
Childminder report

Inspection date: 5 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder creates a very welcoming and homely environment. This, 
alongside her calm, kind and encouraging nature, ensures all children feel safe, 
secure and valued. Children move around the childminder's home confidently, 
choosing what to do and initiating conversations with the childminder and each 
other. Children thoroughly enjoy the childminder's company and clearly see her 
home as 'their place'. Children learn well to share, take turns and consider the 
needs of others.

Children benefit from a programme of learning that is carefully planned and 
suitably challenging. The childminder knows the children she looks after very well 
and accurately identifies what they will most benefit from learning next. She builds 
carefully, over time, on children's existing skills. For example, she plans step-by-
step how to move children from drinking from bottles to open cups. Children 
master such new skills well because of the attention to detail the childminder 
shows. Children also develop a positive attitude towards learning. This is because 
activities are planned based on their interests and abilities. In addition, the 
childminder is highly effective at engaging with children as they learn and explore. 
This makes learning fun and meaningful for children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from being cared for by a childminder who puts a strong focus 
on developing their speaking and listening skills. The childminder understands 
how important it is that children develop these skills if they are to reach their full 
potential in other aspects of their learning. She leads children in meaningful 
conversations, leaving gaps for children to share their views and respond to 
what she says. The childminder introduces children to different words that have 
the same meaning, to increase their understanding and vocabulary. Children 
develop well into confident communicators.

n Children show real confidence in using their mathematical knowledge. They have 
plenty of opportunities to practise what they have learned because the 
childminder routinely incorporates counting and problem-solving into their play. 
Children are encouraged to apply what they know in their play, such as 
estimating how many pieces of fruit are on their plate and how many would be 
left if they took one away. 

n The childminder knows children well and clearly identifies what they need to 
learn. Occasionally, when planning adult-led learning experiences, the 
childminder attempts to cover too many different areas of learning in the one 
activity. This impacts on her ability to focus her teaching precisely enough to 
enable children to fully focus and get the most out of the activity.

n The childminder is very skilled at checking what children have remembered and, 
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therefore, learned, long term. She also ensures that learning is accurate. She 
skilfully weaves questions about previous learning into children's play, without 
disturbing children's focus and enjoyment. She then gently ensures children 
have remembered correctly, such as when animals hibernate. This approach 
both enables her to assess learning and also ensures learning is well embedded.

n Children develop well into polite, confident and considerate young people. The 
childminder is a very good role model. She leads by example, showing great 
interest in what children have to say, listening politely and responding 
enthusiastically. She teaches children the language they need to ask for things 
politely and take turns.

n The childminder makes all children feel equally welcome and valued. She shows 
interest in their lives. This, alongside her warm and caring personality, really 
helps build children's self-esteem. Under the childminder's guidance, children 
come to see themselves as valuable, capable citizens.

n Partnership working is at the heart of the childminder's practice. She has 
developed highly effective ways of working closely with parents and staff at 
other settings children also attend. Parents speak extremely highly of the 
childminder and the ways in which she supports them to further children's 
learning at home. For example, parents appreciate the regularity with which 
books are sent home to read to their children. Nursery staff praise the 
childminder's professionalism and the ways in which she builds further on what 
children are learning at nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder undertakes regular training to ensure she remains confident in her 
ability to recognise and respond to any signs that may indicate a child is at risk of 
harm. She understands that children can show signs that they are at risk in many 
different ways, such as what they say, how they behave and how they play. She 
knows what to do if she ever had any concerns about others who work with 
children. She maintains a safe and secure home, suitable for the care of young 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve how some activities are presented, to better enable children to focus 
well on the main intended learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133565

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10307995

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 20 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder lives in Banbury, Oxfordshire and registered in 1992. She offers 
care 7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Thursday, all year round.The childminder offers 
funded education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder spoke with the inspector about their intentions for children's 
learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children 
and evaluated the impact on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views and the inspector took these into account.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

Inspection report: Childminder report
5 December 2023 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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