
Inspection of The Growing Patch 
Nursery
Brownhill Baptist Church, 292 Brownhill Road, Catford, London SE6 1AU

Inspection date: 23 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff build close bonds with children and their parents from the start. They give 
children who are new to the setting warm attention and cuddles. Staff encourage 
children to join activities as they arrive or play alongside them until they feel more 
settled. Staff are responsive to children when they need reassurance. This helps 
children to quickly re-join activities. Children enjoy their time at the nursery and 
play happily with their friends. 

Staff consider the needs of children who may be at risk of falling behind in their 
learning. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) benefit 
from targeted teaching and the calm approach of staff. Staff help children to learn 
how to interact with others in positive ways. For example, they encourage children 
to wait patiently for their friends to pass them interesting items to explore during a 
'What's in The Box' activity. Staff support children to use their imaginations, for 
example during pretend play or as they dress up. Staff discuss the benefits of 
healthier foods and encourage children to develop independence and manage their 
self-care. 

Children show the progress that they make with their behaviour and 
communication skills. They focus and concentrate for extended periods at their 
chosen tasks. Staff help children to develop the skills that they need for their next 
stages in learning and for their moves on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager leads a well-established and experienced staff team. They work 
together effectively and build positive relationships with parents. Staff gather 
useful information about children's home lives and experiences. Additional 
funding is used to improve outcomes for children with SEND or those at risk of 
falling behind in their development.

n The manager is the special educational needs coordinator (SENCO). She is 
knowledgeable in her role and supports staff well. Staff share accurate 
assessments of children's learning with parents and discuss concerns at an early 
stage. The SENCO is a good advocate for children who need extra help with 
their learning. Staff help children to progress well from their starting points in 
learning.

n Staff understand how to provide sequenced learning opportunities for children. 
For example, children strengthen their hand muscles as they manipulate dough. 
They develop their abilities as they use tweezers to pick and sort coloured gems. 
This prepares children well for later writing. The outdoor curriculum is less 
purposeful and well planned. 

n Staff include children with SEND well, for example as they encourage them to 
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make rhyme choices during singing sessions. Staff take account of children's 
interests and ideas as they plan activities. This contributes well to children's 
engagement in learning. However, staff do not closely consider children's 
languages and backgrounds as part of the curriculum.

n Staff are warm and attentive. They gently encourage children to adapt to new 
routines. Children welcome their friends as they arrive and offer them resources 
to play with. Staff encourage children to behave well. They gently reinforce their 
expectations and explain the possible impact of children's actions. Children enjoy 
helping with tasks. They show their independence, for example as they clear 
their plates before leaving the table.

n Staff help children to understand how to keep themselves healthy. Children know 
to wash their hands before eating. They wipe their nose and dispose of tissues 
or help to clean tables before snack or lunchtime. Children find their own bags 
and wipes before nappy changing. They experience warm interactions with staff 
during personal care. Staff work closely with parents to achieve successful toilet 
training.

n Parents value the support and reassurance that they receive from staff. Staff 
share information and resources that help parents to support their child's 
development at home. Parents say that they receive regular feedback about 
children's personal care, health, and share the progress that they make. 
Children's moves to school are well planned. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff know how to recognise and respond to concerns about a 
child or the suitability of a colleague. They are alert to potential risks to children, 
including exposure to domestic abuse or the unsafe use of technology. The 
manager is aware of how children's home lives can impact on their welfare. She 
provides appropriate and sensitive support and advice to parents. The manager 
works effectively with other professionals to get children the support that they and 
their families need. Staff implement effective risk assessments, including during 
building renovations. Staff deploy themselves so that children are well supervised. 
The manager checks the ongoing suitability of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the curriculum for outdoor learning, so that children have increased 
opportunities to practise and develop their gross motor skills

n extend children's understanding of other cultures and communities, and support 
them to recognise and value what makes them unique.

Inspection report: The Growing Patch Nursery
23 November 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY473619

Local authority Lewisham

Inspection number 10289542

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 13

Name of registered person The Growing Patch Nursery Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907312

Telephone number 07930 272745

Date of previous inspection 28 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Growing Patch Nursery registered in 2014. It is located in the Catford area of 
the London Borough of Lewisham. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8.45am 
to 3pm, during term time. It receives funding for the early years education of two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. A total of three staff work directly with the 
children. The manager holds a qualification at level 5, one staff member holds a 
qualification at level 3 and one holds a qualification at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kareen Jacobs
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff and parents at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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