
Inspection of Mottingham Hall for 
Children
Mottingham Lane, London SE9 4RW

Inspection date: 22 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The provider is committed to the service offered at the nursery. Children are happy 
and excited to come into this welcoming nursery. Staff are well qualified and highly 
knowledgeable. They have a passion for their ambitious curriculum and are superb 
role models. For instance, they support toddlers to understand their emotions 
through a persona doll. They talk to the doll about their feelings and different 
situations. Children flourish and thrive due to the inspiring daily opportunities and 
enabling environments. The environments are organised and stimulating, 
promoting children's natural curiosity and interest in play and exploration. 

Children are well behaved and enthusiastic to learn. Staff skilfully challenge 
children and ask them questions to encourage them to think and talk about what 
they are doing. Children show high levels of compassion towards their peers and 
communicate well. For example, during a cooking activity, older children spoke 
about the importance of healthy eating and a balanced diet, where food comes 
from and alternatives for others who may not be able to eat the same food. 
Children are fascinated by the world around them. For example, older children, 
when deepening their knowledge on the habitats of bats and other nocturnal 
creatures, inquisitively find out how to support them in their own environment, 
learning about echo location. The range and breadth of the well-implemented 
activities provided ensure that children make the best possible progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All staff, including new members, demonstrate deep understanding on how to 
build of children's development through stimulating activities. For example, 
toddlers' attention is captured using stories, props and music during circle time. 
High-quality interactions between children and staff ensure that children's 
listening and attention skills are well established. Children make excellent 
progress in their communication and language skills.

n The key-person approach is embedded. For instance, some staff recently 
relocated around the nursery. However, they still have a good understanding of 
the individual needs and development of children. Babies receive great care and 
seek familiar adults to make them feel safe and secure. Strong attachments 
support children's emotional well-being and nurture their learning, as they feel 
safe to explore. Children settle well because of this. Staff use home visits to 
connect with families and children to support the building of strong attachments. 

n All staff understand the curriculum intent and how to implement this in practice. 
For example, staff ensure there is opportunity for child-led activities, and this 
has been implemented in all rooms. A role-play area in each room is adapted to 
the individual children in the room. Families are asked to donate an item that 
reflects them, their home, or culture. This allows children to feel at home and 
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able to talk about their similarities, differences and what makes them unique. 
The use of materials, such as glass jars, allows children to learn to care for 
belongings. Staff talk confidently about how this has been extended to support 
individual children's self-confidence.

n The leadership team is well established and supportive of families and staff. The 
team has meetings every morning to discuss individual rooms and plans for the 
day. The vision of the manager and deputy, to provide unique opportunities and 
high levels of care and education for children, is evident. They strive in their 
commitment to the team to provide training sessions, supervisions and build 
good relationships. Reflection on how to support staff practice, the team and 
families is continuous. For example, the allotment has been moved to the front 
of the nursery so that more produce can be grown. This teaches children about 
healthy lifestyle choices, as well as how to harvest and cook fresh produce.  
Children's families are welcome to join in with harvesting the produce, or they 
can pick produce from a basket to take home, which further supports children at 
home.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and value the support they receive. For 
instance, through a parent teacher association, parents can discuss any 
improvements to the nursery, as well are their worries or concerns. Staff invited 
parents of school leavers to speak to those of current school leavers about their 
experience, any concerns, and how staff can further support them.

n Children speak highly about their experiences at the nursery. They are 
enthusiastic learners and confidently speak about what they are doing or have 
done. For example, in forest school, children understand boundaries, such as 'no 
lick, no pick', for any objects in the environment. For instance, they do not pick 
berries or mushrooms and do not lick or eat anything they find in their 
environment. They engage in their play and speak about experiences. For 
instance, when painting, they describe the fire they previously made in the 
forest and what they can use to make their fires. 

n Staff provide a wealth of opportunities for children to be active in the local 
community. These include visits to an on-site farm to care for the animals at the 
weekend or taking a trip to the local home for older people for a sing-along. This 
allows children to meet new people to talk about similarities and differences in 
the world.

n The needs of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), 
and those with delays or potential delays in their development, are well met. 
The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) meets with families, multi-
agencies and staff to ensure that targets are met and that children make good 
progress. Families speak highly about the additional support they have received 
and how open the setting is to supporting the needs of individual children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a culture of safeguarding across the nursery. Management and leaders 
have a good understanding about safeguarding children. They ensure that staff 
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training is up to date and that their knowledge is embedded through quizzes, staff 
and leadership meetings, and by addressing any concerns, such as absences. They 
monitor the welfare of children vigilantly. Management ensures that recruitment 
procedures and staff suitability checks are ongoing. The nursery is safe and 
hygienic for children. Staff complete daily risk assessments, both inside and 
outside. In the forest school, they are aware of the need to make constant risk 
assessments and involve children in this process. This supports children's 
knowledge about managing their own risks and risk around them. Staff know the 
signs and symptoms that could indicate a child is at risk of harm, and they can 
confidently explain the procedures to follow.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY474098

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10301271

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Mottingham Hall Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905116

Telephone number 02088515332

Date of previous inspection 31 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Mottingham Hall for Children registered in 2014. It is located in Mottingham, in the 
London Borough of Bromley. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7am to 
6.30pm, all year round. The provider receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged three years. The nursery employs 34 members of staff. 
Of these, 17 hold a relevant early years qualification at level 2 or above. One staff 
member holds a qualification at level 4 and four at level 5. The nursery prides itself 
on having its own small farm and qualified forest school leaders.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tania Poulton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the nursery.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual 

(manager) and deputy manager about the leadership and management of the 
nursery.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager 

and deputy.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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