
Inspection of Coleridge Children's 
Centre Day-Care
Coleridge Road, Eastwood, Rotherham S65 1LW

Inspection date: 28 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the setting happy and ready to learn. The manager greets 
children at the main school door. Once in the setting, staff support them to quickly 
engage in the activities that have been organised for them. Children see staff build 
positive relationships with their parents when they chat together during arrival and 
collection times. This helps children to feel at ease and secure. They show they feel 
safe as they include staff in their play and approach them for comfort and 
reassurance.  

Children benefit from the meaningful learning experiences the manager and staff 
plan and provide. This is because staff think carefully about what they want 
children to learn. Staff consider children's needs and interests in their planning and 
in the activities available. For example, children play with play dough. They mould 
and shape the dough, pretending to make cakes. They use weighing scales to see 
which piece of dough make the scales tip. Staff add coloured sparkles to the 
dough, adding a further learning opportunity as children name the colours. Children 
skilfully use a range of tools in their play. 

Children's behaviour is positively managed. Nurturing staff remind children to use 
'kind hands' and walking feet inside. Children receive continuous verbal praise. This 
raises their self-esteem and confidence, which is a priority for the setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is based on what staff want children to know and do by the time 
they transition to school nursery. There is a priority to develop children's 
communication and language skills and their personal, social and emotional 
development. Staff follow children's interests. They adapt the curriculum through 
individualised planning to suit children's abilities. Children make good progress 
from their starting points. 

n Developing communication and language skills are a key focus. Specific 
programmes such as 'Tiny Talkers' help children make good progress in this key 
area of learning. Staff share home learning packs and book sacks to provide 
further opportunities for language and literacy to be promoted by parents. Staff 
understand what they are teaching and how to support the individual 
development of each child. However, when key persons are absent, adults 
covering for them are less clear about individual learning styles. For instance, 
restricting children from transporting some resources around the setting. This 
means, occasionally, children's learning is not supported to the highest level. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
The manager is the special educational needs coordinator and a key person to 
children. Key staff observe children and monitor their progress to identify 
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potential gaps in learning and plan effectively to close these. For example, they 
provide intensive interaction one-to-one sessions. Additionally, there is close 
working with the local authority inclusion officer. 

n Partnerships with parents are extremely positive. Parents say that staff are kind, 
caring, supportive and communicate well with them about their children's 
development. Stay-and-play sessions, parents' evenings and newsletters provide 
opportunities for parents to be further involved. Parents know that they can 
speak to the manager at any time and that she will do everything she can to 
help and support them.

n Children's developing independence is promoted. They make choices about their 
play and then help to tidy the playroom. Children wash their hands and brush 
their teeth with support from staff, where needed. Children understand the 
routine of the session well, for example the freely accessible snack time. 
However, when the usual routine is not followed, children become confused, and 
their behaviour deteriorates. Consequently, their social skills and well-being are 
not as effectively promoted at these times. 

n Children thrive in this setting and their physical skills are promoted each day. 
The well-resourced outdoor play area offers opportunities for children to run, 
jump, balance and explore. Good use is made of the local community as children 
walk with staff to the local shop. They take a shopping list and learn how to pay 
for their purchases. Additionally, visits to the local community park provide 
opportunities to dig in the sand, play football and use the large equipment. Staff 
use these occasions to build on children's past experiences. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The setting is operated by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council and their 
procedures for robust recruitment are followed. This ensures the suitability of 
adults working with children. The manager, who is the designated safeguarding 
lead, monitors child protection within the setting. Regular safeguarding training is 
completed. This means there is a secure knowledge about the signs a child may be 
at risk of harm. The manager and staff understand the action to take if they are 
concerned about a child's welfare or the actions of a colleague. Additionally, staff 
are fully up to date with current guidance and legislation. The setting is effectively 
risk assessed. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure support staff follow children's usual daily routines and fully understand 
how specific children learn, to ensure the highest level of support is provided for 
children's well-being and learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY465864

Local authority Rotherham

Inspection number 10301402

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 12

Name of registered person Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904031

Telephone number 01709 829214

Date of previous inspection 30 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Coleridge Children's Centre Day-Care registered in 2013. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am until 11.30am and 12 
midday until 3pm. The nursery employs two members of childcare staff, both hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two- and three-year-olds. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lindsay Dobson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Coleridge Children's Centre Day-Care
28 November 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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