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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive excited at this welcoming club. They are greeted by warm, friendly 
staff who know them well. Children happily choose from the wide range of 
activities that staff have set out for them. Staff plan activities based on children's 
interests. Children interact well with each other and staff. Older children enjoy 
supporting and playing with younger children and show kindness towards them.

Children show that they know and understand the routine and rules of the club. 
They behave well and listen to the instructions from staff. Consistency between the 
school and club ensures that children know what is expected of them. Staff 
encourage the children to make choices and be independent. For example, children 
choose new activities to play with and self-serve their snack. They clear their snack 
when finished and tidy the play areas. 

Staff communicate well with the children. They support children in their play and 
have clear expectations of them. Staff regularly evaluate the area available to 
children and adapt this to meet the children's needs. Children are highly engaged 
in their activities and develop their imagination through play. For example, children 
use junk modelling to create handbags and hats. They proudly show these to their 
friends and adults. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have a clear vision for the club. They create a safe and 
inclusive environment that meets the needs of all children. Staff have regular 
supervisions and opportunities for training which enhance their skills.

n Staff build strong partnerships with the school. They work closely with the 
headteacher and class teachers. Regular meetings ensure that any updates are 
shared, and concerns are addressed promptly.

n Staff plan activities to meet children's interests and support their age and stage 
of development. They plan a range of creative activities that encourage children 
to use their imaginations or to sit quietly to draw if they choose. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
Staff attend training to ensure they meet the individual needs of the children. 
They work closely with the school, parents, and other agencies to ensure 
consistency and children receive the support they need. Staff know the children 
and their families circumstances well and offer support and advice. 

n Staff encourage a healthy lifestyle. Children choose from a range of healthy 
snacks. They enjoy outdoor time and play in the garden with balls, hoops and 
use climbing equipment. Children come in excited to talk about the games they 
have been playing. 
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n Parents praise the staff for the care and support their children are given. Parents 
speak to staff about their children's needs and appreciate the advice they 
receive. They comment on the range of activities that the staff provide for the 
children, and that staff are warm and caring. Parents receive regular feedback 
and updates from staff.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff know and understand their responsibilities to safeguard 
children. They recognise signs that may indicate that a child is at risk of harm or 
abuse. Staff know how to report any concerns they may have for either an adult or 
child. Staff deploy themselves effectively to ensure the close supervision of 
children. Staff are first aid trained and understand the procedures should a child 
become ill or have an accident. They risk assess the equipment and resources used 
by children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY338405

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10304918

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 111

Name of registered person Buckinghamshire Hospitals NHS Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521419

Telephone number 01494 734 251

Date of previous inspection 6 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

St Mary's Out of School Care registered in 2006. It operates from within St Mary's C 
of E Primary School, Amersham, Buckinghamshire. It is open each weekday during 
school term times from 8am to 8.50am and 3.05pm to 6pm. The holiday club 
operates during selected school holidays from 8am to 6pm. The club employs eight 
members of staff, of whom, five have a relevant childcare qualification at Level 3 or 
above. The remaining three staff are unqualified.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Butler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the after-school club received since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the after-school club and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the after-school club.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a tour and talked about what they want 
their children to learn.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n Parents shared their views of the after school club with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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