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NG12 3BX

Inspection date: 1 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are excited to attend the setting. They eagerly lead their parents to the 
entrance and patiently wait for staff to welcome them. Staff establish strong and 
secure relationships with all children that help develop children's high confidence 
levels. Staff model how to greet children as they arrive. Young children take their 
friends by the hand to join in and children ask each other how they are. Staff 
explain to children what they can learn from each activity. Children are highly 
motivated and eager to join in. Children's faces light up when staff show them 
what to do and how to use objects. For example, children learn how to use 
different tools to mix ingredients to make their own pumpkin soup.

Staff embed clear routines using consistent behavioural expectations and praise. 
Children show they understand. For example, in the garden, young children notice 
they have forgotten equipment they should be wearing. 'Oh no I need my wellies,' 
children say. They go back inside independently, put their wellies on and return to 
plant flowers. Staff place great importance on promoting children's happiness, well-
being and individuality. They model positive relationships and support children to 
be polite and to respect one another. Children apologise independently to one 
another when they knock into friends and check on their friends when they fall 
over.

Children, from an early age, have a 'can-do' attitude as they have excellent 
opportunities to develop independence skills. All children choose and cut up their 
own snacks. They clear away and wash up their dishes after they eat. Staff skilfully 
prompt using key words and instructions to develop younger children's 
understanding and perseverance to do things for themselves. For example, taking 
their own wellies off and putting their shoes back on.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership in the setting is inspirational. Staff benefit from excellent support 
from the leadership team. Leaders are very aware of ensuring that the well-
being of staff is recognised and considered. Staff say that they are extremely 
happy and are very well supported; they can share their thoughts and discuss 
any issues. Staff develop their knowledge and skills because they access an 
extensive range of training and professional development opportunities.

n Staff know the children exceptionally well. They have a deep knowledge of child 
development and how children learn. They use this knowledge, coupled with 
their high aspirations for children, to assess what children can do and to provide 
motivating and exciting play experiences. These are tailored to children's 
individual needs, interests and learning styles.

n Children make excellent progress in all areas of development, even in a short 

Inspection report: The Lime Trees
1 November 2023 2



length of time. Staff work exceptionally well with other professionals, to improve 
interactions and implement strategies to contribute to children's ongoing 
learning. For example, they participate in mathematical research to enhance 
staff's interactions with children to improve mathematical development.

n Staff create a language-rich environment. They prioritise children's 
communication and language in every interaction. As such, children's 
communication and language excel within the setting. Staff use appropriate 
language for the children's individual level of understanding. They frequently 
consider how to extend and use new vocabulary with children. Staff consistently 
position themselves to enable positive communication with children. They use 
signs, prompts, objects and picture cards to support the introduction of 
language. Staff frequently assess children's communication. They pose questions 
to see if children remember names of items they introduce. Children, including 
children who speak English as an additional language, use new vocabulary 
quickly. They repeat back 'courgette' and 'hat' for the first time.

n Staff support children to develop a great love of books. They carefully select 
stories to broaden children's access to language, experiences and to develop 
their knowledge of a diverse range of cultures and celebrations, such as Diwali 
and the Festival of Lights. Children show their delight when listening to stories 
and are keen to ask questions and share their thoughts.

n In their physical development, children show impressive levels of perseverance 
and concentration. During a group activity, children spend long periods rolling, 
throwing and running after balls of paper. Children skilfully manoeuvre around 
one another and enjoy jumping in the piles of paper, developing their gross 
motor skills. Staff encourage children to use small pieces of tape to press and 
stick the paper onto the floor, developing their fine motor skills.

n Mathematical language and concepts are interwoven through each interaction 
staff have with children. Staff create resources to support children to see how 
many cups of flour they need to make play dough. Staff frequently use 
language, such as big and small, to develop young children's understanding of 
size. Older children are encouraged to understand mathematical terms, such as 
'subitise', meaning to estimate a quantity at a glance. Staff explain what this 
means and children are proud when they recognise how many items are in a 
group and say, 'I can subitise.'

n Parents speak highly about the setting and how the knowledgeable staff are 
welcoming, nurturing and provide their children with experiences to support 
their learning journey. Parents comment on the significant role the staff play in 
their child's development. Parents value the detailed feedback about their child's 
day, as well as the support and strategies they receive for learning in the home. 
In particular, parents comment how staff motivate them to continue developing 
their children's language at home, through books and being given tasks to 
complete.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
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Leaders and staff have an excellent understanding of their roles in safeguarding 
children. Staff confidently outline a wide range of signs and symptoms that would 
indicate that a child is at risk of harm. They know how to make referrals should 
they have any concerns about children in their care. Leaders check staff's 
understanding of safeguarding regularly, for example, in discussions at team 
meetings. Staff attend regular training so that their knowledge of safeguarding, 
including the 'Prevent' duty and extreme views, is current. The nursery premises 
are secure. Staff assess risks in the space to ensure that it remains a safe place for 
children to play and learn. Leaders have robust recruitment procedures to ensure 
that all staff working with children are suitable to do so. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY466031

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10288865

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 198

Name of registered person The Lime Trees Group CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532825

Telephone number 07766773723

Date of previous inspection 3 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees registered in 2013. The setting opens Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 
6pm, all year round. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. The setting also offers before- and after-school care for 
school-age children. The setting employs seven members of staff. Of these, four 
hold level 3 qualifications and two hold level 6 early years qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alice Anders
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The provider, manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together. 
They observed staff's teaching practice during activities. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke with parents and took account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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