
Inspection of Tiny Tots @ Trethorne 
Ltd
Sheers Barton, Lawhitton, LAUNCESTON, Cornwall PL15 9NJ

Inspection date: 15 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this welcoming and friendly setting. Staff 
greet each family warmly and children settle quickly into an activity of their 
choosing. Staff plan the curriculum well. They enable children the freedom of 
choice, and their ideas, views and individual needs are at the heart of the setting's 
ethos. 

Communication and language are of high importance. Staff teach babies sign 
language, where they begin to use actions to copy animals' sounds. Toddlers learn 
how to extend their words, such as 'big' to 'biggest'. Pre-school children speak 
using complex sentences. For instance, they make a 'story map' based on a well-
loved book and make it their own. Children carefully listen to sounds in the outside 
environment and create their story of 'We're Going on a Tree Hunt'. They learn and 
use new vocabulary, such as 'a squelchy, squishy bog'. They make up their own 
ending to the story where a 'mechanical monster' chases them. Children squeal 
with delight as staff pretend to be the monster by banging metal dustpan lids 
together. Children say it makes a 'clink clank' sound and they excitedly run and 
hide.

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
those who receive additional funding, make strong progress from their starting 
points. Children behave well and have formed positive relationships with those that 
care for them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children develop strong core muscles. They enjoy carrying bicycle wheels to the 
top of the grass hill outside and watch with interest as they roll them down. 
They carry small hay bales and navigate uneven terrain. They use stepladders to 
help them to climb up trees and enjoy clambering over large cargo nets to 
support their physical skills.

n Staff plan projects for children to help build on their existing knowledge and 
skills. For instance, for the project 'Seeing Through Another Colour', children 
learned about different materials and how to mix colours. They then used the 
colours on materials and looked at artists such as Damien Hirst. Children also 
had their portrait painted by an outside professional. Children enjoy exploring, 
experimenting and developing their creativity.

n Children begin to learn about emotions from a young age. Staff use mirrors to 
help children to recognise their facial features and link these to how they are 
feeling. However, some staff who work with toddlers do not always help children 
to understand, express and cope with their feelings appropriately. They use 
complex sentences and strategies that are not effective in helping children to 
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resolve minor conflicts.
n Children are independent learners. Staff help babies to learn how to drink from 

open-top cups, which promotes good oral health. Toddlers find their outdoor 
weather suits and wellies and try hard to put them on for themselves. Pre-school 
children help to prepare snack. They climb onto the stool to reach the sink 
where they fill up jugs with water. They count out how many plates and cups 
they will need and place them on the food trolley. Children push the trolley over 
to the snack table, where they serve up a range of healthy foods and drinks.

n Parents comment on the caring and safe environment staff provide for their 
children. They state how much progress their child has made since starting and 
how staff support them as a whole family. Parents talk about individual websites 
staff have recommended for further information where needed. Staff provide 
generic activities for all children to learn at home, such as collecting leaves to 
make a collage. However, staff do not consistently share information with 
parents about how to extend their child's individual development at home for a 
consistent approach.

n Staff carry out specific small-group activities to help those children who need 
more support. They encourage children to roll a ball to one another to help 
develop interactions and friendships with peers. When playing with water, staff 
gently place their hands over the children's and demonstrate up and down 
movements. They add additional language, such as 'splash splosh', as they 
playfully explore the water together. Children copy these words, helping to build 
their language skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff teach children how to keep safe. They encourage children to say, 'Stop, I 
don't like it,' to their peers, should they feel uncomfortable. Staff support children 
in protecting their privacy, such as when using the toilet or getting changed out of 
wet clothing. Both the managers and staff have a thorough understanding of child 
protection. They can recognise when a child may be at risk of harm and know the 
relevant welfare procedures to follow should they need to report their concerns. 
The managers continue to ensure staff's suitability to help keep children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement effective strategies to help toddlers understand, express and cope 
with their feelings appropriately

n share more information with parents about how to extend children's learning 
and development at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549502

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10317436

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Tiny Tots LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533022

Telephone number 01566 772134

Date of previous inspection 31 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Tiny Tots @ Trethorne Ltd re-registered in 2013 and moved premises in 2017 to 
Lawhitton, near Launceston, Cornwall. It opens Monday to Friday, from 8am to 
5.30pm for 50 weeks of the year. The setting receives free early years funding for 
children aged two, three and four years. There are 12 members of staff, including 
the two owners/managers. Three members of staff hold qualified teacher status, 
two staff hold qualifications at level 6, five staff hold qualifications at levels 2 and 3 
and two staff are unqualified.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Steward
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n Both the managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together of the 
setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with both the managers about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n One of the managers carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

inspector.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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