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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children benefit from a welcoming and nurturing handover as they arrive at the
pre-school. They enter happily, settle well and are keen to attend. Children feel
safe and secure. Staff provide comfort to those who need additional support by
sitting with them and helping them to engage in activities. Children develop
positive behaviour and attitudes. They listen well, play kindly and enjoy playing
together. Children spontaneously hug one another and adults and show high levels
of enjoyment in their play.

Staff deliver a broad and interesting curriculum with a focus on physical
development and outdoor play. Children enjoy lots of opportunities to play outside
and direct their own learning. They freely explore all areas of the pre-school, and
staff skilfully follow their lead, supporting them in their play to enhance their ideas
and learning further. For example, staff commentate on what children are doing as
they play, which exposes them to new vocabulary. The pre-school has installed new
areas to the outside space so that children can engage in explorative play and
develop their large-muscle skills. For example, children enjoy digging in soil and
growing plants.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders and staff know the children well. They have a clear curriculum which
focuses on following children's interests while closely monitoring their progress.
They provide targeted support to help close any gaps in their development. For
example, staff provide questions and challenges alongside activities to build on
children's learning.

B Staff model language and new vocabulary very well. They skilfully target specific
children who need more support with their language and provide engaging
games for them to develop these skills. Staff also join children's play and help
them to develop their understanding of new words. For example, as children
experiment with magnets, staff teach them words such as 'attract’, 'connect' and
'force’.

m Children are very well prepared for starting school. Staff at the pre-school have
excellent relationships with staff at the local school, and children benefit from
visits to the school become familiar with the grounds and their new teachers.
Staff support the children to acquire the skills they need in readiness for this
transition. For example, children develop their confidence to take care of their
own basic needs, such as managing their personal hygiene and being able to ask
for help.

B Partnerships with parents are excellent. The pre-school utilises many
opportunities to promote parental engagement and to support children's learning
at home. For example, children can borrow books and resources to complement

Inspection report: Ruperts Under 5's Pre-School 2
12 December 2023



Oféted

their literacy skills. Parents express positive views of the pre-school, particularly
the good communication from staff in person and via information slips when
children first join.

W Staff use stories and songs effectively throughout the pre-school. Children
delight in singing rhymes and enthusiastically join in with the actions. Staff
generally converse well with children during stories and discussions and engage
in meaningful back-and-forth interactions. For example, children join in with
counting and are asked to predict the repeated phrase in the book. However,
some children, particularly those who are of a quieter nature and are learning to
speak English as an additional language, do not always get the prompt support
they need to help them make as much progress as they could. This does not
enable children to develop their communication and language as well as they
could.

W Staff report high levels of well-being in their role and say that they are proud to
be part of the pre-school. The manager has a clear vision for high-quality and
inclusive care. Staff work closely together to evaluate and to make ongoing
improvements to the quality of the provision. Through self-evaluation, they have
identified that they would like to develop their involvement with the local
community and would like to engage more with parents and people who work in
the locality. This will help children to learn more about where they live and the
world around them.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of their responsibility in
recognising and reporting any concerns about a child's welfare. Safeguarding is
given a high priority. Staff are vigilant to any concerns through regular discussions,
monitoring of children and engaging in training to keep their knowledge up to date.
The pre-school carefully manages risk to the children. Staff help children learn how
to keep themselves safe, for example by giving the them safety talks and
reminders.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B provide prompt support for less-confident children and those who speak English
as an additional language to enhance their communication and language skills
even further

B develop further links with the community to enable children to learn more about
their locality and the world around them.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 106022

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10312162

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 3to4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Ruperts Under Fives Committee
Telephone number 01297 625621

Date of previous inspection 23 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Ruperts Under 5's Pre-School registered in 1993. It operates from a large mobile
classroom located in the grounds of Seaton Primary School, in Seaton, Devon. The
pre-school employs six members of staff. Of these, four hold qualifications at level
3, and two hold qualifications at level 2. The pre-school is open from Monday to
Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am to 3pm. The pre-school provides
funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leanne Galloway

Inspection report: Ruperts Under 5's Pre-School 4
12 December 2023



Oféted

Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

B The manager gave the inspector a tour of the premises. She talked about
children's learning and progress and about how they deliver the curriculum.

B The inspector spoke to parents to gather their views about the pre-school.

B A range of documentation was reviewed, including qualification certificates.

B The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times
during the inspection.

B The inspector and the manager observed children during activities and had a
follow-up discussion about children's learning and development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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