
Inspection of Safe 'n' Sound Nursery
Featherstone Lane, Featherstone, Pontefract, West Yorkshire WF7 6LS

Inspection date: 30 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thoroughly enjoy attending this highly inclusive and nurturing setting. 
They thrive in the enabling environments which staff have created. All children 
benefit from accessing an abundance of activities that help them to make 
exceptional progress. For instance, staff expertly use every opportunity to develop 
children's fine and gross motor development. Children participate in 'funky fingers' 
challenges, such as using pegs to clip paper together and 'stomp and hop' as they 
follow instructions on a large screen. Staff reflect daily on their teaching and are 
highly effective in continually building on what children know and can do. 

Children's behaviour is exemplary. They listen, take turns and show respect to staff 
and their friends. Children say 'excuse me' to the visiting inspector when they want 
to share things with her and thank her for listening. Staff who care for the babies 
and the youngest children are exceptionally warm and nurturing. Babies show that 
they feel extremely secure as they snuggle in for cuddles or sit on the lap of staff 
to sing songs and rhymes. Managers go above and beyond to ensure that they 
facilitate children's independence as effectively as possible. For example, they have 
lowered the resources and displays in the baby room so that children can access 
them easily. Older children wash their hands independently, serve themselves 
vegetables and pour water from a jug into a cup. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have a detailed knowledge of how children learn and develop. They plan a 
curriculum that helps every child to make the best possible progress. Children 
show that they know, understand and remember their previous learning 
extremely well. Staff encourage children to explore a wide variety of interesting 
musical instruments when outside. Children excitedly listen to and identify 
instrumental and environmental sounds.

n The manager sets very high standards for the quality of the provision she aims 
to provide. Her inspirational leadership skills drive staff's practice forward, such 
as through effective staff supervision sessions and shared goals. The manager 
and her team continue to develop new ways to improve their provision. Staff 
report they receive high levels of support and managers are easily accessible if 
they have concerns. Each staff member has a personalised professional 
development plan and receives mentoring and coaching from the management 
team.

n Staff act as exemplary role models, demonstrating behaviour that children mirror 
exceptionally well. Children take great care of the learning environment and the 
resources. They are kind and gentle towards each other. For example, children 
make sure that their friends can see during a singing session and comfort each 
other.  
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n Staff possess an excellent knowledge of how to support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Staff benefit from working with the 
special educational needs coordinator from the setting to develop their skills and 
knowledge. Children with SEND benefit from staff working closely with other 
professionals. This facilitates staff to support children with SEND effectively to 
make excellent progress.

n There is a strong focus on communication and language. Staff support children's 
communication through their interactions. Staff encourage babies and younger 
children to join in with familiar songs, such as 'Old MacDonald had a Farm'. Staff 
model sign language to children. This practice flourishes throughout the nursery 
and particularly benefits children who are non-verbal, who confidently use 
signing to express their wants and needs. Staff use key vocabulary from 
children's home languages to enhance their acquisition of English.

n Children benefit from an extensive range of opportunities to learn about their 
local community. Staff arrange for visitors to come to the setting, including the 
police, fire officers and the local rugby team. Older children visit the local library. 
Children explore a map of the local area and identify key buildings, such as the 
church, rugby ground and school. These rich experiences provide opportunities 
for children to learn new knowledge and develop an understanding of other 
communities and the wider world around them.

n Parents speak highly about the setting. They say it has an aura of calm and 
happiness. Parents talk about professional, patient and caring staff, who keep 
them fully informed of their children's learning. They describe how their children 
squeal with excitement when they arrive each morning. Parents state their 
children are ready and confident for their next stage in learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. They know 
the signs that may signify children are at risk of harm. They can explain how to 
make referrals to local safeguarding departments. The manager has systems to 
ensure that staff keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date, so they are 
confident and have the needed knowledge. Staff attend regular training to support 
their understanding. The premises are secure to keep children safe. Children 
explain to the visiting inspector how staff open and close the door to keep them 
safe and how the grit melts the ice so that they do not slip and fall. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY272107

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection number 10301311

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 133

Name of registered person Automatic Process Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905502

Telephone number 01977 600 945

Date of previous inspection 15 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Safe 'n' Sound Nursery registered in January 2004. It is situated in Featherstone, 
near Pontefract. The nursery employs 17 members staff. Of these, 15 staff hold 
early years qualifications at level 2 and above, including one member of staff who 
holds early years professional status. The nursery is open all year round, excluding 
bank holidays and one week at Christmas. It operates Monday to Friday, from 
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk around the setting to share 
what staff provide and how this supports children in their learning and 
development.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with managers, staff, parents and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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