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Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding
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inspection Good



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children excitedly come into nursery and are greeted by smiling practitioners. They
are strongly supported by a dedicated team, who prioritise children's needs. The
environment sparks children's curiosity as they explore and endeavour to find out
about the world. The ambitious curriculum is clearly embedded. Children make
significant progress in all areas of learning. The transition between rooms is
seamless, ensuring children are moved when they are developmentally ready and
settle quickly. Key persons know their children exceptionally well and meet their
individual needs. Practitioners and leaders have the same shared vision for
outstanding practice.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities make rapid progress
from their starting points. The special educational needs coordinator provides
highly supportive care to both children and families. The nursery liaises with a
diverse range of outside professionals, who provide focused help and support. The
drive and focus for meeting children's individual needs ensures children receive
early help where needed. The passion from leaders and practitioners to ensure all
children receive the highest quality care and attention to reach their full potential is
extremely inspiring.

Children are exceptionally well behaved and show manners saying please and
thank you. They are encouraged by practitioners to follow simple rules that children
know and implement. Children openly talk about their feelings and these learning
opportunities are captured for further discussion. Practitioners are attentive and
nurturing. They quickly recognise how children are feeling from their emotions and
seek to comfort them. The use of songs and rhymes is celebrated and embedded in
every room. Practitioners burst into song and children join in, clapping along, and
dancing to the beat.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Children are very well prepared for their next steps in education, and this is
evident in the feedback received from both parents and other settings.
Practitioners ensure the safety of the environment with robust risk assessments
and reflection. They attend regular training to ensure safeguarding, first aid,
food hygiene and manual handling knowledge is up to date.

W Practitioners are highly motivated, and the well-being of staff is of high priority
to the leadership team. They benefit from a supportive training programme, and
opportunities to celebrate each other's individuality. Practitioners are
enthusiastic, positive and they are valued. They are excellent role models, giving
children the best possible environment to learn and develop in. The manager is
passionate about her role, committed and an inspiring role model to her team.

Inspection report: Sawston Nursery 2
3 January 2024



Oféted

She, alongside a strong leadership team, mentor practitioners to be the best
they can be. This teamwork model is exceptional and has a significant impact on
outcomes for children.

m Children are excited to look at what is in the bag and discover a torch. They
exclaim in delight about what happens when you press the button. Children wait
their turn to have a go for themselves, sharing their delight in their facial
expressions. Children play with dolls, make them a bed and imitate rocking and
feeding. They race cars along a track, lining them up and counting how many.
Children are focused for extended periods of time as their interest in an
imaginative world is captured though diverse opportunities.

m Children explore making gingerbread men using play dough, following a
favourite story. They are skilful in using tools and their hands to manipulate the
dough. Children talk about a snake, and this sparks energy to make them.
Practitioners add marbles and children make patterns, counting along how many
they have. Children have the freedom of indoor and outdoor spaces that include
snug areas with plentiful books and cushions for rest. They sit on practitioner's
laps and ask for stories, joining in with repeated refrains and actions. Children
have extensive opportunities to explore the community and benefit from real-life
experiences, such as shopping for ingredients and writing their own letters to
take to the local post office.

B The resources outside encourage lots of opportunities for children to climb,
balance and take risks. They persevere even when things get tough and try
again. Children capture water from the drainpipes, talking about how it moves
down the pipe and ends up in the jug at the bottom. Practitioners use
mathematical and scientific language to enhance learning in play, talking about
depth, density and inviting children to make their own predictions. Children use
pom-poms to make large movements in the air saying, 'whoosh' like fireworks.
They put the pom-poms on their heads and look in the mirrors. Children ask
each other, 'Do you like my hair?' then they giggle with delight. They use forks in
paint to create marks like fireworks, alongside watching showing of the New
Year fireworks display in London.

B Mealtimes are an excellent social learning occasion, created by practitioners in
an unhurried way. Children are confident and independent in pouring their own
drinks, scraping plates, and clearing away. The nursery offers a well-balanced
menu of home-cooked healthy food by their own chef, using locally sourced
produce. Parents are particularly impressed by the nutritional value on offer on
the diverse menu, catering for varying dietary needs. Children's independence is
evident in all the age groups, with toileting, handwashing, feeding themselves
and helping to clean the tables after mealtimes.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

221629

Cambridgeshire

10305498

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
1to4

68
77
Sawston Childcare Limited

RP517202

01223 472018
23 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Sawston Nursery registered in 2001. The nursery employs 39 members of staff. Of
these, 21 hold relevant childcare qualifications between level 2 and level 5. The
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for public holidays and
one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Clutterham

Inspection report: Sawston Nursery
3 January 2024



Oféted

Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed their curriculum and what it is that they want their children to learn.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.

B Parents provided the inspector with oral and written feedback.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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