
Inspection of Little Learners
45 Whitchurch Gardens, EDGWARE, Middlesex HA8 6PF

Inspection date: 21 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are thrilled to come to nursery. They come running through the door and 
are warmly welcomed by staff. Children are challenged by an interesting and 
thoughtful curriculum. Staff place a particular importance on children's growing 
understanding of more complex mathematical concepts. For example, when a ball 
is cut in half, staff teach children that this is 'two halves' and they make a 'whole'. 
Children are extremely well prepared for the next stages in their learning and 
transitions. For example, staff transform the home corner into a school to help 
children to become ready for school. They arrange for teachers from local schools 
to come and visit children in the nursery.

Staff have very high expectations of children's behaviour. Older children are very 
conscious of their movements and interactions around the younger children. Staff 
expertly manage conflicts within the setting. Children learn to manage their 
conflicts independently. For example, when children want the same toy, staff 
encourage them to manage this between themselves to reach a fair resolution.

Staff encourage children to build strong links within the local community. For 
example, children take part in charity events and help to fundraise for different 
causes, such as a local guide dog charity. This helps children to develop a sense of 
belonging and value different members of society. There are ample opportunities 
for children to learn a range of skills outdoors in the garden, such as climbing, 
running and jumping. Children take careful risks that support their self-awareness 
and confidence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager leads the team with passion and pride. Staff's morale is high with 
a shared view to provide children with high-quality care and education. Staff are 
motivated to continue their professional development. They regularly attend 
mandatory training. Leaders offer staff supervision sessions and appraisals, 
which help to identify their training needs. Staff attend courses in subjects of 
particular interest, such as related to supporting children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities further. Staff are reflective in their practice 
and show a strong desire to strive for excellent practice every day. 

n There is a strong sense of team working within the nursery. Staff are excellent 
role models for children. They are kind and respectful to each other. This is 
reflected in the way that children interact among themselves. For example, they 
say please and thank you without prompting. Children also share and play 
together beautifully. 

n Staff enrich children's communication skills extremely well. For example, when 
children are involved in an activity learning about the continents, they share 
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their ideas about the places they have visited. For example, they state that 
'giraffes live in Africa'. Staff are extremely responsive to children and ask 
appropriate questions, to further enhance their learning. Children remain 
engaged for extended periods of time. 

n Children demonstrate a love of books, stories and singing. Staff ensure that they 
provide an abundance of books and materials that celebrate different languages, 
festivals and cultures. Parents are invited to share their celebrations with 
children. Children recall these memories fondly. For example, children excitedly 
speak about when their parents came into nursery to make Diwali cards.

n Parents speak very highly of the nursery. They believe their children have made 
rapid progress in all areas of their learning. Staff form strong bonds with 
parents. They share photos, their observations and provide clear verbal 
feedback. Communication is consistent and frequent. Parents are delighted with 
the bonds their children form with staff. 

n There is a strong purpose within the nursery to prepare children for the future. 
For example, children use real china, cutlery and glasses during mealtimes. 
Children are very careful when putting things away and getting them out. 
Through gentle guidance, staff teach children to respect the belongings within 
the nursery from an early age.

n Leaders are proactive in supporting children to make healthy choices. Children 
grow fruit and vegetables in the nursery garden. These are used in the tasty 
meals and snacks that children have. Children are encouraged to try a range of 
food from different cuisines. 

n Children learn to be independent from a very early age. They take responsibility 
for their personal belongings and their self care routines. For example, staff 
expertly guide young children as they learn to wash their hands. Children 
demonstrate a sense of pride as they look after themselves. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent understanding of how to keep children safe. They are 
trained thoroughly to have an excellent understanding of how to care for children. 
Staff successfully support children to play safely. They know how to record 
information on children's safety and who to report to. Staff provide useful 
safeguarding guidance to parents. They understand what to do should they suspect 
a child is at risk, for example, of female genital mutilation. There are clear and 
thorough risk assessments and procedures in place within the nursery. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY293529

Local authority Harrow

Inspection number 10308163

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 9

Number of children on roll 10

Name of registered person Budding Learners Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902622

Telephone number 0208 951 0407

Date of previous inspection 28 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Little Learners registered in 2004 and is located in the London Borough of Harrow. 
The nursery is open for 48 weeks of the year, from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. 
There are four members of staff, who all hold relevant early years qualifications. 
The nursery follows the Montessori educational philosophy. The nursery provides 
funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sai Arunn
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager.
n The manager and inspector conducted a joint observation.
n The inspector spoke to children and members of staff during the inspection.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector discussed the management and organisation of the nursery with 

the manager and reviewed relevant documents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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