
Inspection of Buzzbee Babes Nursery
182 Bramford Road, IPSWICH IP1 4AL

Inspection date: 19 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are supported by kind and nurturing staff to feel settled when they arrive 
at this warm and friendly setting. The effective key-person system supports 
children to part from their parents with ease because they feel safe and secure.

Leaders have created a setting that promotes inclusivity. They work incredibly hard 
to support the diverse community in which they belong. There is a strong ethos of 
connection and support for all families who use the setting. Staff help children to 
develop an understanding of expected behaviours. They praise children for making 
positive choices such as sharing with their friends and being kind.

Staff provide children with a wide array of enjoyable activities. The well-established 
curriculum offers children a wide range of experiences that broaden their 
knowledge. For example, they help children to learn about how ice changes to 
water when it melts. Staff further extend this to teach children about floating and 
sinking. Younger children explore the benefits of dough as they cut out shapes. 
This helps them to develop fine motor skills that will support later writing. However, 
interactions in the younger children's rooms do not provide such rich opportunities 
for children to broaden and extend their knowledge and skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has created a unique curriculum that supports children to 
experience a broad range of information and learning. Staff use 'provocation' 
based planning which introduces new ideas to children, enabling them to explore 
and expand their existing knowledge. 

n The versatile and adaptable approach to the curriculum means that children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities receive targeted support that helps 
them to make progress that they are capable of. Effective partnership working 
with parents and professionals further supports children to close gaps in their 
learning. 

n Children are developing their communication and language skills. They cuddle up 
close with trusted staff to enjoy a story. Books and songs of the month develop 
children's interest and enjoyment in favourite stories and songs. Reading is 
extended outside through the garden den. 'What's in the bag' activities help 
children to name and describe a range of items that they select from a bag. As a 
result, children are becoming confident communicators. 

n The environments both indoors and outside promote children's development 
across the seven areas of learning. Outside, children show an eagerness to 
access the well-resourced space, despite the wet weather. They engage 
positively in physical activities. Inside, children take part in dance sessions to 
encourage coordination, strength, and balance. Sensory dens provide children 
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with a calm and quiet space to relax should they need it.
n Children are developing independence. They cut up their own fruit for snack. At 

lunchtime, children in pre-school serve their own food. They transfer curry and 
rice from a central bowl onto their plates with increasing skill. Older children 
manage their personal hygiene very well. For example, they wash their hands 
independently and wipe their own noses. Younger children help to clear away 
their plates after snack. 

n Children access the wider community regularly. They visit the local church to 
experience a 'Christingle' service. Children learn about the natural world as they 
take part in nature scavenger hunts. At the local allotments they take part in 
pond dipping and learn about aquatic life.

n The manager has ambition and strives to deliver the very best outcomes for 
children. A range of views from parents and other professionals support leaders 
to consider improvements. Regular room and peer observations are carried out. 
However, self-evaluation is not sharply focused enough on improving the quality 
of teaching to the highest level across the nursery.

n Parents report positive experiences at the setting. They comment that their 
children are happy and make great progress. Parents rate the communication 
and support received very highly indeed. They comment that the staff go 'above 
and beyond' in supporting children and their wider families. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has ensured that staff have a secure understanding of their 
responsibilities in keeping children safe. They can identify a range of abuse types 
and signs that a child may be at risk of harm. Staff attend training that further 
helps them to recognise and respond to any concerns they have about children. 
Staff are confident about how to report concerns about children or colleagues, 
including what to do if their concerns are not taken seriously. The manager ensures 
that robust suitability checks are carried out for all those who have contact with 
children. This ensures that only those who are suitable to have contact with 
children do so. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop self-evaluation to be more sharply focused on improving the quality of 
teaching to the highest level across the nursery

n provide staff with further opportunities to develop the quality of their 
interactions, particularly with the younger children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY548509

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10311764

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 79

Number of children on roll 102

Name of registered person Last, Steven Paul

Registered person unique 
reference number RP548508

Telephone number 01473 233442

Date of previous inspection 9 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Buzzbee Babes Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs 16 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
or above, including one with early years professional status. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Ford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, and assessed 
the impact that this was having on children's learning. This included a joint 
observation with the deputy manager. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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