
Inspection of Buntings Nursery Ltd
Balfour Primary School, Key Stage 2, Balfour Road, Brighton BN1 6NE

Inspection date: 28 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide a warm welcome for children when they arrive at the nursery. 
Children separate confidently from their main carers and quickly seek their friends 
to play with. They are happy and settle quickly, making decisions about the 
activities they want to participate in. Young toddlers demonstrate they feel secure 
and keen to explore their playroom. This is because staff work hard to develop 
positive relationships with children and provide warm and attentive care, 
responding sensitively to their needs.

Staff use different teaching practice depending on what they want children to learn. 
For example, staff model and give explicit instruction to children how to handle and 
use small tools. Children show persistence when practising new skills. They relish 
using scissors and tape so they can gift wrap different-sized boxes. This gives 
children opportunities to develop their fine manipulative skills.

Pre-school staff skilfully teach different areas of the curriculum simultaneously. For 
example, staff teach children about weight and introduce language linked to the 
concept of 'floating and sinking'. Staff extend children's play at the water tray. They 
challenge children to decide what toy animals and resources will float and sink in 
the water. Children experiment with this idea, and staff support them to learn the 
language linked to this experience. This helps children make connections in their 
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and her managers are ambitious and committed to their ethos of 
the setting. They use self-evaluation and seek the views of others. Managers 
and staff continually work hard to drive improvements to ensure all children 
receive tailored, good-quality childcare. They achieve this by finding out the 
individual needs of children. This informs how they plan the curriculum that 
celebrates and champions children's uniqueness. Furthermore, managers have a 
sharp focus to ensure children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) have support plans in place to help them catch up.

n Staff in pre-school have a secure understanding of how to plan and deliver a 
curriculum that is broad and balanced. They provide activities to build on 
children's existing knowledge and skills. This allows children to make 
connections in their learning well. However, some staff have some minor 
misunderstandings in the implementation of the curriculum for the youngest 
children who attend. Consequently, there are occasions when planning for 
individual children can be narrowed. For example, staff plan to help children 
settle in, despite them demonstrating this has already been achieved. 
Nevertheless, children are exposed to a learning environment that offers a good 
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range of experiences to support their learning. Staff are warm and engaging, 
offering sensitive support to help children have the confidence to explore and 
play.

n Very occasionally, when staff teach children new concepts, they can ask too 
many questions at once. This does not give enough thinking time for children to 
respond. Despite this, staff show persistence in revisiting ideas in a variety of 
ways to help embed knowledge for children. Staff are skilled at keeping children 
interested so there is sufficient time to teach what it is they want children to 
learn.  

n Staff use a variety of teaching strategies to provide children with opportunities to 
practise their language skills. This includes engaging children in stories, songs 
and games. For example, children take part excitedly as they chant along to the 
words connected to a group game, 'Isn't it funny that a bear likes honey. Buzz, 
buzz, buzz, I wonder why she does'. This supports children to hear and learn 
rhyming words where they join in confidently with repeated rhyming refrains. 
This helps to extend children's range of vocabulary.

n On the whole, children behave well. There are some minor occasions when 
children struggle with their behaviour, including sharing resources. Staff 
intervene quickly to help children overcome altercations. This includes using 
sand timers so children learn about turn-taking. However, they do not fully 
support older children to develop the skills to resolve minor conflicts themselves. 

n Parents and other professionals comment enthusiastically about the quality of 
care provided for children. There is a particular regard for how well the staff 
support children who need extra help in their learning. Parents receive regular 
updates about their children's progress and suggestions they can use to further 
support learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider conducts vetting checks on all staff to ensure that they are suitable to 
have access to children and families. The designated safeguarding leads (DSL) 
have a secure understanding of their role and responsibilities to keep children safe. 
The provider ensures all staff undertake child protection training. The DSLs and 
staff have a good understanding of a range of safeguarding matters and know how 
to recognise when a child may be at risk of harm. DSLs know the process to follow 
to report concerns to agencies with statutory responsibilities. Furthermore, staff 
understand they must notify the local authority designated officer should they have 
concerns about a colleague's conduct.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n strengthen the support for staff working with the youngest age group to refine 
their skills in planning a broad curriculum

n support staff to recognise when to allow children more time to think through 
their responses when asking questions

n build further on the support for children to learn how to resolve minor disputes 
between themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2660030

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10315060

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 5

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Buntings Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2660029

Telephone number  07472435683.

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Buntings Nursery Limited is one of a group of nurseries in the Brighton area owned 
by the same provider. It operates from self-contained accommodation in the 
grounds of Balfour Primary School, Brighton. It was registered in 2021 and opens 
term time only, Monday to Friday, from 8.45am to 4.15pm. A holiday club operates 
for a week at Easter and for two weeks up until the end of July each year. Funding 
is accepted for the provision of free early years education for children aged two, 
three and four years. A team of six qualified staff works with the children. Two staff 
hold qualified teacher status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sherrie Nyss
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager to establish the 
priorities for the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and daily 
routines to assess the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times during the 
inspection.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager.
n The inspector tracked children to establish what it is like for a child at the 

nursery.
n The inspector held a discussion with the nominated individual and manager in 

relation to the leadership and management of the nursery.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of suitability 

and vetting checks, first-aid certificates and reviewed SEND support plans.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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