
Inspection of Chapel Grange 
Montessori Nursery
Chapelstead, Dean Row Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 2BU

Inspection date: 5 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They promote 'Grace and 
Courtesy' and support children to learn how to behave well. Children follow the 
nursery rules with little or no prompting. Children help to stack the chairs after 
eating. They relish being given special duties and eagerly choose a daily task to 
complete. Children excitedly tell their friends that they are the 'lunchtime helper' 
today. Children demonstrate positive behaviours and attitudes to learning.

Children happily rush into the small and friendly setting. Staff provide a carefully 
considered environment, which helps to encourage creative choices. This helps 
children to feel valued and they direct their own play. Children acquire a rich 
understanding of the world around them. They have fun outdoors as staff provide 
meaningful experiences to teach them about farm animals. Staff enhance the 
activity by taking children to see chickens, the cockerel and to count sheep in the 
farmer's field. 

The impact of the quality of education on children's literacy is evident. Children 
select books for staff to read to them. They impressively recall the story from a 
favourite book. Staff provide books to reflect children's home languages. Older 
children's control to use small tools is developing well. Staff encourage two-year-
old children to strengthen their finger muscles and they pick up small pieces of dry 
pasta and rice grains. Children carefully pour coloured water between different 
sized jugs. Staff help to prepare all children for future reading and writing. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff have made significant improvements. They have worked hard 
to achieve a consistently good standard. Staff feel valued. Morale is high and 
they share the same aspirations for all children. Leaders ensure that additional 
funding is used well. Construction toys were bought for children who struggle to 
concentrate. Children are able to occupy themselves with building blocks, which 
helps them to maintain attention during the morning greeting.

n Overall, the curriculum for supporting children's physical development is strong. 
Older children climb up and across large apparatus outdoors. Staff provide a 
variety of mark-making and creative tools. Older children use these with 
precision. They carefully paint glue onto paper and write recognisable letters 
from their names. However, there are less opportunities for babies and younger 
children to develop their physical skills, core strength and coordination. 

n New staff receive a robust induction. This helps them to become familiar with 
their role and responsibility. Staff access an online training package and leaders 
closely monitor for the completion of mandatory training. However, leaders do 
not focus professional development precisely enough. Staff are not fully 

Inspection report: Chapel Grange Montessori Nursery
5 January 2024 2



supported to develop their individual skills and knowledge to raise the quality of 
practice to the highest level and implement the curriculum consistently.  

n Parents are happy with the provision and praise staff for their caring approach. 
Parents receive updates about children's learning and development. Many 
methods used to communicate with parents are effective. That said, staff do not 
routinely share information with parents to enable them to support children's 
learning at home and complement children's progress.

n Staff help children to develop increasing confidence in their independence as 
they encourage self-help skills. Children serve themselves breakfast, clear away 
their plates after lunch and wipe their own hands and faces. Children show they 
are secure in the established routines in preparation for school. 

n Staff plan experiences based on children's interests. Occasionally, staff fail to 
adapt some of these activities to focus on individual children's learning needs. 
This is more evident during group activities, when staff sometimes overlook 
leaders' intentions for children's learning. Some children are happily engaged 
and sing a song naming the days of the week. However, others lose interest in 
playing the instruments and the learning for them is less meaningful.

n Staff have embedded consistent routines. Children follow the routines well and 
know the nursery rules. Young children naturally look at their reflection in the 
mirror to make sure their face is clean. They know that after lunch it is nap time 
and promptly walk to the sleep room for a rest. Older children tell their younger 
friends that they only run outside. Children take turns to ring the bell to remind 
others to tidy up. Children are healthy and safe.

n The provider failed to notify Ofsted of a significant event, which is a requirement 
of their registration. However, there was no impact on children's safety and 
welfare or learning and development as a result of this failure to notify.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus training and professional development more precisely, so that staff are 
clearer on how to implement what leaders intend and practice is raised to the 
highest level

n strengthen the curriculum for physical development for babies and help them to 
develop their core strength and coordination further

n help all parents to support children's learning at home and provide more 
consistency in supporting children's progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 305009

Local authority Cheshire East

Inspection number 10307134

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Chapel Grange Montessori Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524130

Telephone number 01625 532083

Date of previous inspection 18 July 2023

Information about this early years setting

Chapel Grange Montessori Nursery registered in 1996 and is located in Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Layla Davies
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector the required documentation. The inspector 

reviewed evidence of staff's suitability checks and qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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