
Inspection of Purple Willows Clapham
Cadet Centre, 2 Lyham Road, Clapham SW2 5QA

Inspection date: 4 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders and managers have taken steps to improve since the last inspection. They 
have established a stable staff team, which has had a positive impact on 
relationships with children and parents. Staff have undertaken a range of training, 
including safeguarding, to improve their knowledge and understanding of their role. 

Children arrive happy and settle quickly. Children are excited to see their friends 
and wave to greet them. Pre-school children are confident to talk about their lives. 
They develop good conversation skills as they chat with each other and staff. 
Babies enjoy rhymes and songs. They join in with the actions and move in time to 
the rhythms, which helps them develop control of their bodies. 

Overall, staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. They remind children 
to use 'gentle hands' and encourage them to take turns to pour their drinks at 
snack time. 

The curriculum teaches children about the world around them and helps them 
develop the skills they will need for the next stage in their learning. Staff plan 
learning opportunities that help children build on what they can already do, which 
means all children make good progress. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers support the staff team well. Staff have regular one-to-
one meetings to discuss their practice and receive feedback, which they say 
helps them improve their practice. The deputy manager is a good role model 
and sensitively provides staff with guidance, when needed, throughout the day. 

n All children have a key person who knows them well. They develop strong 
relationships with children from the start, which means children feel safe and 
secure. Parents know who their child's key person is and feel confident to talk to 
them about any concerns they have. They say staff are kind and caring and 'like 
family'. 

n Staff use regular observation and assessment to identify children's next steps 
and ensure that all children make progress. Children have opportunities to learn 
about themselves and others. For example, staff provide skin tone paints as part 
of an 'all about me' topic so children can paint their family. Older children talk 
about their ethnicity and who is in their family, which helps them develop their 
sense of identity.

n Overall, children have positive attitudes to learning. Toddlers are curious to 
explore the sounds of musical instruments, and babies persevere to fill 
containers with bubbly water. However, at times, staff interrupt children's 
independent play and encourage them to engage in their planned ideas. This 
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impacts on children's ability to develop their own ideas and thinking. 
n Older children learn to manage their behaviour well. For example, they wait 

patiently to use a bicycle when playing outdoors. Occasionally, the organisation 
of daily routines, such as handwashing, means younger children have to wait too 
long. This results in them becoming unsettled and impacts on how they learn to 
manage their emotions at times. However, when this happens, staff quickly 
respond with cuddles and kind words to reassure and comfort children. 

n Children learn to be independent. They learn to make choices, such as having 
milk or water to drink and which songs to sing. Staff teach them to safely use a 
knife to slice their own bananas and to wash their faces after lunch. Older 
children learn to put on their own coats and shoes, which helps to prepare them 
for starting school. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents receive regular communication 
about their children's progress, including a written summary of their children's 
attainment between the ages of two and three years. Parents say they feel 
extremely well supported and appreciate the tips staff share to further support 
children's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide further opportunities for staff to develop their teaching skills so children 
have opportunities to become highly engaged in their play and develop their 
own ideas

n develop routines that support children's personal, social and emotional 
development and minimise waiting times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2648725

Local authority Lambeth

Inspection number 10307311

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Purple Willows Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP553217

Telephone number 01322 937402

Date of previous inspection 12 July 2023

Information about this early years setting

Purple Willows Clapham registered in 2021 and is located in the London Borough of 
Lambeth. The nursery operates Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, throughout 
the year. There are nine staff working with children, six of whom are qualified to 
level 2 and to level 6. The nursery offers funded early years education for children 
aged two and four years.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kyrstie Gennoe
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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