
Inspection of Maisie Days Ltd T/A The 
Nursery
29 Lodge Lane, Aston, Sheffield S26 2BL

Inspection date: 30 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, settled and behave well, as they receive care and attention to 
meet their needs. The provider has recruited a new manager and several new 
experienced staff. They have all been working closely together to make 
improvements, resulting in children now benefiting from a good-quality provision.

A newly designed curriculum helps all children develop key skills required to 
support their future development. Staff monitor children's progress, planning and 
providing interesting activities to build on their prior knowledge and skills. Staff also 
utilise opportunities as they arise to further engage and extend children's learning. 
For example, pre-school children show awe and wonder as they explore the ice and 
snow outside. Children are amazed when they find a wooden spoon frozen into the 
ice. Staff encourage children to think about what they can use to break the ice. 
They also hold discussions about how the ice and snow feels.

Children's safety is maintained through the vigilance of the staff team. For 
example, children are encouraged to hold on to the banister as they safely walk up 
and down the stairs. When going outside, staff make a risk assessment of the slope 
and steps down to the garden for slip hazards due to ice. Children are reminded to 
be careful as they navigate to the garden area.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager oversees the practice of staff, including conducting regular 
supervisions to identify areas for their future development. She supports staff to 
make continuous improvements to their skills and knowledge. 

n Staff develop positive relationships with children. Children learn to behave well, 
and they are encouraged to learn rules and boundaries. For example, pre-school 
children identify when children take toys from their peers, explaining that they 
are not sharing.

n Independence is a key skill that staff try and promote with all children. However, 
there are a few inconsistencies in staff's approach. Older children are 
encouraged to put on their coats and zip these up. All children are encouraged 
to feed themselves. As children get older, they learn to serve their own meals 
and use safety knives to chop up their fruit. For younger children, resources are 
sometimes too big for them to use, which does not aid the development of their 
independence effectively. Also, all staff do not consistently try and encourage 
children to develop aspects of their self-care skills. 

n Babies' fine manipulative skills are supported as they pick up wooden rings and 
place them onto a stand. Two-year-olds show skill as they complete shape 
puzzles. Staff help them to sequence the shapes carefully in size order as they 
slot them into the puzzle. Pre-school children are provided with further challenge 
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as they identify a range of different-coloured shapes. They concentrate as they 
carefully position the shapes to replicate a range of patterns.

n Children develop their counting skills as staff introduce them to numbers during 
their play and routines. Staff count to three while babies are playing, and they 
sing number rhymes up to three. As children get older, staff increase children's 
counting to five and then on to 10 if appropriate. This helps to ensure children 
have a firm grasp and understanding of smaller numbers before moving on to 
larger numbers. 

n Children enjoy listening to stories. Babies select their own books and take them 
to a staff member to read. Children from age two enjoy storytelling sessions 
where staff support their listening and attention skills. Staff ask questions about 
the book, supporting children's understanding and communication skills. Pre-
school children begin to recall phrases and words as stories become familiar to 
them.

n Core books are regularly read to all children to support their language skills. 
Information sheets provide staff with ideas for linked activities they can provide 
to extend children's learning. For example, pre-school children's awareness of 
emotions is supported when they listen to a story about littering. Staff create a 
littered environment in their once tidy room, enabling children to further explore 
how this makes them feel. However, staff in the baby room are not as successful 
as other staff in adapting these activities to fully suit babies' abilities.

n Parents receive weekly newsletters that keep them informed about what their 
children are learning. Ideas for how they can support their children's learning at 
home are also shared. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures staff maintain a clear knowledge of child protection 
procedures. Staff are aware of the possible indicators of abuse and understand the 
action to take if they have any child protection concerns about a child or staff 
member. This helps to protect children from the risk of harm. Ongoing risk 
assessments help to ensure children's health and safety. The manager monitors 
accident and injury forms for any patterns. This enables her to identify any issues 
and take any relevant action needed to ensure children's well-being is maintained. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider how to ensure all staff consistently help children to increase their 
independence 

n clarify how staff will fully consider babies' abilities when providing linked 
activities to core stories.  

Inspection report: Maisie Days Ltd T/A The Nursery
30 November 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY466476

Local authority Rotherham

Inspection number 10314086

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person Maisie Days Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532868

Telephone number 0114 2877650

Date of previous inspection 8 February 2023

Information about this early years setting

Maisie Days Ltd T/A The Nursery registered in 2013. The nursery employs 10 
members of childcare staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year 
round, except bank holidays and one week at Christmas. Sessions are available 
from 7am until 7pm, with core hours between 8am and 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out two joint observations during routine 

planned activities. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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