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Leeds United A F C Ltd, Elland Road, LEEDS LS11 0ES

Inspection date: 8 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the nursery and quickly become engaged in their play 
and learning. They have formed close bonds with staff. Children have opportunities 
to access a calming sensory area and young babies have their own space to roll 
around. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in the care of staff, 
who are attentive to their individual needs. For example, children often approach 
staff for a cuddle. Babies confidently explore sensory resources. For instance, they 
make marks using brushes and their hands in foam. Children explore mixing 
different colours as they do this and are motivated to learn. 

Children learn to confidently express their emotions. They boldly talk about their 
feelings and are encouraged to be kind to others. Staff adapt their teaching 
effectively to support children at different stages of their emotional development. 
For example, they use puppets and sing to children. All children receive good levels 
of support and reassurance from staff. 

Children are well behaved and polite. They know what is expected of them and 
carefully follow the rules and boundaries that are in place. Children develop a good 
range of independence skills. For example, they take off their shoes and change 
into indoor shoes when they arrive. Older children put their own coats on for 
outdoor play and use the bathroom independently. Children are friendly, social and 
outgoing individuals, who show positive attitudes towards their learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and the newly appointed manager have a clear vision for future 
developments at the nursery. They have recently made effective changes to how 
they organise events for parents. Parents speak positively about the care their 
children receive. They feel that their children's needs are met and that they 
progress well in their learning. 

n Staff plan the learning environment well. This motivates children to play, explore 
and to make new discoveries. Children create pizzas using dough and they 
develop their smaller physical skills as they use scissors to cut the dough. 
Children enthusiastically get involved in larger group activities. For example, they 
use a parachute in the outdoor play area to develop their larger physical skills. 
Children follow instructions from staff. 

n Staff help children to develop a healthy lifestyle successfully. Children are given 
regular opportunities for physical activity in the outdoor area. Staff plan trips for 
the children in the local community. For example, they visit the local library to 
listen to story sessions. Staff support children's understanding of the wider 
world. They learn about different countries and celebrate some cultural events 
and traditions. 
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n Staff help children to progress well with their communication skills overall. 
Babies learn the name of objects and older children answer staff's well-thought-
through questions. Children express their good ideas clearly. The special 
educational needs coordinator is knowledgeable. She works well with parents 
and the local authority to put specific plans in place. However, staff have not 
fully embedded highly effective communication systems to support children who 
speak English as an additional language, and those children below expected 
levels in speaking. 

n All staff understand their key responsibilities. For example, an effective key-
person system is in place. Although there have been some recent staff changes, 
good communication between staff has ensured that all children have remained 
settled. Essential information about children's needs and learning are shared 
well, particularly when children transition from one room to another. Staff 
monitor children's progress successfully.

n Children develop their understanding of mathematics, such as size and counting. 
They enjoy making towers with bricks and count scoops of sand. Older children 
identify written numerals. Children have opportunities to mark make and develop 
their literacy skills. However, children are not always well supported to develop 
their imagination and creativity. Nonetheless, children learn the skills needed so 
that they are well prepared for school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff supervise children well to ensure that they are safe. The manager and staff 
make careful risk assessments to check that the areas of the nursery used by 
children are safe. For example, staff carefully check the outdoor area before 
children can access it. Staff have a good understanding of how to protect children. 
They are aware of signs and symptoms that may indicate a child could be at risk of 
abuse. Staff confidently explain the procedures to follow if they identify any 
concerns about a child's welfare. The provider follows robust recruitment 
procedures to help ensure staff suitability. Staff keep an accurate record of any 
accidents that children have and promptly inform parents.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the teaching support for children who are learning to speak English 
as an additional language and those children who are below expected levels of 
development in their speaking

n strengthen children's opportunities for developing their creativity and 
imagination. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY477190

Local authority Leeds

Inspection number 10312426

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person ABC at Leeds FC Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533638

Telephone number 0113 3676193

Date of previous inspection 30 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

ABC at Leeds FC registered in 2014. The nursery employs eight members of 
childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round except for bank 
holidays and a week at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kerry Holder
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and management and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the nursery.

n The inspector held discussions with the provider, area manager and manager. 
They discussed the design of the curriculum and how it is being implemented.

n The inspector observed staff practice and their engagement with children 
throughout the inspection. She spoke with staff and children during the 
inspection. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education and carried out a joint 
observation with the setting's manager to assess the impact of staff's teaching 
on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
verbal and written views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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