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Inspection date: 30 November 2023
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Outstanding



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The childminder provides a home-from-home setting, where children are treated
like her own and receive exceptional levels of care. Children have built strong and
effective attachments to the childminder. They independently go to her for
reassurance and giggle with anticipation and delight as she joins in their play.
These attachments help children to be settled and ready to learn.

The curriculum is thoughtfully designed with a clear purpose. It ensures all children
have plentiful opportunities to practise skills and build on what they already know
and can do. The childminder sequences children's learning exceptionally well. For
example, she encourages children to practise previously taught skills, such as how
to use a bowl and spoon before they eat lunch. When lunch is ready, children recall
the skills they have practised and use cutlery to eat their lunch effectively. Children
make excellent progress.

The childminder is an excellent role model. She offers lots of encouragement to
children, gives them constant praise and ensures that all children are aware of
expectations. The childminder considers children's overall happiness, safety and
well-being at all times. This helps to promote children's outstanding attitudes to
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Communication and language are given the utmost focus. The childminder
skilfully supports children's communication from the very earliest stages. For
example, she maintains eye contact and talks to younger children as they
babble. The childminder models vocabulary, allows time for repetition and plans
constant opportunities for singing, stories and rhymes. Children are able to
express their needs and are developing excellent communication skills.

B The childminder has a very strong intent for children's learning and gives
children a wide range of opportunities to support their development in all areas.
For example, children excitedly explore musical instruments. The childminder
encourages children to listen carefully and introduces rhythm as she counts out
loud 'one, two, three'. This helps to support children's independent exploratory
skills as they develop their creativity. As a result, all children make excellent
progress in their learning and development.

B Children receive extremely high levels of care, precisely targeted to support their
individual needs. For example, the childminder hugs children who are a little
unwell and rocks them to sleep, which mirrors the care they receive at home.
The childminder sits with them as they drift off to sleep and talks softly to
reassure them. Children's emotional well-being is woven throughout all activities,
which helps them to build a positive sense of themselves.
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B The childminder places children's changing needs at the heart of the setting. For
example, when children returned after the COVID-19 pandemic, the childminder
identified that children's social skills had been negatively affected. In response,
she started a weekly playgroup. This gives children opportunities to play with a
wider circle of friends, develop their social skills and gain confidence in their
communication and language skills.

m Children develop a broad sense of the wider world. Carefully considered
experiences support children to learn new skills. For example, children use public
transport, enjoy picnics in the woodland and visit local shops. These activities
are carefully targeted to provide children with a wide range of experiences that
help to prepare them for their future learning. For example, children buy bus
tickets and exchange money at the shops as they purchase items. These
activities also help children to gain self-confidence and important life skills.

B Partnerships with other professionals directly support children's well-being. For
example, as children transition to school, the childminder walks with children
and shows them where they will be going. In addition, she takes children on
transition visits. This also enables the childminder to share detailed information
about every child. This helps to provide a seamless transition for children as they
move to their new school.

B Parents are extremely complimentary about the learning and care their children
receive. They are actively involved in their children's learning and work closely
with the childminder. Parents comment that the childminder is an 'exceptional
caregiver' and that they are 'blown away by their children's communication
skills'. These partnerships provide an effortless transition from home and
consistency of care for their children.

B The childminder constantly evaluates her practice to make sure that she is
providing high-quality education for all children. She carefully considers how she
could engage children even further, to develop their skills to the highest level.
The childminder meets with other childminders to discuss good practice. She
also attends training and undertakes independent research to constantly build
her knowledge. This means that the setting is always adapting to meet the
needs of children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a full understanding of her responsibilities to keep children
safe. She continuously enhances her already excellent knowledge of safeguarding
policies and procedures. She is aware of safeguarding issues in the local
community and has strategies in place to support children and families should they
need support. The childminder has the highest levels of safety procedures for
children if they are on outings. For example, she teaches children to always put a
seat belt on in the car and the best place to cross the road safely. Children are
encouraged to understand personal safety and potential risk.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY497238

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10308585

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Ez;rgllys t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Childminder

agsele);z:igﬁ of children at time of 11010

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 1 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2016 and lives in Wigan. She operates each weekday,
during term time from 7.30am to 5.30pm. The childminder holds an appropriate
early years qualification at level 3. The childminder is registered to provide funded
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elisia Lee

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
childminder.

B The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been
implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.

B Parents shared their views through written comments.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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