
Inspection of A Star Kids Nursery 
Limited
1 Rosewood Avenue, HORNCHURCH, Essex RM12 5LH

Inspection date: 21 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children behave very well because staff have high expectations of how they should 
behave. On the rare occasion that children demonstrate challenging behaviour, staff 
quickly remind them of the rules in the nursery. For example, when children throw 
a toy in the garden, staff remind them not to throw and politely ask them to place 
it back gently. Children respond positively, quickly picking up the toy and placing it 
back where it should be. 

Leaders design and implement the curriculum well. They ensure that staff consider 
what they want children to learn during the activities they provide. This helps all 
children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), to make good progress in their learning and development. Staff extend 
children's learning through thoughtful interactions with all children. Children are 
fully engaged in their learning throughout their time at the nursery. Relationships 
between staff and children are warm and respectful.

The nursery has an ethos of 'every child being a talker'. Children have lots of 
opportunities to develop their early communication skills. This supports children to 
develop into confident talkers. When children speak more than one language, staff 
learn key words in their home languages. Staff use sign language to support 
children's understanding while they are developing their spoken English. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are aware of the many strengths within the nursery and any areas for 
development. More experienced staff demonstrate high-quality storytelling, 
which makes children excited about books and reading. Children are fully 
engaged in the story and are excited to engage in group discussions. While less 
experienced staff benefit from very positive role models for good practice, this 
has not yet had the desired impact on the consistency of quality of interactions 
with children across the nursery.

n Children are very keen to learn because staff make their learning fun. Staff teach 
children to use mathematical language confidently. They introduce children to 
concepts such as 'past', 'present' and 'future' through their everyday routines. 
For example, during morning circle time, staff talk to children about 'next' month 
and that it will be Christmas in December. They explain to children about 
'yesterday' and 'today', talking about the numbers in the dates of each day. 

n Children learn about oral hygiene. They tell staff they need to only put on 'a pea 
size of toothpaste'. Children talk about how the food they eat can help affect 
their teeth. They confidently suggest different fruit and vegetables which are 
healthy to eat. Children enjoy spending time outside in the fresh air in the 
nursery's garden, where they have the chance to further progress their physical 
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development. For example, they climb or ride on bicycles, as well as playing 
games with their friends and staff.

n For most of the day, staff promote children's independence skills. Children can 
confidently put their coats on and ask for help if they need to fasten the zip. 
They wipe their noses for themselves and check in the mirror that their faces are 
clean. However, at mealtimes, staff do things which children could do for 
themselves. For example, at lunchtime, they take children's food out of their 
lunch boxes, rather than letting them practise the skills of unzipping their lunch 
box and removing the food for themselves. This reduces opportunities for 
children to extend their independence skills.

n Parents are very happy with the care their children receive at the nursery. 
Parents of children with SEND value the impact the nursery has had on their 
child's development at home. Staff use an online learning journey which parents 
can contribute to. This keeps parents well informed about their child's day and 
the progress they are making. It also gives staff an insight into what children are 
doing when they are with their families.

n Staff feel well supported by leaders at the nursery. They feel that their well-
being is a priority and that they can speak to leaders if they need support. Staff 
are supported to undertake further training to support their practice and career 
development. New staff feel supported through the probation period and speak 
positively about their induction into the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities regarding safeguarding. They explain how 
they would report a concern to leaders in the nursery. If staff feel that concerns are 
not dealt with effectively, they explain they will take this concern further. Staff 
complete first-aid training to ensure that they are able to deal with any accidents or 
injury which may occur in the nursery. Leaders make sure that all adults working 
with children have the appropriate checks in place before they start working in the 
nursery. Staff regularly carry out risk assessments of the spaces and equipment 
used by children to ensure that they are safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to embed professional development opportunities for all staff to 
enhance their already good teaching skills to a consistently outstanding level 
throughout the nursery

n maximise opportunities for children to practise their independence skills at 
mealtimes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2648897

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10308669

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person A Star Kids Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2648902

Telephone number 01708985631

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

A Star Kids Nursery Limited re-registered in 2021 and is situated in Elm Park in the 
London Borough of Havering. It is open all year round, from 7.30am until 6pm, 
Monday to Friday. The nursery employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, 
seven staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The 
nursery provides funded early years education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kathryn Irvine
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The inspector viewed the nursery and discussed the safety and suitability of the 
premises.

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n Staff spoke to the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during circle time. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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