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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children have plenty of opportunities to relax and catch up with friends. Staff are 
friendly and welcoming. This helps children to settle quickly. Children are kind and 
thoughtful. For instance, they put their arms around their friends affectionately. 
They tell visitors they have been best friends since nursery. Children speak very 
highly of their time at the club. For example, they say they like to play computer 
games and build with construction bricks. Staff have high expectations of children's 
behaviour. They constantly remind children of the rules and boundaries. This helps 
children to understand what is expected of them.

Staff pay close attention to children's thoughts and ideas. They plan activities that 
children have shown an interest in. For example, the manager has recently 
purchased craft and keyring making resources. Children enthusiastically talk about 
their 'landscape' and 'portrait' drawings. Staff praise children for their 
achievements, saying that they are very talented. Younger children receive plenty 
of support from staff when they find tasks tricky. There are plenty of activities on 
offer for all ages of children. Children show positive attitudes towards their play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is passionate about providing a high-quality provision. She 
provides staff with regular meetings and supervisions. Staff have the opportunity 
to discuss their practice and identify any training that would be beneficial. They 
comment that they feel well supported. In addition, staff speak positively about 
the good teamwork at the club.

n Children are safely collected from local schools. Staff ensure children wear high-
visibility jackets and complete regular head counts. Staff have formed good 
relationships with teachers at the schools children attend. For example, they use 
communication books to ensure the frequent sharing of information. Staff ensure 
that parents receive messages from teachers at collection times. Parents report 
that their children enjoy coming to the club. They welcome the information they 
receive about their children's session. This helps to strengthen partnerships and 
ensures communication is effective.

n Staff positively interact with all children. They know children well and develop 
close relationships. For example, children of all ages happily chat with staff and 
talk about their day. Staff sit alongside children and model how to make 
keyrings. They ask open-ended questions to encourage children's thinking skills. 
This helps children to remain engaged and focused. The manager recognises the 
benefits of an assigned key person for early years children. She understands that 
this supports children's confidence and self-esteem.

n Children behave well and respond to staff's instructions. For example, they know 

Inspection report: Schools Out
4 December 2023 2



it is time to tidy up when staff ring the bell. Children work together to clear away 
the tables ready for mealtimes. Children show respect and share resources with 
their friends. They play cooperatively and take turns on the computer. 

n Staff encourage children to be independent and promote children's good health. 
For example, children know to wash their hands before mealtimes. They 
independently collect their dinner trays from the kitchen hatch. The manager 
recognises the importance of meals being healthy and nutritious. However, some 
meals offered are not always as well balanced as they could be.

n Staff are vigilant and complete regular risk assessments across the provision. 
Effective systems are in place for managing children's dietary requirements. For 
example, staff are aware of children's allergies. They effectively supervise them 
during mealtimes. This helps to keep children safe. 

n Children have access to the outdoor play space, where they can climb and run 
about. Staff make use of the large hall onsite when available. They plan 
activities for children to develop their physical skills. For example, children enjoy 
team activities, such as football and chase games.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate a secure understanding of how to keep 
children safe. They know how to respond to any concerns they may have about a 
child's welfare. This includes how to share concerns about staff. The manager 
ensures all staff complete safeguarding training. Staff communicate effectively with 
one another to ensure children are safely supervised at all times. Managers have 
effective arrangements in place for recruiting and vetting staff. This ensures that 
staff are suitable to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY494234

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10305455

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 94

Name of registered person Nichols, Sharon Anne

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910608

Telephone number 07711710068

Date of previous inspection 21 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Schools Out registered in 2015. The provision operates from Colden Common 
Community Centre in Winchester. The provision opens five days a week, from 
7.30am to 8.45am and from 3pm to 6.15pm, during term time. There are 12 staff 
working with the children, of whom 6 have early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelli Wiseman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of the premises. They 
discussed the current arrangements for the operation of the club, including 
assessing risks and staff deployment.

n The inspector sampled a range of documentation.
n The staff and children spoke to the inspector at appropriate times throughout 

the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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