
Inspection of Selsey Community 
Nursery Cio
Manor Road, Selsey, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 0SE

Inspection date: 14 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm welcome from staff who skilfully support children to 
separate from their parents upon arrival. Parents and staff exchange relevant 
information to meet children's ever-changing needs. This enables children to settle 
well and be ready for their day of play and learning. Children learn to be kind and 
to help their friends. For example, toddlers support each other when struggling 
with a task such as opening their water bottle. This shows good friendships and 
awareness of the needs of others. Children wake up from their sleep and staff 
provide cuddles and support. This helps them to have the time they need to be 
ready to decide where they would like to play. 

Children demonstrate good imaginative skills. Older children relish setting out a 
picnic with staff, and babies enjoy playing with toy figures. Staff enhance this play 
by talking about family members. The new managers fully understand how to 
provide an effective curriculum that is ambitious for all children. This includes those 
learning English as an additional language and those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. They support staff to devise suitable systems for observing and 
assessing children's learning. This enables staff to plan effectively for what children 
need to learn next to aid their development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The new managers have completed a full overhaul of the nursery provision since 
the last inspection. They have effectively targeted immediate aspects for 
improvement and use ongoing action plans to assess further development. This 
has enabled them to quickly improve the quality of the provision.

n Managers understand the ways in which to assess and enable staff to reflect on 
their practice. They use observations of staff in action to inform discussions 
during individual meetings and appraisals. This improves staff's knowledge and 
skills and subsequently enables good outcomes for children.

n Staff know their key children's levels of development and the plans for what they 
need to learn next. They share these with the staff team so that the team can 
offer effective support to children during their interactions with them. This 
enables children to gain the skills and knowledge they need to learn next.

n Pre-school-age children develop a secure understanding of shapes and size. 
They work together and use photos of architecture from around the world to 
replicate these. They talk with staff about the items they need to erect their 
building and explore mathematical concepts.

n Children thoroughly enjoy splashing in puddles. They squeal with delight as they 
walk or jump through the puddle. This builds children's understanding of 
weather conditions while enhancing their large-muscle development. 

n Children show their awareness of safety and use their ability to weave around 
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each other while on their bikes and trikes in the garden. They demonstrate that 
they can use their feet to propel themselves forwards. They can also balance 
their body weight as they use the bikes. 

n Staff plan activities and experiences that they base on what children need to 
learn next and their interests. However, they do not always extend this to the 
outdoor area to offer even more purposeful learning to enhance the curriculum.

n Staff respond well to babies' early communications. Babies babble and staff talk 
back to them, which builds on their understanding of the flow of conversations. 
This strengthens relationships while enhancing language development. 

n Children understand the routines of the day. However, staff do not always use 
differing methods to enhance children's understanding of what is happening 
next. Some staff do not give children explanations as to the consequences of 
their behaviours. This does not enhance children's understanding of managing 
their behaviour and the impact on others. 

n Staff build a good rapport with parents who state that relationships and 
communication have greatly improved since the last inspection. Parents report 
that they can see the efforts put in by the new managers and staff team and 
this has had an effective impact on children. Staff share information about what 
children need to learn next.

n Babies enjoy their creative play experiences. They show increasing skills, using 
the spoons to scoop rice into differing pots. Staff plan activities such as these in 
support of what babies need to learn next, this being feeding themselves. This 
shows effective planning to help children develop and embed skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an effective safeguarding culture across the team. Staff are confident in 
their knowledge of child protection and the course of action to take if they have a 
concern. There is a clear whistle-blowing procedure that staff are fully conversant 
with. Staff assess and minimise hazards within the nursery environment. For 
example, they review the outdoor area before use to remove aspects such as 
standing water from overnight rain. Managers' review ensures staff's well-being, 
such as through the completion of individual risk assessments. This means that 
children and staff remain safe while attending or working at the provision.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the planning of outdoor experiences for children to make sure that 
they are planned and purposeful

n enhance staff's awareness of differing strategies to support children's awareness 
of managing their own behaviour. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY556173

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10307147

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 83

Name of registered person Selsey Community Nursery Cio

Registered person unique 
reference number RP556172

Telephone number 01243 603618

Date of previous inspection 26 July 2023

Information about this early years setting

Selsey Community Nursery Cio registered in 2014. It is situated next to the Selsey 
Community Centre, in Chichester, West Sussex. It is open Monday to Friday, from 
7.30am to 6pm, for most of the year. The nursery is managed by a committee 
which employs 20 members of staff. Of these, 13 hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 2 or above. The provider receives funding for free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with one of the managers.
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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