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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children happily greet staff at their classroom door. They are eager to share what 
they have done during the day as they walk through the school. Once they have 
reached their playroom they immediately settle to play, choosing what to do from a 
wide range of activities on offer. Staff promote children's independence as they play 
and engage them in meaningful conversation. 

Children have good opportunities to be active. They engage in a variety of physical 
activities on the school playground. For example, using scooters and playing hide 
and seek. Children demonstrate a secure understanding of how to keep themselves 
safe. They know that to ride on wheeled vehicles they must wear appropriate 
safety headgear. 

Older children are good role models to the youngest children. Children are kind and 
courteous to each other, remembering to say please and thank you as they share 
resources. They interact happily with one another and behave well. Children speak 
very highly of the staff and setting. For example, they state that staff are very kind 
and loving towards them. They explain how staff are attentive to their needs, 'they 
would notice if I was sad and give me ideas on how to feel better'. Children build 
meaningful relationships with staff and their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders make thorough evaluations of the service the club provides. They 
effectively use feedback from children, parents, and staff to make changes which 
benefit children. Consequently, children thoroughly enjoy their time at the club.

n Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. The manager and staff are 
good role models for children. Staff encourage children to find solutions to minor 
conflicts by considering another's point of view. They do this through sensitive, 
effective conversation. Children are highly respected at this setting and staff are 
genuine in their interactions.

n Children enjoy being creative as they build complex models out of small bricks. 
Staff motivate children further to inspire their imaginative play. They set 
challenges that support children to extend their own learning. For example, staff 
encourage a child to think about what he needs to do next with his model, 'I am 
creating an aeroplane, the wings have to be equal, otherwise it will crash.'

n Leaders and staff want the best for children. Leaders demonstrate a strong 
commitment to staff's professional development. For example, ensuring they 
have a range of training opportunities available to them. Staff enjoy their roles 
and leaders ensure the well-being of their team.

n Children develop a good understanding of healthy lifestyles. The club provides a 
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wide range of healthy snacks. Children learn to take responsibility for the 
cleanliness and hygiene of the club. For example, using the washing-up station. 
Children take their plates and cups and wash and dry them once they have 
finished their meal. 

n Partnerships with the host school are excellent. The regular two-way 
communication ensures staff understand how children may be feeling when they 
leave school. Staff share observations on the youngest children's progress with 
their class teacher. The manager liaises extremely well with the host school to 
support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

n Children learn how to keep themselves safe. For example, as dusk falls children 
excitedly use the torches on the playground.  Children explain it also helps staff 
to see them and keep them safe. When younger children start at the club, they 
take part in a tour of the environment to identify any hazards with staff. 

n Parents are very complimentary about the club. Parents say their children are 
excited to go there. They state that the staff are friendly, caring, and 
professional. Parents praise the communication they receive at the end of the 
day and how staff share valuable information from the host school. The club is 
proud of the support it provides the school community and families. 

n The club incorporates a highly successful key-person system for the youngest 
children. Alongside this, the oldest children and youngest children 'buddy up'. 
This allows children to build secure relationships, promotes their well-being and 
further strengthens children's experiences.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are confident in their knowledge and understanding of how to keep children 
safe from harm. Staff undertake regular training to ensure their knowledge of 
safeguarding is current. Staff know the correct procedures to follow if they need to 
report a concern about a child or another member of staff. Leaders take great care 
to ensure staff understand their responsibilities. They ensure recruitment 
procedures are robust and induction processes are effective. The setting has good 
health and safety procedures in place. For example, leaders ensure staff receive 
additional training to support children's medical and health needs. 

Inspection report: St Mary's Bradley Stoke Out of School Club
29 November 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY474688

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10307902

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 64

Name of registered person Purchase, Catherine Anne

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901334

Telephone number 07935754587

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

St Mary's Bradley Stoke Out of School Club registered in 2014. The club operates 
from St Mary's Roman Catholic Primary School in Bradley Stoke, South 
Gloucestershire. The club operates from 3.30pm until 6pm each weekday during 
term time. The manager holds an appropriate early years level 3 qualification. The 
owner is a qualified teacher. Two further members of staff hold a level 3 
qualification and 1 holds a level 2 qualification in early years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gwyneth Keen
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed staff interactions with children in a range of play 
activities, both indoors and outdoors. 

n The inspector met with the leadership team to discuss how the provision is 
organised. 

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. 

n Parents shared their views of the club with the inspector.
n The inspector reviewed documentation, including the suitability of staff and 

paediatric first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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