
Inspection of Auckley Pre-School Ltd
Auckley School, School Lane, Doncaster DN9 3JN

Inspection date: 6 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy spending time in the preschool. They benefit from 
carefully planned transition arrangements that help them to settle quickly and form 
close bonds with staff. Children build secure relationships with their peers. They 
learn to be kind, and to share and play cooperatively. Children develop resilience. 
They learn to negotiate and resolve conflicts amicably. A strong focus on 
supporting children to understand and manage their feelings means that children 
behave well.  

Children experience a broad range of learning opportunities. Babies' interest in 
animals is extended during a trip to a local wildlife park. Older children develop 
their early writing skills when they use their fingers to write in frost outside. 
Children learn how talking through a cardboard tube can change the sound of their 
voice. They demonstrate their mathematical skills using tape measures. 

Children learn about their local community. They regularly visit the local 
supermarket and farm to buy resources. They travel by bus to visit the library, 
where they choose books to share with their parents at home. Grandparents come 
into the nursery to bake with children. Children delight in sharing 'floor books' with 
visitors. The photographs included in these help children to recall and talk about 
their learning experiences. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders create a broad, sequenced curriculum, taking into account what children 
already know and can do. They ensure that the environment reflects children's 
interests. This means that children are keen to investigate and explore. Staff 
make good use of spontaneous opportunities to promote children's learning. For 
instance, children become immersed in trying to break up ice in the outdoor 
environment using a range of tools.

n Staff regularly share information with parents so that they know what progress 
children are making and what they are learning at home. Parents greatly 
appreciate the support, advice and guidance they receive from staff. They say 
that their children thrive because they are supported by staff who encourage 
and nurture them. Leaders are quick to identify children who are not reaching 
their expected milestones. They help parents to access services from other 
professionals. Children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities 
receive high levels of support. As a result, they make the good progress of which 
they are capable. 

n Staff teach children about the importance of a healthy diet. They show children 
how using a toothbrush and toothpaste cleans their teeth. Children talk about 
foods that are good and bad for their teeth. Staff help the youngest children to 
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dress their dolls. As a result, children learn to fasten buttons and zips and begin 
to understand what clothes they need to wear for outdoor play depending on 
the weather. Overall, staff support children well to become independent in self-
care and ready for the move to school. However, occasionally, staff are not 
vigilant to ensure that all children carry out good hygiene routines successfully, 
such as washing their faces after eating snacks.  

n Children enjoy being physically active. They choose to play outdoors in all 
weathers. They develop their balance and spatial awareness using ride-on toys. 
Children are keen to take part in lively action rhymes, when they experiment 
with different ways of moving. For example, they develop their large muscles 
when they crouch and stretch. They laugh as they 'sway like seaweed' and 
'wobble like a jelly'. 

n Leaders place a strong focus on promoting children's communication and 
language skills. Staff generally model language well throughout children's play. 
They engage children in discussions during role-play. Staff encourage children to 
share books, and older children are keen to demonstrate their knowledge of 
familiar words. Staff sing songs and rhymes with children. As a result, children 
are developing a wide vocabulary. At times, staff do not use correct grammar or 
vocabulary, and this means that children do not always hear words pronounced 
correctly. For example, staff refer to bananas as 'nanas'.

n Leaders have a clear understanding of their strengths and weaknesses. They 
evaluate the provision well and use their findings to drive improvements. They 
conduct regular meetings with staff to check on their well-being and for staff to 
share any concerns they have. Leaders ensure that training is tailored to staff's 
individual needs, such as supporting babies' development. This means that 
children enjoy high-quality play and learning experiences. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their roles and responsibilities in keeping children safe. They are 
knowledgeable about signs or symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of 
harm. Staff know the procedures to follow if they have concerns about an adult or 
a child's welfare. Leaders ensure staff complete training regularly to keep their 
knowledge of child protection issues up to date. They implement robust 
recruitment procedures to check that all adults are suitable to work with children. 
Staff teach children how to keep themselves safe, such as how to cross a road 
safely.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n be more vigilant to children who need help with personal care to strengthen 
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good hygiene routines further 
n ensure that staff always use correct grammar when sharing stories with children 

and engaging them in conversation so that children always hear words 
pronounced correctly.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY493236

Local authority Doncaster

Inspection number 10304885

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Auckley Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534867

Telephone number 01302 770 409

Date of previous inspection 5 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Auckley Pre-School was registered in 2015. The preschool employs 12 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early years foundation stage 
qualifications at level 2 and above. The preschool opens Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday during term time from 7.45am to 5.30pm, and on Wednesday and Friday 
from 7.45am to 4.30pm. It offers a holiday club during some school holidays. The 
preschool provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicola Dickinson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n The provider and the inspector completed a learning walk together. They 
discussed how the provider organised different aspects of learning.

n Children spoke to the inspector about activities they enjoy when they attend the 
setting.

n The inspector considered parents' feedback and discussed working with different 
families with the provider.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the provider.
n The inspector observed staff practice and held discussions with staff members 

about the work that they do and their professional development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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