
Inspection of Little Gardners Nursery
Main Road, Marchwood, Southampton SO40 4ZH

Inspection date: 20 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have strong relationships with the children, which helps them to settle quickly. 
Children happily select resources to play with on arrival. Staff have high 
expectations for children's behaviour. Children understand the rules and boundaries 
of the nursery and follow these well. They are kind and caring towards one 
another. For example, children wrap up 'presents' and choose to give these to their 
friends. Children take pride in their achievements and are keen to show staff what 
they can do. For instance, they proudly demonstrate their cutting skills as they cut 
around their pictures of Christmas trees. 

Children regularly take part in cooking activities with staff. They love to bake and 
are able to follow staff's instructions well. Children remember which ingredients 
they need to use to ensure that everyone can eat the cake, including those with 
allergies. They practise different skills, such as chopping and stirring. Staff skilfully 
support children to learn trickier skills, such as cracking eggs open. 

Children develop a love of stories, and staff encourage them to explore books. Staff 
sit and read with children throughout the day and children have clear favourites 
they want to listen to repeatedly. Staff introduce mathematics through 
conversations with children. For example, when children ask for seconds of melon 
at lunchtime, staff use this as an opportunity to count with children and talk about 
addition.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Significant improvements have been made since the last inspection, particularly 
around safeguarding. The management team has worked tirelessly to ensure 
that requirements are being met and that staff are delivering good-quality 
education to children.

n The management team has created a new curriculum based on 'four pillars of 
learning', including 'curious communicators' and 'respectful champions'. The 
management team and staff have worked together to ensure that the curriculum 
is ambitious and builds on what children know and can do as they progress 
through the nursery.

n The management team has ensured that supervision processes are in place. 
They support staff well, particularly in regards to their well-being. However, as 
these processes are new, they need embedding further to enable managers to 
target training and development more precisely. 

n Staff support children's emerging communication and language skills well. They 
model the correct pronunciation of words and introduce children to new 
vocabulary. Children proudly repeat vocabulary when they master it. For 
example, children excitedly repeat the word 'purple' after hearing it modelled by 
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staff. 
n Staff begin to teach children about personal hygiene, such as their washing 

hands before cooking. Children remember that this is so that there are not 
germs in the cake. However, at times, hygiene practice is inconsistent. For 
example, sometimes, children's runny noses are not wiped clean. This means 
that children are not consistently supported as they begin to develop an 
understanding of good hygiene practices.

n Staff encourage children to develop their independence skills throughout the 
daily routines. For example, children lay the table and then clear up after lunch. 
This also includes having a go at washing up their plate. This helps children to 
develop a 'can-do' attitude and strengthens their independence skills. 

n All children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), make good progress in their learning and development. Staff quickly 
identify where there are gaps in development and ensure that support plans are 
put in place. Referrals to other professionals are made in a timely manner. Staff 
work in partnership with other professionals, such as speech and language 
therapists, to ensure that children receive the support they need. Staff ensure 
that they regularly review children's support plans and adapt their teaching as 
needed. For example, they run small-group sessions to support children to 
develop their listening and attention skills. This helps to close any gaps in 
children's development. 

n There are good partnerships between staff and parents. Staff signpost parents 
to further support should they need it, such as to the local food bank. Parents 
say that staff are welcoming and friendly. Staff regularly share ideas with 
parents of ways they can help to further support children's learning and 
development at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection, staff and management's safeguarding knowledge has 
significantly improved. Staff have a secure understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities. They know the appropriate action to take if they are concerned 
about a child. This includes knowing how to report concerns, such as allegations, to 
the relevant local safeguarding partners as needed. The management team has 
undertaken training to ensure that everyone is clear on the processes to follow if 
staff share concerns with them. They understand the importance of ensuring the 
suitability of staff at the recruitment stage and on an ongoing basis. The 
management team has also taken steps to ensure that visitors are supervised 
appropriately.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n embed fully the new supervision processes to identify any gaps in staff's 
knowledge and target support precisely 

n support staff to be more consistent in teaching children good personal hygiene 
practices.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY473827

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10307725

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Little Gardners Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901815

Telephone number 02380 868 700

Date of previous inspection 2 August 2023

Information about this early years setting

Little Gardners Nursery registered in 2014. It is open from Monday to Friday, all 
year round, except for bank holidays and the Christmas period. Sessions are from 
8am to 6pm. The nursery employs 25 members of childcare staff. Of these, 23 hold 
relevant childcare qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager explained the curriculum intentions to the inspector during the 
learning walk. 

n The inspector took part in discussions with staff and the management team 
during the inspection.

n The manager and the inspector observed and evaluated an activity together.
n The inspector sampled relevant documents and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed staff and children throughout the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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