
Inspection of Rainbow Village Nursery
The Old Court House, Church Street, Bloxham, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 4ET

Inspection date: 27 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager, who is also the provider, creates an extremely nurturing and 
welcoming environment. This helps children settle well, feel safe and secure, and 
develop a positive attitude towards learning. Children show lots of enthusiasm for 
the interesting and useful learning opportunities on offer. Staff know that well-
established routines help children understand what is going to happen next. 
Children quickly understand what they need to do and when. They learn to 
cooperate with these routines, which adds to the calm and purposeful environment. 
In addition, staff are excellent role models, showing children how to be polite, kind 
and helpful. This good practice all has a positive impact on children's behaviour.

Children take part in a well-planned range of activities, tailored to their particular 
learning needs. The manager wants the best for all children. Overall, staff plan in 
detail how to help children build well on what they already know and can do. Staff 
ensure each day is varied and interesting. Children develop awe and wonder about 
the world around them. Children enjoy spotting wildlife when out for walks. Staff 
enter into meaningful conversations with children about what they can see. This 
both adds to children's bank of knowledge and effectively develops their thinking 
and speaking skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager makes effective decisions about the best way to teach different 
skills to children. She identifies what skills are best taught through more 
structured activities and which can be best supported as children play 
independently. This results in a curriculum that, overall, is delivered very well.

n Children develop good levels of independence. Staff make good use of daily 
routines to teach children to put on their coats and boots. They teach children 
where to find tissues and where to dispose of these afterwards. 

n The manager understands the importance of stories and songs in supporting 
children's language development. She leads singing and story times several 
times a day. Children hear stories read clearly and enjoy learning the words to 
songs. They develop a love of books, often bringing in favourite ones from home 
to share with their friends.

n The manager monitors all children's progress closely. She accurately identifies 
where children may need extra support to meet their full potential. She works 
closely with parents and other professionals to put in place support as needed. 
She uses additional funding very thoughtfully, always with children's best 
interests in mind.

n The manager values the skills, knowledge and commitment that staff bring with 
them. However, she does not fully harness staff's skills to best effect. Staff can 
chose to spend their time at activities they feel most comfortable with. This can 
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limit the time staff get to spend with their key children, monitoring and 
supporting their learning.

n The curriculum for children to develop their fine motor skills is planned and 
taught very well. Staff ensure all children take part in activities that develop their 
dexterity and hand-eye control every session. However, opportunities for children 
to develop their large movement skills are more limited, especially during colder 
months. That said, staff ensure children have daily fresh air, to promote their 
good health.

n Children are developing well into curious and inquisitive learners. The manager 
notes children's emerging interests and plans imaginatively how these can be 
used to broaden children's knowledge. For example, comments made by children 
lead to activities being planned to teach children about different continents and 
climates. Children are fascinated to learn more. They also feel valued and 
listened to.

n The manager makes all families and children feel valued and respected. Children 
have lots of opportunities to share their different life experiences. Through this, 
all children learn about the many different ways in which people live and to 
respect the similarities and differences between themselves and others.

n Parents are full of praise for the nursery. They feel very lucky that their children 
get to spend time in such a welcoming environment. There are warm and 
professional relationships between staff and parents. These are used very well to 
meet children's care and development needs.

n The manager is extremely reflective, regularly looking to improve further the 
nursery experience for children. For example, she has improved the layout of the 
nursery to enable and encourage children to make more use of resources that 
help develop their early literacy skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures all staff undertake regular training to update their 
safeguarding knowledge. Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the signs 
that could indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff know how to respond to any 
such concerns. This includes an understanding of the need to escalate any such 
concerns beyond the manager if there was a need to do so. The premises are safe 
and secure and staff supervise children closely at all times.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus staff support on developing their confidence to play an active role in all 
aspects of nursery life, to best enable them to support their key children's 
learning
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n develop further the curriculum for some aspects of physical development, so 
children have more opportunities to develop their gross motor skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 403371

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10305593

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Campbell, Clare

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908744

Telephone number 01295 722266

Date of previous inspection 27 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Village Nursery registered in 2000 and is situated in Bloxham, Oxfordshire. 
The nursery employs four members of childcare staff. The manager holds a 
relevant level 4 qualification and two other members of staff are qualified to level 
3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 4pm, term time only.  The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n Parents shared their views and the inspector took these into account.
n The inspector held meetings with the manager to find out about the leadership 

and management of the setting.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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