
Inspection of Daresbury Kids Club
Daresbury Primary School, Chester Road, Daresbury, Warrington WA4 4AJ

Inspection date: 30 November 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Not met (with actions)

Previous   
inspection

Met



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision does not meet requirements

Leadership and management are not effective in ensuring that the club runs 
smoothly. This results in the environment sometimes not being safely organised, or 
miscommunication about which children are due to attend. Leaders and managers' 
oversight is not sufficient to identify and address issues swiftly. They do not take 
prompt action to ensure that children can play in a safe and suitably organised 
environment. On occasion, this means children play around potential hazards. 

Due to their familiarity with their school environment, children are confident here. 
They move around freely. For example, they independently access their water 
bottles when they are thirsty. Children enter happily and are eager to see their 
friends. They enjoy the opportunities to be creative and they are confident to ask 
staff for additional resources to complete their pictures. However, leaders and staff 
do not consistently support children to understand their expectations for behaviour. 
Poor staff deployment means that children have to wait for an extended period for 
the environment to be ready for them to play. At times, there is limited interaction 
from staff, which results in children becoming restless and frustrated.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Monitoring and oversight are not effective. Following an incident when a parent 
was not notified that a child had not transferred to the club from school as 
expected, leaders took some action to try and prevent a recurrence. For 
example, they met with leaders from the host school and reviewed procedures 
for the collection of children from their classes and for registering their 
attendance. However, leaders have not ensured that staff consistently implement 
these procedures. This means that there continues to be times that staff do not 
accurately know how many children are in attendance and who they are 
responsible for. This compromises children's safety.

n Communication with staff at the host school is not robust. In addition to a 
previous mix-up about a child's after-school care arrangements, on the day of 
the inspection, leaders and staff were not aware that the school hall had been 
rearranged in preparation for the school's Christmas events. Staff struggled to 
adapt their plans and reorganise their use of the space to ensure the safety of 
the children. This hinders the ability of leaders and managers to identify 
potential risks to children, and to provide a safe and well-organised provision for 
children's play and care.

n Staff do not support children to behave well or help children understand the 
club's rules. They do not plan and set up the play space and activities in 
readiness for children's arrival. Children have to wait for over 15 minutes until 
the environment is made safe and is ready for them to play. This results in 
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children becoming boisterous. When staff instruct children to stop certain 
behaviours, such as rocking on chair legs or not playing near the stacked chairs, 
they do not provide any explanations. This does not help children learn how to 
behave in ways that keep them safe. 

n Staff support children to develop strong relationships with each other. At times, 
older children confidently help their younger friends understand what is 
happening next and how to join in games. Younger children develop some 
confidence from this friendly support.

n Staff support children's creativity. For example, as children cut snowflakes out of 
paper, staff model how to fold the paper and use the scissors to create their 
chosen design. Children take pride in what they have achieved.

n Staff provide a range of healthy drinks and snacks that meet the children's 
individual dietary needs. Children sit together at snack time and enjoy lively 
conversations about their day and are invited to make suggestions about what 
they want to do that evening. Children are aware of the need to access drinks to 
remain hydrated.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Weaknesses in leadership and management result in poor organisation that 
compromises children's safety. Leaders fail to ensure that staff implement effective 
procedures to help keep children safe. However, they do ensure that staff 
understand how to identify and respond to child protection concerns. The provider 
takes relevant steps to ensure that staff who work with the children are suitable.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
ensure effective risk assessments inform 
staff practice and identify aspects of the 
environment that need to be checked, so 
that children can play safely

21/12/2023

support staff to consistently implement 
effective ways to manage children's 
behaviour

21/12/2023

keep an accurate record of children's 
hours of attendance

21/12/2023
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improve communication with staff at the 
host school to ensure the safe and 
effective management of the setting and 
to meet children's needs. 

21/12/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549311

Local authority Halton

Inspection number 10312749

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Kids Club Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP549308

Telephone number 07885605313

Date of previous inspection 5 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Daresbury Kids Club registered in 2017. The club operates from Daresbury Primary 
School, but is independently run. The club employs four members of staff. Of 
these, three hold appropriate childcare qualifications at level 3. The club operates 
Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 9am and 3pm to 6pm, during term time only.   

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Scully

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The provider's representative met with and spoke to the inspector to discuss the 
leadership and management of the club.

n The inspector spoke to the children, to find out about their time at the club.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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