in their 
play. For example, in the room for younger children, children enjoy exploring with 
dough and show excitement as they make prints within this. Children of all ages 
are seen to concentrate well. They explore with puzzles, draw pictures, and enjoy 
being creative. Staff support children's communication and language effectively. 
They offer an ongoing dialogue with the children to help them hear words 
consistently. Children behave well, and staff provide them with a good amount of 
praise and encouragement. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team has a clear vision for the nursery and has many plans in 
place for continued improvements. Staff comment that they are well supported 
and that leaders are effective in helping them deliver good-quality teaching. 
Staff benefit from regular one to ones and staff meetings, which helps them to 
review their overall quality of teaching to a good standard. 

n Staff support children's interests well during self-chosen play. They successfully 
interweave what children need to learn into their self-chosen play activities, 
which helps children to succeed. For instance, when older children are starting to 
learn about letters, staff include these in games to help them to learn. This helps 
to ensure that all children make the progress of which they are capable.

n Children behave well and, together with the staff, they have fun. For example, 
children love to dance and sing and are heard giggling as they undertake this. 
Children receive a good amount of praise and encouragement from the staff, 
which supports their self-confidence. However, at times, staff do not help 
children to understand the consequences of their behaviour and why routines 
need to be followed. For example, children are not supported to learn why they 
should sit on their bottoms on chairs.

n Staff model language well. For example, younger children benefit from words 
repeated with the correct pronunciation. All children engage in meaningful 
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conversations to support their speaking skills. Older children learn from books 
the meanings of new words they may not understand, such as 'colossal', to help 
them develop their vocabulary. Through effective strategies, such as placing 
their hands on staff to show they would like to communicate, children develop 
an awareness of respect and of waiting their turn to talk.

n Children enjoy healthy and nutritious snacks and meals that meet their individual 
dietary needs. Staff sit and assist children during mealtimes and support their 
independence skills. However, at times, staff in the room for older children do 
not organise the lunch routine consistently well. This means that, on occasion, 
children sit and wait for their meals for some time, without being involved in 
purposeful play.

n Parents are very complimentary about the changes that have been made to the 
nursery since the last inspection. Through regular discussions, meetings, and via 
the online app, staff ensure that parents know how their children have been 
during the day and how they are developing. Partnerships with other 
professionals involved in children's care are effective. In addition, the leadership 
team has worked very closely with the local authority to improve outcomes for 
children.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the good behaviour management strategies to help support children's 
understanding of the rules and boundaries even further

n review the organisation of the lunchtime routine, to ensure that all children stay 
focused on purposeful learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551926

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10313857

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 89

Number of children on roll 70

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01543 678593

Date of previous inspection 25 September 2023

Information about this early years setting

Rockwell House Day Nursery And Nursery School registered in 2017 and is located 
in Wantage, Oxfordshire. The nursery is open each weekday, from 7.30am to 6pm, 
throughout the year. It is in receipt of funding for free early education for children 
aged two and three years. The nursery employs 16 staff, nine of whom hold 
appropriate childcare qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Bartholomew
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager explained the nursery curriculum during a learning walk with the 
inspector.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation of an activity 
together and discussed the quality of teaching and learning afterwards.

n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they engage in. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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