
Childminder report

Inspection date: 23 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder is kind and caring. She provides a warm, nurturing environment 
for children and families. All children, including those who are new at the setting, 
settle quickly. The childminder has high expectations of all children. She ensures 
that she is aware of children's individual needs and learning styles. Children are 
happy and enjoy one another's company. They eagerly include the childminder in 
their games. The childminder is skilled at capturing and maintaining children's 
interests. For example, she uses actions and different tones to her voice when 
pretending to be a crocodile. Children giggle with delight as they clap their hands 
together and shout out 'snap, snap, snap', imitating the behaviour of the reptile.

The childminder builds effectively on children's interest in animals. She provides 
good commentary as they eagerly play with toy animals. Children know the names 
of many animals and where they live. Older children sort animals into groups 
depending on whether they have seen them at the farm or at the zoo. Younger 
children enjoy making the sounds of the animals. They listen well and join in with 
their favourite songs and rhymes. Children move enthusiastically around the room 
in a variety of ways, pretending to be the animals in the song. The childminder 
praises them for their ideas and recall of prior knowledge, supporting their self-
esteem and emotional well-being. Children behave well and develop positive 
attitudes to learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder provides healthy meals and snacks for the children. She uses 
these opportunities to teach children about healthy eating choices. As a result, 
children gain a good understanding of why it is important to nourish their 
growing bodies. Children tell the childminder that fruit is healthy to eat. They 
independently help themselves to drinking water and are reminded to drink 
regularly to keep hydrated. 

n Parents are highly complimentary about the care and education their children 
receive. They comment that their children have 'grown and flourished' in the 
childminder's care. The childminder regularly gathers parent's views to reflect on 
her practice and to ensure that they are happy with the service she provides.

n Children make good progress. The childminder knows children's interests and 
uses these to build on what they already know. However, at times, during 
focused activities, the childminder tries to include too many learning objectives 
at once. Some activities are too complicated for younger children. They are not 
given the opportunity to follow their own curiosity and use critical thinking. As a 
result, the learning intent, at times, is not fully considered and well-planned for 
all children. For example, during a road safety and transport activity, younger 
children quickly became distracted. Their interest was in how to dismantle the 
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train track.
n Children develop a love for books. They enjoy listening to stories and reflect on 

past experiences, such as talking about their recent visit to the farm. However, 
there are fewer opportunities for children to freely develop their mark-making 
and early writing skills throughout the day. Although resources are available to 
some children, they are not easily accessible to all. As a result, children are 
unable to develop their early writing skills during spontaneous play. This does 
not fully support children to consistently build on their emerging literacy skills.

n The childminder is a good role model to children. She gently supports children to 
learn how to regulate their emotions and consider others. Children benefit from 
consistent rules and boundaries. This helps them understand what behaviour is 
expected of them. Children spontaneously say 'please' and 'thank you' when 
sharing resources or helping to get the meal table ready. The childminder helps 
children to learn about others through organising regular visits to groups and 
places of interest. The children join in with raising money for charities and learn 
about why they are raising the money and how it will help others.

n The childminder ensures that she is up to date with mandatory training and 
continues her professional development. She has completed many training 
courses, including training focused on helping single fathers. The childminder 
implements the knowledge she gains into her practice to improve outcomes for 
the children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good knowledge and understanding of her role and 
responsibilities to safeguard children. She knows the signs and symptoms that may 
indicate that children are at risk of harm or abuse. The childminder knows what to 
do in the event she has any concerns about children in her care. She regularly 
updates her safeguarding training to help to keep her knowledge up to date. 
Regular risk assessments of her home and garden also help to keep children safe 
from harm.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen teaching during activities so that children are fully engaged and the 
pace of activities meets the changing needs of all children

n enhance children's opportunities to use a variety of materials and tools to 
express themselves more freely.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552874

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10305356

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 19 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2017. She lives in Sunbury, Surrey. The childminder 
operates all year round, from Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. She receives funding to provide free early education to three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hazel Farrant
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder. 

n The inspector and the childminder completed a learning walk around all areas of 
the setting to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n A joint evaluation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the 
childminder. 

n The inspector held discussions with the childminder and spoke to children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n Parents' views were taken into account by the inspector.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the childminder's documents. This included 

evidence about the childminder's suitability and training.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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