
Inspection of Seaward Day Nursery
61 Seaward Avenue, Bournemouth, Dorset BH6 3SJ

Inspection date: 28 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very comfortable entering this warm and inviting nursery. They are 
greeted by staff each morning and separate from their parents happily. Children 
form strong bonds with staff and approach them with ease. Staff know the children 
very well and support them to settle by offering lots of reassurance as they play.

Children are motivated to learn and develop their skills. The manager carefully links 
the curriculum and stimulating environment to children's learning needs and 
interests. Children test out their ideas and explore different resources. Younger 
children experiment with musical instruments. They learn about cause and effect as 
they notice the sounds they make when they shake shakers or press hard on piano 
keys. Older children roll balls down ramps and try to work out the best angles for 
the ramps so that the balls freely roll down. Children make good progress in their 
learning.

Staff identify areas for development impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
focus on providing opportunities for children to develop their speech and language. 
Children play well and socialise with each other. They form strong friendships and 
seek friends out to share experiences. Children enjoy large-scale drawing on the 
ground outside together. They talk to their friends about the pictures that they are 
drawing. Staff ask children lots of questions and promote good communication and 
language.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are caring and motivated to educate the children. They know all the 
children's interests and stages of development well and plan suitable next steps 
in learning. This helps to challenge children and embed their learning and skills. 
However, while staff are clear about the learning intentions they want older 
children to achieve, their teaching does not always focus on what they want 
children to learn next during activities. This does not fully support children's 
learning to a higher level.

n Staff have well-embedded routines to support children to understand what is 
expected of them and their behaviour. They use group activities to help children 
cope with transition times and feel more settled. Staff lead stories and singing to 
provide a calm period before lunchtime. Most children enjoy these activities and 
join in well, predicting what will happen next in a favourite story and copying 
actions. Staff are attentive to children's needs and recognise when they need 
additional emotional support, such as when older children become tired and 
need a cuddle.

n All children benefit from a range of home-cooked meals, cooked on site by the 
owner. She selects fresh ingredients to make the meals and caters for all dietary 
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requirements and allergies. Staff talk to the children about what they are eating 
and encourage children to try new foods. Parents share their love of the meals 
provided by the nursery.

n Children have good opportunities to challenge their physical development, for 
example by climbing up a large climbing frame. Staff are deployed well and 
provide good supervision to ensure children remain safe. However, staff do not 
always help older children to consider problems and ways to manage risks for 
themselves. They can be too quick to intervene and solve problems for children. 
This does not allow children the opportunity to develop their problem-solving 
abilities and resilience skills. 

n The manager is constantly evaluative of the nursery and the care and education 
it offers. She uses both professional and parent feedback to improve the 
provision. The manager seeks further training for herself and her staff to better 
support the children. For instance, recently, staff have completed training on 
mental health. This supports children's emotional development in helping to 
identify mental health concerns and challenges. Staff training provides them with 
strategies to deal with this.

n Parents and carers speak highly of this nursery. They say it feels like a 'home 
from home' for their children and that staff are friendly and always make time to 
talk at the end of the day. The strong communication between families and the 
nursery greatly supports children's emotional development. Parents appreciate 
the opportunities for the children to mix with other children of different ages at 
certain times of the day. They feel their children are well prepared for the 
transition to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff describe the signs and symptoms that might cause them to 
worry about a child's welfare. They know the procedure to follow if they have a 
concern about a child or adult. Staff feel that they are valued and feel supported by 
leaders. They would feel confident raising concerns, and this helps to keep children 
safe. Staff ensure that they communicate with each other when children move 
between the indoor and outdoor spaces. This ensures that staff know where 
children are at all times so that they can effectively supervise them.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to build on staff's ability to implement the learning intentions during 
activities, to support older children's learning to a higher level

n allow children time to independently solve problems before stepping in to 
provide support.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY315405

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10308187

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 23

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Itavero Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910061

Telephone number 01202 424 655

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Seaward Day Nursery registered in 2005 and is located in Bournemouth, Dorset. 
The nursery is open every weekday from 8.30am to 5.30pm, all year round except 
for a week over Christmas. A total of six staff work directly with children. Of these, 
four have an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3 and one has a level 2 
qualification. The nursery offers funding to provide free early years education for 
children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Cornish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the curriculum.

n The inspector spoke with staff and observed interactions between staff and 
children. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 

checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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