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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in the childminder's care. They form a strong bond
with the childminder and develop friendships with each other. Children also have
opportunities to meet with other childminder's children on a weekly basis. This
helps them to develop wider friendship groups and supports their social skills and
confidence.

The childminder has high expectations for children's learning and behaviour. She
manages children's behaviour effectively. The childminder comforts children who
are momentarily upset. She sensitively reminds children about sharing, taking turns
and being gentle with their friends. The childminder highlights and promotes good
manners with children. For example, she encourages children to say 'excuse me'
when they want to be in a certain space. The childminder praises children when
they say 'please' and 'thank you'.

Children benefit from a varied and ambitious curriculum that promotes all areas of
learning. The childminder places a strong focus on promoting children's
communication and language. She comprehensively tracks and assesses children's
skills and knowledge. As a result, all children make good progress in all areas of
learning and development. The childminder completes progress checks, which
include appropriate next steps in learning for each child. She shares these with
parents to also support their child's learning at home and to build on what children
already know and can do.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

Bm The childminder promotes children's health and personal development well. She
implements good hygiene routines with children. The childminder also reminds
children to cover their mouth when coughing. She liaises closely with parents to
support children with toilet training when they are ready. However, although
drinking water is readily available, it is not as easily accessible for the younger
children who may not be able to reach their cup independently.

m Children thoroughly enjoy outdoor play in the childminder's garden and are
reluctant to come back inside for lunch. The childminder is very flexible and
plans her day around children's needs and interests. She ensures that children
have various opportunities to develop their fine motor and large-muscle physical
skills. For example, children roll, squeeze, press and cut dough into different
shapes.

B The childminder supports children's hand-to-eye coordination, such as when she
throws and catches balls with them. She also ensures that children have
opportunities for threading different items, such as small wooden vehicles. Some
children also concentrate well when transporting water from one place to
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another, using different-sized jugs and spoons.

B The childminder encourages children's engagement in some activities, such as
by adding different utensils to a dough-moulding activity to keep children
interested. However, she does not always support the younger children to
engage and concentrate for extended periods of time.

B® The childminder helps children with simple problem-solving tasks. For example,
children try a crown on different toys and different heads to find where it fits
best. Children also navigate ride-on toys well in order to avoid other toy
obstacles in the garden.

B The childminder talks to children and sings with them to promote their
communication and language skills. Children show an interest in books. They
choose books independently for the childminder to read. The childminder
includes, involves and engages children well in story times. For example, she
encourages children to count items on pages and also to repeat key words from
a story.

B The childminder also introduces different words, for example in talking about
dough being 'squidgy' and 'slimy'. The childminder ensures that children have
opportunities for mark-making using different resources, such as chalks and felt-
tip pens. This supports children's drawing and early writing skills.

B The childminder has a positive attitude towards continuing professional
development and has attended training with her local authority. For example,
she has extended her awareness of attachment and trauma and of promoting
‘early talk'.

B Partnerships with parents are good. Parents comment that their children are very
happy and enjoy their time with the childminder. Some older children have also
written comments and state that they love to attend and have made lots of new
friends at their childminder's.

B The childminder introduces simple mathematical language into activities. When
building with wooden bricks, children talk about 'bigger' and 'taller'. Children also
sort small wooden hoops by size to ensure that all the pieces fit onto a stacking
ring.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of
safeguarding issues, including the 'Prevent' duty. She is aware of the signs and
symptoms that could indicate a child is at risk of harm. The childminder knows the
procedures to follow should there be any concerns about a child's welfare. Her
home and garden are welcoming and secure. The childminder ensures that she
keeps children safe when on outings. She also helps children to learn how to keep
themselves safe, including safety when around water when they visit local places of
interest.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B ensure that drinking water is easily accessible for all children so they are able to
reach their drinks independently

B consistently support all children's concentration skills by encouraging them to
engage in activities for longer periods of time.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Date of previous inspection

FHK

Ofsted

EY464209
Stockton-on-Tees
10317026
Childminder

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Childminder
Oto9

6
11
9 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013 and lives in Thornaby. She operates all year
round, from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. The childminder holds a relevant childcare qualification at level 3. She is
registered to provide early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine McDonnell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder had received since the
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic
with the childminder and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the
setting.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

W The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises the
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for the curriculum.

B Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.

B Some parents and children shared their views of the setting with the inspector
by providing written statements.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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