
Inspection of Meltham Pre-school 
Playgroup C.I.C.
The Bunglaow, 77 Holmfirth Road, Meltham, HOLMFIRTH HD9 4DA

Inspection date: 22 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at this welcoming pre-school happy, and they are eager to learn 
with their friends. On arrival, they are supported by staff to hang up their coats and 
self-register before they eagerly join their friends in the well-resourced 
environment. Children confidently select from the wide range of resources and 
activities. They soon engage and play with their friends. Staff support children to 
develop well-established friendships and display high levels of consideration for 
each other, as they take turns in sharing activities. This results in a calm and 
nurturing learning environment.

Children love to share their thoughts and ideas, using their wonderful language. 
They are confident in communicating with both their friends and adults. Staff are 
skilled at listening to children, giving them time to respond, developing their 
language skills. This results in a vocabulary-rich environment which prepares 
children well for their learning journey.

Children are learning about how to make healthy choices. They recall a book about 
'vegetable glue' which is helping them learn about healthy foods. At snack time 
there are lots of healthy options and children make enthusiastic comments, such as 
'I love strawberries'. Staff take lots of opportunities to promote good routines, 
including brushing teeth. Children are being well prepared to live a healthy life.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has clear, ambitious intentions for children's learning, which is 
shared by the whole staff team. She is highly skilled and experienced at leading 
staff to deliver the curriculum. They have established an environment both 
indoors and outdoors which meets the needs of the children attending the pre-
school.

n Quality interactions with children are consistent throughout the staff team. Staff 
have good knowledge of the unique needs of the children at the pre-school and 
this is supported by an effective induction process. Staff state that they are well 
supported, and this results in a motivated and enthusiastic staff team. Children 
are provided with good-quality interactions, which are child focused and this 
enhances their knowledge and builds on current knowledge.

n Children behave well in this pre-school. Staff have clear and consistent 
expectations of children's behaviour and are excellent role models. Children are 
calm and considerate as they explore the indoor and outdoor areas. Children 
enjoy quality interactions with their friends as they take turns. This results in an 
environment which supports learning.

n The importance of literacy is embraced throughout the pre-school, resulting in 
children demonstrating an excellent relationship with books. At circle time, they 
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talk about the 'book of the week', which is currently 'The Three Bears'. Children 
are excited to share with the group what they like in their porridge and can join 
in reciting the words of the book. This is preparing children to become fluent 
readers.

n There are lots of opportunities for children to extend their mathematical skills. 
Staff deliver effective teaching to meet the learning needs of each child. They 
model mathematical language well and children share their learning. For 
example, as a child uses the wooden counters, they exclaim 'I need three more 
to make ten'. They are provided with lots of praise. Children are making good 
progress in their mathematical development.

n Staff encourage children to develop great independence. For example, they self-
register when they arrive, and self-serve at snack time. They are currently 
practising picking objects up with the tongs in the water area to help them gain 
skills and confidence at snack time. Children move freely around the pre-school 
selecting the activities they like. Children are learning the independence and 
decision-making skills they need for their future lives.

n Staff recognise that some children need additional support to access learning 
and keep them safe. They establish good communication with parents and 
demonstrate good understanding of how to meet the needs of each unique 
child. The pre-school staff work well in partnership with external agencies to 
support their practice and improve the outcomes for children. Children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities display high levels of well-being and 
are making good progress.

n Children benefit from lots of outings in the local community. For instance, they 
look at the pictures of themselves at the fire station and recall their experiences. 
Staff have an excellent relationship with the local care home. Children visit 
regularly to share experiences, such as singing and making apple pies. Children 
are learning about the roles of people who help us and the differences of those 
in their local community. However, this has not yet been further developed to 
include the extended community.

n Overall, partnership with parents is effective, which results in parents expressing 
a sense of belonging. Parents feel that they are provided with the information 
they need to support their children's learning through daily chats and the pre-
school app. Stay-and-play sessions are available to parents. However, staff have 
not yet thought about how this could be enhanced to offer more opportunities 
for working parents to see the environment where their children are learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff at all levels have a good knowledge of the indicators of child abuse and how 
to report their concerns effectively. Staff are knowledgeable about the 'Prevent' 
duty and the risks of children being exposed to radicalisation. Staff maintain a safe 
environment in the provision to ensure children's safety. They are committed to 
keeping their knowledge up to date with refresher training and are well supported 
by their experienced manager.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n increase opportunities for children to gain knowledge and understanding of 
people and communities different to their own

n extend opportunities to enable working parents to engage with the pre-school, 
to further extend children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY494530

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10295581

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 53

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Meltham Pre-School Playgroup C.I.C.

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907410

Telephone number 01484 950 208 or 07868 573 633

Date of previous inspection 11 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Meltham Pre-school Playgroup C.I.C. registered in 2015. It is situated in Holmfirth, 
West Yorkshire. The pre-school employs six members of childcare staff, of whom, 
four hold early years qualifications at level 2 or above and two hold early years 
qualifications at level 6. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm, 
term time only. The pre-school provides funded early education three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Debbie Crookes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager and carried out a learning walk 
with them. This helped the inspector to understand how the manager organises 
the provision and curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education, indoors and outdoors, and 
assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to children, parents and staff throughout the inspection.
n A joint observation was carried out with the manger and the inspector.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She look at various documents, 

including those relating to the suitability and qualifications of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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