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Inspection date: 31 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and at ease within this nurturing pre-school. They are warmly 
greeted by staff, who know the children and their families well. Children enter the 
setting with confidence. They behave well and demonstrate that they feel safe. On 
the day of inspection, children and staff arrive dressed up to join in with their 
planned Halloween celebrations.

Overall, children settle well to choose activities that support their learning. 
Children's mathematical development is supported well by staff. For instance, they 
encourage children to count objects as they play and point out different sizes and 
shapes in the environment. Outside, children enjoy the range of activities on offer, 
including exploring water to investigate if items sink or float. Children count 
securely and have a good understanding of shape and size. Children enjoy listening 
to stories. They develop a love of books as they recall rhyming sentences from 
well-known stories and short poems. Staff and children benefit from recent training 
that has focused on the importance of rich language opportunities.

Staff actively seek support for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). They have detailed knowledge of the very specific needs of 
each child. Staff work closely with parents and outside agencies to agree and 
constantly update individual care plans. They use any additional funding that 
children receive successfully to support each child's individual needs. In addition, 
good arrangements are in place to support children who are learning English as an 
additional language.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The new manager has developed a clear and ambitious curriculum that is shared 
with her staff. The manager, staff and committee work together to ensure that 
children benefit from high-quality care and learning. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents leave glowing comments and 
testimonials about the staff team, and many of them comment on the positive 
impact the new manager brings to the pre-school. Parents have regular 
opportunities to discuss their child's progress with staff. Parents enthuse on the 
regular feedback that is received through daily handovers and the online 
application.

n Staff benefit from regular supervisions with the manager to support them in 
their roles. Staff say that they feel valued, respected and their views are listened 
to. However, the manager is not monitoring staff's practice closely enough to 
offer clear guidance on how to help them develop their teaching skills further.

n Children behave well in the pre-school. They are polite and well mannered. Staff 
praise children for their efforts . They are effective role models and have high 
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expectations of children.
n Partnerships with other settings are strong. For example, staff work well with the 

neighbouring school and meet regularly with the teachers. Children attend 
transition visits to the school with the pre-school staff, and teachers are regular 
visitors into the pre-school. This helps prepare children in readiness to start 
school.

n Children are motivated to explore and investigate and, overall, show good levels 
of curiosity. However, there are times during the day when high noise levels 
impact on children's ability to listen and concentrate, and some children with 
SEND become unsettled. For example, on the day of inspection, all children 
undertook the pumpkin carving activity at the same time in the same room. This 
impacted on the noise levels in the room, where the SEND children lost interest 
and reverted to other activities in the same room. Older children struggle to 
concentrate and listen as peers undertake activities in the same room that 
distracts them from the planned learning. 

n Staff use additional funding well to address gaps in children's learning, for 
example, by providing one-to-one support, tailored staff training and further 
resources. 

n Children are provided with snacks and are learning to adopt a healthy lifestyle. 
Mealtimes are social occasions and children's independence is supported well by 
staff. For example, children pour their own milk or water at snack time and are 
learning to safely chop and cut their fruit. 

n An effective key-person system is in place. Staff have a good knowledge and 
understanding of the children in their care. They are warm and caring to all 
children and they work with parents to adopt a gradual and smooth transition 
into pre-school.

n Children have many opportunities to learn about the world around them and to 
enjoy fresh air and exercise outdoors. For instance, staff take children out into 
the community for regular walks and adventures, visiting places of interest. 
Children have recently visited the local allotments to learn about pumpkins, 
ahead of their Halloween celebrations. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager, committee and staff have a good understanding about safeguarding 
children and how to keep children safe. They recognise what types of signs and 
symptoms may raise their concerns about children's welfare and other staff's 
behaviours. Staff know how to manage any concerns should they arise. This 
includes referring concerns to the pre-school's designated safeguarding lead. Staff 
understand to whom they should refer any concerns outside of the pre-school, 
such as external safeguarding agencies. They have direct access to information 
with relevant contact details for these agencies should they need to make a 
referral. Staff understand their roles in keeping children safe, including supervising 
children and checking that the premises are secure. Robust recruitment and 
induction procedures are in place.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the monitoring of staff's practice so that all staff receive support to 
continually raise teaching skills  

n review and improve the noise levels in the main room to help children with SEND 
to feel settled and to support older children's abilities to enhance their listening 
and concentration skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY462062

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10304938

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 19

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Padbury Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531907

Telephone number 01280 815158

Date of previous inspection 6 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Padbury Pre-School registered in 2013. The pre-school employs eight members of 
childcare staff. Of these, five hold appropriate early years qualifications at Level 3 
and above, including one with qualified teacher status. The pre-school opens from 
Monday to Friday, term-time only. Sessions are from 8.45am to 3pm. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector had a learning walk with the manager through all areas of the 
premises used by the children. 

n Parents shared their views through written and verbal feedback. The inspector 
took account of these views. 

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The manager carried out a joint observation with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the documentation. This included evidence 

about suitability and recruitment records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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